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NOVEL CEREMONIES. 


[FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.] 


PEKING, July 1, 1873. 

An event as interesting to the world as it is 
important to all the foreign countries having 
pag sty don” peed —laagocnc, ome 
in the imperial city. young peror, 
who has recently akin ‘his majority = 
the fuik possession of imperial power, 
received the foreign Ministers resident in 
Peking. and epliod with his own vole th 
congratulations and 


respectful words which 


permitted to appear in the presence of the 
former Emperor, but only under difficult and 
humiliating conditions, Kon. te sons Be 
peror has received all the foreign A 

sadors with almost as much aon al 
and courtesy as would have been shown 
to any - other The ceremony 


cccurred on .the 20th of June. On the 
morning of that day the Ministers of Russia, , 
the United States, France and Holland as- | 
sembled at the Petang (Catholic Cathedral). 
At 8 o’clock, Chung How came ase 
escorted them to the Fu-Hua Gate, where 
they left their chairs. At the gate they were 


_ was all that had been bargained for, With 


sa Ge ner @ terran ne 


ve free access to West- 


return to those happy py days 
we is Government, and 
ve concluded treaties 


dinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary at your 
Majesty’s Court. i 


Imperial 


Then the Emperor bowed, as token that the 
proceedings were ended, and the foreign 
Ministers retired, except M. de Geopoy. As 
soon‘as the other Ministers had entered, M. 
Devina, the interpreter of the French Lega- 
tion, was introduced, and M. de Geopoy pro- | 
ceeded to read a short address and deliver the 
reply of the President of France to the letter 
which Chung How took with him to France in 
1870. To this the Emperor responded, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of the letter. After 
the foreign Ministers had assembled at the 
Shib-Ching-Kung, and bad again partaken of 
refreshments, the Ministers of the Yamen 
escorted them ‘to their chairs at the Fa-Hua 
Gate. The road from the Fu-Hua Gate to 
the temple, and from the temple to the 
reception hall, was lined on either side by 
officials in official dress, and a few cavalry 
soidiers. There were also near the reception 
hall hundreds, and, possibly, thousands of © 
officials, civil and military. Without the hall © 
there were from fifty to 100 officials, all red- | 
batton mandarins—except four or five Princes, | 
who seemed to be the immediate attendants of — 
the Emperor,. The Emperor’s,chair was cov- 
ered with yellow satin, and was placed upon — 
a dais raised two or three feet above the main | 
floor of the hall. The building was clean and | 
respectable, byt there was nothing rich or 
gaudy if any of the appointments. It is but — 
just to the Yamen to say that they kept their 
‘engagements inevery way. All the arrange- 
ments were respectable, and the reception 


the exception of the United States Minister, 
all the foreign “representatives wore official 
uniforms. Governor Low was Sreaeed in 
plain evening costume,” | 

The event is of such recent “dave that the 
foreign residents have had little time to re- 
fiect upon its a ee On the other hand, 
uestionable if one Chinaman in 50,000 
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‘Inspector GENERAL'’s Circular No. 19 of 1870. 


INSPECTORATE GENERAL OF CusTOMS, 
, | | ph a PEKING, g1s¢- December, 1870. 


SIR, 


1.—It has been suggested to me that it would be well to take advantage of the circumstances in 
which the Customs Establishment is placed, to procure information with regard to disease amongst foreigners 
and natives in China; and I have, in consequence, come to the resolution of publishing half-yearly in colleeted 
form all that may be obtainable. If carried out to the extent hoped for, the scheme may prove highly 
useful to the medical profession both in China and at home, and to the public generally. I therefore look 
with confidence to the co-operation of the Customs Medical Officer at your port, and rely on his assisting 
me in this matter by framing a half-yearly report containing the result of his observations at............ upon 
the local peculiarities of disease, and upon diseases rarely or never encountered out of China. The facts 
brought forward and the opinions expressed will be arranged and published either with or without the name 
of the physician responsible for them, just as he may desire. 

2.—The suggestions of the Customs Medical Officers at the various ports as to the points which it 
would be well to have especially elucidated, will be of great value in the framing of a form which will save 
trouble to those members of the Medical profession, whether connected with the Customs or not, who will 
join in carrying out the plan proposed. “Meanwhile I would particularly invite attention to— 

a.—The general health of............ during the period reported on;.the death rate amongst 
foreigners ; and, as far as possible, a classification of the causes of death. 

b.—Diseases prevalent at............ 
c.—-General type of disease ; peculiarities and jcnsalhidliien encountered ; special treatment 
demanded. 
| Season. 
d, —Relation of disease to 4 Alteration in local conditions—such as drainage, «ec. 
Alteration in climatic conditions. 
é. —Peeuliar diseases ; especially leprosy. 

| Absence or presence. 
Causes. 
Course and treatment. 
| | Fatality. 
Other points, of a general or special kind, will naturally suggest themselves to medical men; what I have 
above called attention to, will serve to fix the general scope of the undertaking. I have committed to 
Dr. R. Atgex. Jamreson, of Shanghai, the charge of arranging the reports for publication, so that they may be 
made available in a convenient form. 

3-—Considering the number of places at which the Customs Inspectorate has established offices, —the 
thousands of miles north and south and east and west over which these offices are scattered,—the varieties 
of climate,—and the peculiar conditions to which, under such different circumstances, life and health are 
subjected, I believe the Inspectorate, aided by its Medical Officers, can do good service in the general interest 
in the direction indicated, and, as already stated, I rely with confidence on the support and assistance of the 
Medical Officer at each port in the furtherance and perfecting of this scheme. You will hand a copy of this 
Circular to Dr.......... ...and request him, in my name, to hand to you in future, for transmission to myself, 
half-yearly reports of the kind required, for the half-years ending 31st March and 30th September—that is, 
for the Winter and Summer seasons. 


f.—Epidemics ; 


Tientsin, 


Chinkiang, 
| Shanghai,............ssesereevers 
a Ningpo, 


eeeeeeee eee r ewe eee eee eee 


MEDICAL REPORTS. 


4.—That the Medical Officer at your port may know who are the other members of the profession 
with whom he is invited to join in this work, I append a list of the officers at each port or place. 


Dr. J. Dupexon. 
Dr. J. Watson. 
Dr. J. Frazer. 
Dr. CARMICHAEL and Dr. Myers. 
Dr, A. G. Rem. 
Dr. G, SHEARER. . 


Dr. Barton, (a) and Dr. GaLiz (6). 
Dr. R. Meapows ( a ). 

Dr. J. M. Beaumonr. 

v Pagoda Anchorage, Dr. Somervitie, and Dr. Saerwin (6 ). 


AGNOT, siccdsceicncivndstntenteien Dr. Jones (a) and Dr. MiiLtiER (a ). 
SOS uiskvere: sckccioanuenee Dr. L. H. FrRangiyn. 
DONS site sive etcietonis Dr. P. Manson (a). 
OGRIU, | oceivcnk ds vax iverisibedin Dr. Scorr. 
CUNEO, |i sob disessesnnenss tomlin Dr. F. Wone. 
oe | | ene es Dr. R. SHrL.iror ( a). 
Tam, &c., 
(signed) ROBERT HART, 
,) | ee. 
| Tas Commissioners or Customs.—NVewchwang, Ningpo, 
| : Tientsin, Foochow, 
: Chefoo, Amoy, 
‘ Hankow, Tamsut, . 
f Kiukiang,  Takew, Fi 
, | Chinkiang, Swatow, and | 
{ Shanghai, Canton. 
:. 
(a) Resigned. (6) Absent. 


SuHanoual, 24th September, 1873. 
) 


SIR, | 
In accordance with the directions of your despatch No. 6 A (Returns Series) of the 24th June 1871, 
I now forward to the Returns Department of the Shanghai Office the following documents :— 
~ 4,.—Report on the Health of Amoy for the October—March half year (1872-73), pp. 7-14; 

' B.—Report on the Sanitary Condition of Chefoo for the April-March twelve months (1872-73), 

pp. 15-22. 
'  @.—Report on the Health of Tientsin, pp. 23-24 ; 
D.—Report on the Health of Ningpo, p. 25; . 

of Takow and re ay pp. 26-28 ; 


H.—Report on the Health of ewchwang, pp. 47-49; 


I.—Report on the Health of Shanghai, pp. as each of these seven Reports stan | to the 
October-March half year (1872-73). 


tS 


I have the honour to be, 


SiR, 


Your obedient Servant, 


R. ALEX. JAMIESON. 


Tue InsprcTor GENERAL or Customs, 
Peking. 


The Contributors to this Volume are— 


P. MANSON, M.D.) M. CH, scesssserseserecsssoeesooneees Amoy. od 

W.. W.. PEYRRR, M.B., Me Olly - n> .caddecsenstvisscnannsss, GEOR 

J. FRARER, L.R.C.8.1,, L-R.O.P.B, .ccccvisscececvsevsenece 2MQMUMIEL { 
J..H, MACKENZIE, M.D., L.R.O.S.E., ..0ssescssseesreseess NIMQDO. 

D, Manson, M.D.y Me CHa, sccccscecseecseusceceeseeeese Takow and Taiwan-foo, 

A. G. Rar, M.D. PROB.Biy  ...cecccoccesscecesnevevcee SURO | 

J. R. SOMERVILLE, M.D., F.R.C.S.E., ssssssssseveeeeeeeeee Pagoda Anchorage, Foochow. 

J. WATSON, M,D., L/R.C.S,B., s.scecscrserereceersesesees NOWCDWang, 


R. ALEX, JAMIESON, M.A., M.D., M.B.O.S., F.R.G.8., ... Shanghai. 
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AMOY. 


A.—Dr, Manson’s Report on the Health of Amoy for the half year ended 
be 31st March 1873. 


‘Tye weather during the six months was unusually mild and dry. In consequence of the want 
of rain the autumn crop of rice proved in many districts a complete failure. The evil effects of this were 
to a great extent counteracted by a large import of very cheap grain from Japan. But for this timely supply 
of food famine would have been inevitable, and I should probably have had to chronicle much distress and 
disease. However equivocal the advantages of foreign trade in China may be in some instances, in this case 
at least it has conferred an infinite boon. In future, famine is almost impossible in the coast provinces, for 
“wants can now be indicated by telegraph, and supplied by steamer, almost as soon as they are felt. 

In my last report the rise and progress of an epidemic of dengue were described. By the end of 
September nearly the whole of the population in and around Amoy had passed through the disease. Very 
few cases occurred in October, only two amongst the foreign residents. One case was met with on the 8th of 
November and another on the 12th, and these were the last observed. During the winter I have seen a 
good deal of the sequel. Persistent rheumatic-like pains in the feet were very common, and continued to 
trouble many patients months after all other traces of the disease had vanished. These pains were most 
capricious in their appearance, ene day altogether absent, the next so severe as almost to incapacitate the 
sufferer from putting his feet to the ground. They were worst usually in the morning on getting out of 
bed. In one instance the right arm and hand were so painful that for a long time the limb was quite useless, 
practically paralysed; the hand swelled considerably, and during the night the whole limb was the seat of a 
burning heat. In this case great relief followed the employment of faradization. In another case, that of 
an elderly gentleman, the attack of dengue was followed by a gradual and increasing impairment of sight. 
Amongst the Chinese I have noted many instances of debility, dyspepsia, rheumatism, paralysis of certain 
groups of muscles, and perhaps insanity, as consequences of dengue. 

Scarcely had this disease subsided ere an epidemic of syphilis began, chiefly amongst sailors. It is 
impossible to say how many were infected, but some idea.of the number may be formed from the following 
table kindly supplied me by Dr. Gatioway of H. B. M.S. Zlk. This gun-vessel has been on the station 
for the last nine months; the crew numbers 70 men, and no unusual restriction has been placed upon their 
going on shore, at least since the subsidence of the dengue epidemic. 


TABLE showing the amount and character of Venereal disease contracted in Amoy by the 
crew of H. B. M. S. £/k, from September 1872 to March 1873. 


PATIENTS ENTERED ON SICK LIST. PATIENTS NOT ENTERED ON SIGK LIST. 
PERSON. Date CONTRACTED, DISEASE. PERson, Date CONTRACTED. DISEASE. 
‘Seaman,..... September 13th, 1872,...| Syphilis. Seaman,...... November, 1872, ...... Syphilis. 
Chinaman,... - 30th, 1872,...| Gonorrhoa. 2 SORE a S872, ...... % 
o. ...| November 1872,... eS: Me Soa * 1872, ...... a 
Seaman,...... December 1872, at aa January, 1873, ...... Gonorrhea. 
Re Ohta - 1872, oe a - SOs, «55. m 
oe akan 26th, 1872, Be a February, 1873, ...... Syphilis. 


‘ovnes 1873, ...... ic 
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Thus during seven months, out of a crew of 70 men, 25 had venereal disease; there were other 
cases, but as they were contracted elsewhere than in Amoy they are not given in the above table. All the 
cases entered as syphilis were not instances of hard chancre, though a large ratio were. If this table and 
the facts it exposes are to be taken as the standard for the rest of the floating population passing through 
Amoy, an enormous amount of disease must be assumed as having originated here. There is a great 
similarity between the different cases. The period of incubation is usually a very long one, from four to six 
weeks, the chancre is of the most trifling character as an ulcer, but_the induration is extensive, very marked, 
and persists for months; the inguinal glands enlarge and harden but do not suppurate, and usually in about 
six weeks from the discovery of the sore, or about two or three months from the date of infection, roseola or 
acne, usually the former, and sore throat present themselves. In good constitutions and where treatment 
can be carried out properly the symptoms are as usual very amenable to treatment by mercury. It is 
impossible however to estimate the damage done to the unhealthy and to those who by circumstances cannot 
get proper attention and treatment. The aggravation of the local disease by the sailor's favourite remedy 
for soft chancre, hard chancre, excoriation, herpes and every description of breach of surface about the 
penis—burnt alum or ‘powdered bluestone thoroughly applied—the injudicious salivation,. the mental 
distress, the headache, sore throat, rheumatism, cachexia and the whole train of syphilitic horrors, make up 
an indescribable amount of suffering. It is painful to witness the progress and spread of so much mischief, 
wilful both on the part of the victim and on the part of those who might look after him better. It has 
been abundantly proved that syphilis can be stamped out by very simple measures. These may meet with 
much opposition in many parts of Europe, but here, where on such subjects unglozed facts have made people 
more latitudinarian, there can be little to hinder the adoption of measures calculated to check and finally 
eradicate the disedse. 

During the winter I saw a few cases of whooping cough amongst the Chinese, and since the middle 
of January small-pox was unusually rife. Both diseases were of a very mild type. The small-pox is said 
to have had a mortality of only one in twenty, and on account of the benign type it exhibited the native 
inoculators have been very busy and have probably done much to spread the disease. Seven foreigners 
were attacked, four of the shoregoing and three of the floating population. All the cases ran a very mild 
course, being much modified by previous vaccination. 

An epidemic worthy of a passing notice showed itself amongst the lange. stud of horses and ponies — 
owned by foreigners. The symptoms are, a sero-purulent discharge from the'nose, usually from one nostril, 
enlargement of the corresponding submaxillary gland, loss of condition, and in several cases glandular 
swellings in different parts of the body—in one case abscess. The disease continues without much alteration 
for months. No horse has recovered from it nor has any died. At first it was confined to one stable. On 
the supposition that it might be glanders several were slaughtered, and in one of these, the only one 
opened, superficial ulcerations of the mucous membrane of the nose were discovered; the enlarged sub- 
maxillary gland on being cut into was found to contain a few drops of sticky pus, as also did several small 
button-like swellings on one flank. 

During the six months, there were no deaths on shore. There were 3 amongst the shipping, none 
of them from disease, however. One was caused by fractured cranium from a fall from aloft; another, a 
Siamese, a case of stabbing; the circumstances of the third were peculiar. I was sent for on the morning 
after New-year’s day to see a sailor said to have been found dead in bed. I found him lying in his bunk, ~ 
his face buried in a soft pillow,-the nose driven to one. side by the weight of the head, the face livid from 
congestion, froth about the mouth and nostrils, the body still warm and-in a state of cadaveric rigidity. No 
disease was detected at the postmortem examination, but great congestion of the lungs, engorgement of the 
right side of the heart, and patches of ecchymosis on the pleura and pericardium were found. The 
contents of the stomach stank of liquor. At the inquest his companions said he had had a great deal to 
drink the previous evening and was naturally a very heavy sleeper. No doubt he smothered himself while 
in a state of helpless drunkenness. The Siamese wes stabbed on New-year’s day and was found dead the 
— morning. ieee : 
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During the six months nearly 140 sailing vessels were under observation ; the average stay of each 
was nearly 17 days; their crews consisted of 915 371 Malays, and 246 Chinamen, total 1,532. 
Amongst these 90 were sick on arrival, and 142 became sick while in port.’ 


‘Last of Cases of Disease occurring among the floating population from 1st October 1872 to 
31st March 1873. 


jt.—Miasmatic Diseases. 
4 cases of dengue. 
3° 455 4, intermittent fever. 


6.— Diseases of the Generative Organs. 
2 cases of stricture of the urethra. 
I 4» », urethritis. 


I yy yy febricula, I 4, “», Secondary orchitis. 
, 3» 9» Stmall-pox. I 4 » Phymosis. 
/ Egy gy typhoid fever. I 45 9) epididymitis. 
2.—Enthetic Diseases. I 4, » Dalanitis. 
39 cases of gonorrhea. 7.—Diseases of the Integuments. 
© 45 4, primary venereal sore. 2 cases of boils. 
| 34 55 4 constitutional syphilis. I 4 » ulcer of the foot. 
3.—Diseases of the Digestive Organs. I 4, 4, ulcer of the leg. 
29 cases of diarrhoea. ) Sic yy MO 
3.» 9» dysentery. 8.—Diseases of the Bye. 
I, 4, Sorethroat. — 5 cases of conjunctivitis. 
4 » 95 Gyspepsia. . 9.— Accidents. 
Lins yee. oe 3 cases of incised wound. 
I 4, 5 lumbricus. oS » ©» Druise. 
5 69 yy tapeworm. mS yy Or “ 
I 45 5, enlarged tonsils. I 4, » fracture of femur. 
3 » » gastric catarrh. I 5 », fracture of cranium. 
4.— Diseases of the Circulatory and Respiratory I 5 », asphyxia from drunkenness. 
Organs. I » Sprain. 
2 cases of phthisis. 10,—Other Dine 
2 45. », bronchitis. : ; 2 cases of whitlow. 
om gs pleurisy. | I 4). 5, bursitis. 
I 4 », angina pectoris. 2. 5) 55 adenitis. 
5. —Diathetic Diseases. I 5) 55 Synovitis. 
1 case of gout. I 4, 4», alcoholism. 


4 4» rheumatism. 
2 » » Sciatica. 
I 4 5, dengue rheumatism. 


Although the ratio of primary venereal sore is double that of previous reports, it by no means 
represents the total of cases acquired within the last six months in.Amoy. ‘The incubation period of the 
indurated vhancre is so long that sailors becoming infected pass from under observation before the disease 
is developed, and in many instances the local disease is so trifling that a careless man pays no attention 


* to it. 


The case of tophotd came from Woosung. The symptoms were very well marked, the rose coloured 
spots and the température curve were particularly characteristic. Althovgh his ship had been in the river, 
he did not go ashore at Woosung, nor did the ship take in water there, so that it is difficult to say how he 
became infected. 

Lymph prormeed the report for the half year ended 30th September 1871,* short notes were 
given of three cnaes of s peculiar disease of the scrotum, of which, during a six years xpeene = Formesa 
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- and Amoy, one case only had been seen. Since writing that report six additional cases have presented 
themselves, the notes of five of which I subjoin. The sixth left the hospital before I could get an account 
of him, but as far as I remember his case resembled the others. I have considered it of importance to give 
the notes, as nearly as is compatible with clearness, as they were made by the Chinese assistants. Thus, 
though perhaps at the expense of elegance, I hope to give true portraits of the originals. 

4. ‘Sun san; eet. 31; sailor; native of Tchin Rhang, Oahai; unmarried; a poor man living on rice and 

vegetables. 

When 19 years of age he received a severe beating and suffered much in consequence. To remove 

the effects of the beating he took some native medicine, and soon after taking this his scrotum became 
red, swollen and painful. This continued for four months, and it was only after taking some other medicine 
that it subsided. About this time he began to have attacks of quotidian and tertian ague, many attacks in 
the course of a year, and when the ague was on him the inguinal glands and scrotum became red, swollen 
and paipful, but when the ague got well the local symptoms disappeared. These, attacks were of short 
duration though of frequent occurrence. They continued to recur during 10 years until he was 29 years 
of age. About this time he became dissipated, and exhausting himself he got an ague which did not leave 
him for 5 months; during all which time the scrotum, testicles and inguinal glands were inflamed. This 
subsided, and 16 months ago, two small vesicles appeared at the bottom of the thickened scrotum, and these 
frequently bursting discharged from half an ounce to four or five ounces of serous looking fluid. The left 
testicle, hitherto considerably enlarged, now diminished in size. 

On his way to the hospital he walked great distances, and in consequence the scrotum and testicles 
were considerably inflamed when I first saw him. A fluctuating swelling over the right testicle was opened 
by a small incision and about a tablespoonful of dark sanious pus evacuated. When the sac of the abscess 
appeared to be emptied of its original contents a thin fluid exuded through the wound. The skin of the 
scrotum and penis was thickened but soft and pliant. Abundance of straw coloured fluid could be obtained 
by pricking the two small vesicles already mentioned at the lower part of the scrotum, but from no other 
part. The inguinal glands, four on each side, were very much enlarged, hard and slightly tender. 

5. TAN PorH; wt. 53; pedlar; native of Amoy; lives on rice, salt fish and salted vegetables. 

Since he was 30 years of age he has been very liable to attacks of quotidian or tertian ague during the 
summer. At 34 his left testicle enlarged and became painful, he being at the time suffering from an 
unusually severe attack of ague. After lasting about 10 days the inflammation and ague subsided. After 
another interval of about 10 days the other testicle became swollen and painful and the ague returned. 
The patient described the pain as excessive, evidently that of orchitis. After ten days more an abscess 

formed, and discharged about two ounces of fetid pus. It healed in about a week, and when it had healed 
the ague had left him. Nothing appears to have occurred until about a year after these symptom of disease 
in the scrotur: had subsided, but at the end of this time the scrotum itself began to thicken, the ague 
returned, and the inguinal glands swelled to the size of a duck’s egg and became painful.- In a few days he 
got quit of the ague and the scrotum diminished a little in size. From that time for 15 years he has had 
attacks of ague, accompanied by swelling of the inguinal glands and scrotum, once or twice every month, 

the attacks lasting for five or six days. When 51 years of age he first observed vesicles on his scrotum, 
and then he had had no inflammation or fever for upwards of a year previously, the scrotum appearing only 
thickened. This year he had a relapse of ague and swollen scrotum and glands lasting for 6 days. When 

this subsided, and as soon as he could walk, he came to the hospital. . 

When I saw him only one inguinal gland on each side was enlarged. The scrotum was studded with 
vesicles, which on being pricked exuded at first a bloody looking fiuid, but after running for a short time it 
became clear and serous looking. 

6. TOHON GIM; eet. 19; native of Amoy; unmarried; a shroff in a foreign hong, and in . datenable 
circumstances. 

With the exception of an attack of ague 11 months ago he has always enjoyed excellent health. He 
had only three or four ague fits at that time and has had none since. a commen tee Sareeteaen the beh 


r 
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‘testicle became swollen and very painful. The orchitis lasted for about 3 weeks, and from this date the 

scrotum thickened without inflammation, steadily increasing in size. Within a month a swelling gradually 
formed on the right side over the saphenous opening, and after another month the left side became similarly 
affected. With these exceptions he has continued in perfect health. No discharge from the scrotum. 

The skin of the scrotum is soft and pliable, but roughened by innumerable vesicles which when pricked 
discharge three or four ounces at a time of a light salmon-coloured, milky fluid. This coagulates rapidly, 
separating on standing into a clot and serum. The clot rapidly contracts, and on its surface a number of 
red branching lines form, converging to a point where the coloured matter accumulates in greater quantity. 
The appearance of vascularity is very like that on the surface of a fertilised egg. After standing for one 
night the clot disappears, and only a white fluid similar to that drawn off the previous afternoon, with a 

small quantity of dark red sandy looking sediment, remains. 

Under the microscope, the exuded fluid was seen to contain two kinds of corpuscles, in most respects 

_like those of the blood. The two kinds appeared to be in about equal proportions. Those similar to the 
red corpuscles differed from those of the blood in not exhibiting any disposition to accumulate in rouleaux, 
but rolled across the field one quite independent of the other. Thus they exhibited many different shapes, 

-according as the surface or the edge of the disk was presented to the eye. The accompanying rough sketch 
gives some idea of the variety of forms observed. 


3 


BA 


1, 2, 3, 4, §.—Corpuscles like red blood corpuscles, appearing of different shapes according as the edge or surface of the 
-dlisc is presented to the eye: 

6, 7.—The same doubled on themselves. 

8, 9.—The same partly desiccated. 

10, 11.—Spherical corpuscles like white blood corpuscles. 
12.—Appearance as they float across the field. 


-_ 
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7. TCHIN stEN; wt. 55; a field labourer; native of Liong Shae; lives on rice, salted fish and 
vegetables. 

Since childhood he has been very subject. to quartan ague. Ten years ago he had two abscesses. 
in the scrotum, after which it became swollen and painful. Whenever the ague was on him the fever and 
inflammation subsided together. He has had an intermitting discharge from the scrotum for about a year 
only. Fifteen months ago he had an attack of ague, more severe than usual, and accompanied by swelling and 
pain of the left knee; since then this joint has been stiff and limited in its movements. He had an ague 
when he presented himself at the hospital, the scrotum was swollen and tense, and the vesicles, at other 
times very apparent, were obliterated, evidently by the stretching of the skin. Still, vein-like lines could 
be seen under the skin filled with a fluid which, by pressing the finger along the course of the vessel, could 
be driven elsewhere. Ordinarily the scrotum is about the size of a small pumelo; it is studded with 
innumerable vesicles which burst four or five times a month, discharging 4 or 5 ounces of clear serous 
looking fluid at a time. Inguinal glands enlarged. 

- 8. In T80; et. 65; a field labourer; native of Khan Khaw ; lives on wheat, sweet potatoes, salt fish 
and vegetables. 

One of his sons has elephantiasis of the leg, i increasing rapidly with frequently repeated attacks of 
fever and inflammation of the lymphatics. He himself, until he was upwards of 30 years of age, enjoyed 
excellent health ; then he had an ague, and afterwards for the last 32 years has had a recurrence of the 
ague every winter ; the attacks are of short duration, lasting for a few days only. Last year, however, about 
8 months ago, he had a heavier attack than usual, tertian in type and lasting for 4 months. During 
this attack the inguinal glands became swollen and painful, the skin of the scrotum thickened, rough, 
irregular, and covered. with innumerable vesicles. The acuter symptoms subsided after a time, but the 
vesicles and enlargement of the serotum remained, and, sometimes spontaneously but sometimes as the result 
of injury, the vesicles would rupture every month or two discharging 6 or 8 ounces of fluid, the discharge 
running for 3 or 4 days at a time and ceasing spontaneously. 

When he came to hospital I pricked two or three of the vesicles, and easily collected about 10 
ounces of a clear straw-coloured fluid of specific gravity 1010. On standing a short time, the fluid was seen 
to coagulate, though more feebly than in case No. 6, and the clot did not exhibit such marked contractile 
properties, but as in that case, the surface of the clot became streaked with red branching lines. The clot 
did not redissolve. Under the microscope plenty of corpuscles, like those of blood without the reddish tinge 
and disposition to accumulate in rouleaux, and corpuscles like those of lymph, were observed. As in all of 
these cases, the fluid became solid on boiling. . 

The leading facts of these eight cases are condensed and arranged in the accompanying table ; the 
points of resemblance and contrast can thus be ascertained at a glance, and an sos tg a to a correct 
idea of the history of the disease arrived at. 
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From a study of these cases I conclude that the history of the disease is as follows :—The patient,. 
of any age from 18 to 72, has probably been subject to attacks of malarial fever; usually he has had many 
attacks but sometimes only one. During a pgroxysm of the fever the scrotum and inguinal glands or perhaps 
the testicles become inflamed. Such attacks of fever and inflammation may be repeated’ many times, and 
usually, during one of these, an abscess forms in the scrotum, Afler one of these attacks, the swelling of 
the parts having somewhat subsided, vesicles are discovered on the surface of the thick and roughened 
scrotum ; after a time one of these vesicles bursts spontaneously or is opened, and a large quantity of straw- 
coloured serous looking fluid escapes, The opening thus made is maintained for several days, and when 
about 8 or 10 ounces or more of fluid have run away, heals. The bulk of the scrotum is much reduced 
by the discharge; after a very few days however, the fluid reaccumulates, the vesicles refill, and the affected 
parts become as big and cumbersome as before. In every case the inguinal glands are enlarged. If the 
fluid is examined it is found to be loaded with albumen, and to have a specific gravity of about toro; 
it coagulates spontaneously and contains corpuscles like those of the blood, the spherical in a much 
larger proportion than in that fluid and those resembling the red corpuscles destitute of colour and cohesive 
properties. Should the fluid contain a very large quantity of corpuscles it may be of a light salmon colour 
and milky consistence. The coagulum has the property of contracting, in some cases redissolving, and it 
invests itself with a network of delicate red lines resembling dilated capillaries or very small blood vessels. 

It is difficult to determine positively, from the data we possess, what is the precise nature of this 
strange disease. I look upon it as a sort of lymph dropsy, caused by arrest of the circulation of lymph 
through the glands appertaining to the lymphatic system of the scrotum ; this stoppage of circulation depend. 
ing on the thickening and constriction these delicate vessels have undergone during repeated attacks of 
inflammation of malarial origin. The lymph thus obstructed in its progress towards the blood accumulates 
in the scrotal lymphatics, dilates them, and continues to some extent the development it has begun which 
would otherwise have been completed in the thoracic duct or general circulation. Hence the advanced state 
of its corpuscles and the striking character of the coagulum. Why the lymph should not become organised 
into a tissue as in ordinary elephantiasis, when in the body, is the mystery of the disease. Perhaps some _ 
explanation of this may be afforded by the abscess which in most instances precedes the development of the 
vesicles, or there may be some radical difference between this and the ordinary form of elephantiasis, 
rendering this “ rece: a disease sui generis. 


B. —Dr. W. W. Myenrs’s Report on the Sanitary Condition of Chefoo from 
1st April 1872 to 31st March 1873. 


 Hivine already * denoribed the sengrephion! and hygienic features of this port, little remains for 
me now but to pass on to the meteorological and nosological records. First I would draw attention to the 
agreeable) modification the temperature underwent during last summer as contrasted with the previous one. 
Chefoo has thus recovered that portion of its fame which was lost by the unprecedented heat of the 
previous year, and has once more asserted its rank as the sanatorium of China. 


METEOROLOGICAL TABLE. 
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Noré.—For these readings I am indebted to Mr. Howarp, Harbour Master at this port. They were taken from 
instruments placed on a wall having a north-easterly aspect. | 

I have roughly ascertained the relative quantities of ozone present in different parts of the settlement 
and outskirts. Taking the ordinary iodide of potassium and starch test-paper I assumed that paper as the 
standard which showed the most marked signs of chemical decomposition. This I called 1; and represented 
lower evidences of chemical action by decimals. 

Thus at “Cunningham’s Bungalow,” i.¢. at the extreme end of the western bight of the East Beach, 
I found the paper exhibited the deepest tint. I marked this 1. 

At the Chefoo Family Hotel, about 500 yards nearer the settlement than the last place, the effect 
may I think be indicated by -9. : : 

At ‘Fuller's House,” say half a mile nearer Yentai, I should also indicate the amount of ozone by 
the decimal ‘9. 

At a point in Beach Street, half way between the sea and Sieta’s store, the indications may be 
represented by ‘8. 

At a point two thirds up Signal Hill, ‘9. ; 

At the back of the site of the old Consulate—a position somewhat similar to the one chosen at 
“Cunningham's Bungalow,”—facing the sea, the tint was entitled to be registered as 1. 

This of course is but a very rough method of ascertaining the amount of ozone present; but in the 
absence of means and time to make more accurate experiments I have thought that even this primitive 
plan of measuring results may serve temporarily and prove of interest. That the atmosphere is not any- 
where deficient in allotropic oxygen is pretty plain; but still the different effects at the various points chosen 
were in my opinion clearly visible and are as accurately indicated as possible by the decimals given. I regret 
not having the ome by me for working out the results obtained from a test solution of known strength, 

* Customs Medical Reports No. 3, p. 37. mn 


so until next year I must postpone this more correct and scientific way of warts the information I have 


the pharynx. 
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for the present only hinted at. 

During few previous years has there been such a gathering of ships of war, ya I fancy it has never 
been the good fortune of any medical officer to have to record’ less disease or. mortality. More than one 
naval surgeon has expressed his gratification at the results obtained from the trip to this port on ships’ 
companies previously unhealthy. It will be seen by reference to the meteorological table that last winter was 
by no means severe; but I cannot say, judging from the nosological record, that this proved much of an 
advantage. The cold here, even in the extremity of its severity, is, as I have pointed out before, dry and 
generally equable during day and night; but during last winter the diminished temperature was accompanied 
by sudden changes which proved more than usually disadvantageous to those prone to ailments of the 
respiratory organs. I do not, however, think that on the whole we have very much to complain of. It will 
be seen that twa deaths occurred during the winter from diphtheria, and as these were the first fatal cases, as 
far as I know, from this disease amongst foreigners at this port, I append a brief description of each. 

_~ first saw A. B., et 6 years, child of the master of a vessel, at five o’clock in the afternoon, and found 
him suffering from intense dyspnoea with hard throbbing pulse. On auscultation loud mucous rales were 
heard, as also a well marked cardiac bruit. The tonsils were much congested, and one or two patches of 
leathery membrane could be observed at the back of the pharynx. 

In spite of all that was done he died in about 2 hours after I saw him, and 24 hours after 
the appearance of the first symptoms. His father told me that up to a short period prior to my seeing him, 
he had seemed to be suffering from a severe cold with more or less sore throat, but without alarming 
symptoms. He further informed me that about 2 years before he had suffered from a low fever at Singa- 
pore, that although he appeared to get strong and well, he would often while walking complain of 
breathlessness with palpitation, which however had never appeared serious énough to demand special atten- 
tion. A postmortem revealed a large yellow fibrinous clot in the right ventricle, and signs of diphtheritic 
disease, not to a sufficient extent however to account of itself for the fatal result. Death was doubtless 
immediately due to the clot rendering the heart incapable of resisting even the comparatively slight impedi- 
ment which the incipient disease had imposed through the obstructed respiration. That the formation of 
the clot either coincided with the fever or closely followed its abatement I think there can be little 
doubt—a contingency not improbable as shown by RicHarpson and others. 

I was on the point of leaving the ship when my attention was called to another son, wt 9 years, 
complaining of sore throat. Examination revealed an early stage of diphtheria. He was immediately ordered 
a gargle containing one drachm of sulphurous acid to the ounce of water, and a mixture containing 20 minims 
of the tincture of perchloride of iron to each dose, to be taken every five hours. Auscultation showed no 
cardiac complication nor did any of the ulterior symptoms seem to point to such. On the following day 
the disease had developed itself more fully. With the exception of sponging out the pharynx with a strong 
solution of carbolic dcid,* pothing was done beyond continuing the medicines ordered on the previous 
day. Next day the lad appeared less restless, and I was just going to conclude my visit when a cry of alarm 
from his father brought me once more to the bedside. I found the boy apparently dying from asphyxia, 
with livid countenance and turgid veins. As the immediate cause of obstruction was obviously the separation 
of a portion of membrane which was blocking up the trachea, I proveeded at once to perform tra- 
cheotomy, although it was doubtful whether life could be sustained sufficiently long. The operation was 
rendered more difficult by a rocking ship, a small cabin and only two nervous but willing sailors for assistants. 
As the knife entered the tube a perfect cast of the lower part of the trachea down to the bifurcation was 
violently blown out, and the little patient seemed to have been snatched from death. In a minute or two 
he was laughing, but although he lived 48 hours more and was apparently. better, after this period 
symptoms of blood poisoning set in and he died A easienaly on the third morning after the operation, and the 
fifth after my first seeing him. 

* In an adult I believe Ihave seen the disease cut short by the application at an early stage of pure carbolic acid to 
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' In this last case, though tracheotomy eidheappitiieian oot effective. in averting the fatal result, the 
relief from great suffering was I believe sufficient inducement for its performance, even if certain and rapid 
death had not been inevitable in the event of the tube being allowed to remain unopened. Here laryngotomy 
was contra-indicated; but in some cases where the necessity for rapid section is urgent, I fancy it might 
be found most speedy and convenient even if only used as a temporary aid, the major operation being pro- 
ccedell with more leisurely and with less trouble from the congested Vessels, thus reduced if not quite brought 
to a normal condition. I should, with children, be rather inclined to an early performance of the. former 
operatioa-in well marked cases of diphtheria; and I believe that this step is advocated by Professor Spence 
of Edinburgh who has had considerable experience as to the effect of tracheotomy in diphtheria,and whom 
T have seenon more than one occasion resort to it successfully. As to remedies I may mention that in other 
more fortunate cases I attributed the satisfactory result to stimulants, free and frequent internal administra- 
tion of iron, and a liberal application of antiseptics in gargle and by sponge. 

A few hours after the ship’s arrival a Chinese passenger on board died suddenly ; and from the 
description of the symptoms from which he suffered while at sea and those just preceding death I am strongly 
of a that diphtheria was the-disease to which he succumbed. 
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II, Enthetic Diseases :— | 
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Ill: Dictic Diseases :-— 
» Intemperance, 
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IV. Parasitic Diseases aaa 


Ringworm, (Chinese,) . J 
Tape Worm, . “ 
Oxyutis Vermicularis, 


| lw 
oe 
ris 


| wo | 
tN 
Lew | 
ee 
| Lew 
— 


aa ll 


B.—ConstitvuTionaL Diseases. 
I. Diathetic Diseases :— 
‘Gout, ae , 
Rheumatism, 
Asthma, ; 
Il. Tubercular Diseases :— | : 
Phthisis Pulmonalis, . _—_.. 1* he 1* eg 5° 1* 1* 1* “yt Gage Bo oe 
Phthisis Abdominis, . _ --- —- I I — — oe pats aa ft pa 
C.—Locat Drsases. : : 
I, Diseases of the Nervous System:— 
Cerebral Abscess, 
Neuralgia, . 
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* Same case all through these months. 
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C.—LOcAL Diseases.—Continued, 
Il, Diseasesof Circulatory System :— 


Varicose Veins, ‘ 
Abdominal Aortic Aneuriam, 


III. Diseases of RespiratorySystem:-— 


Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, 


Diseases of Digestive ie _ 


IV, 


Cirrhosis (Liver), 
Enteritis, ; 
Fistula in Ano, . , 
V. Diseases of Urinary System:— 
Cystitis, . 
VIL. Diseases of ibepuibsaaiby 
System:— 
Frost Bite, . 
Eczema, . ; : : 
Whitlow, . . — 
Abscess, . ‘ ; ‘ 
IX. Diseases of the Eye:— 
Pannus, 


D.—DEvVELOPMESTAL Diseases. 
Il. of Women:— 


. Leucorrheea, . 
Menorrhagia,. 
Amenorrhma, . 


E.—LE&SIONS FROM VIOLENCE TENDING TO 
SUDDEN DEATH. 


I, Accident:— 
Stab,. . . 
Incised Wound, ; 
Contused Wounds, 
Fractures, - 
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foreign community resident. here. 


* Same case, 


At first sight it may strike the reader that the numbers tabulated under the respective diseases equal, 

and in some instances exceed those with which other and avowedly less healthy ports are accredited. I 
must at once point out that, with comparatively few exceptions, the cases coming under treatment in Chefoo 

* either occur on board ship or are sent from other ports in order to convalesce. I possess a separate record 

of the ailments which arise in the port; but beyond noticing their triviality and paucity of number, I include 

_. them without remark in the general list, as it seems inadvisable to enter into particulars in view of the small 


It will be seen that last year I had 30 cases of intermittent fever under treatment. With 3 exceptions 


a all had their origin in Japan, Amoy, or Swatow. Of the others, two were sent up from a 
arose here in a patient who had suffered elsewhere from fever two years previously. 
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’ Of thniietoa there were 59 cases, but this. number must be understood to include very many slight 
attacks several of which broke out on board ship after the detestable water procufed at this port had been 
taken 3 in. It will be seen that we had the greatest number of cases in July. 

Dysentery appeared in 34 cases, of which the greatest number occurred in J uly. Only in one instance, 
and that a patient who came here suffering from diarrhea, can I localise the commencement of the attack 
in Chefoo. 

_Enthetic disease is as wife here as elsewhere. The means of infection are found here as well as at other 
places, and moreover crowds of victims are sent hither chiefly from Amoy, Swatow and Takow. The number 
of syphilitic cases thus amounted to 67, and under this heading I include only cases in which the constitu- 
tional effects were well marked. 

Of Gonorrhea I saw 31 cases which*had their proportionate amount of sequela in bubo and 
orchitis. | 

I cannot join in the complaint which is so universal elsewhere in China, namely the prevalence of 

worms amongst children and adults. I do not know whether this immunity is only possessed by foreigners 
as I have scarcely any opportunity of seeing native practice ; but whether it be by good fortune or accident, 
I must record the remarkable comparative absence of these troublesome parasites. It may be interesting to 
state that the majority of my few cases occurred amongst adults. 
: - Aortic Aneurism.—During last summer it will be seen that a case of this disease came under notice. 
The swelling perceptibly diminished under treatment with ivdide of potassium and perfect rest; but since 
September I have lost sight of the patient, and can therefore only hopé that this favourable aspect of affairs 
has continued. 

Dyspepsia.—I| saw 34 cases, and in every instance I was able to confirm the views as to classification 
and treatment advocated by Dr. CuamBens of St. Mary’s Hospital.. I cannot speak too strongly of the effect 
of the mixture of quinine and strychnine with the nocturnal pill of aloes, myrrh and iron, in those cases 
of dyspepsia with loss of tone extending all along the alimentary canal, so frequently met with amongst 
foreigners in China. 

‘In the foregoing table I have made no reference to obstetric practice, and perhaps it is unnecessary 
even now to do more than say how uniformly favourable convalescence after parturition is: Even in cases 
where the system has been subjected to considerable shock and exhaustion we have as yet, so far as I can 
learn, no fatal result after labour to record. That this is mainly due to climatic influences more than one 
case would seem to prove. In two years and a half 51 foreign births have taken place with no maternal 
death and but one instance (embryotomy) of infant mortality. Before passing from this subject I may 
mention a method of stimulating the uterus by artificial perineal pressure, first suggested by Dr. Witson, 
Anatomical Demonstrator at the University of Cambridge, and communicated to me by Dr. Henperson of 
this port. Dr. Wison’s plan is, first with one finger, gradually increasing the number to three, to commence 
at the promontory of the sacrum and slowly but firmly to exert pressure on the subjacent parts until the 
tips of the fingers are nearly withdrawn from the orifice, the pressure being special as the fingers traverse 
the perineum. Dr. Wisoy was first led to try this plan by observing the rapidity and intensity with which 
the uterine pains are increased on the head coming down on the perineum. I have followed this suggestion 
on two or three occasions and I have been fully satisfied with the result. 

No Epidemic visited the port during the year. 

General.—tIn my last report I made a brief allusion to the sulphur baths in the vicinity of this port, 
and I can now do little more than corroborate the statements then made. Their effect is most marked on 
many cutaneous diseases but especially on those of syphilitic and constitutional origin. Rheumatic patients 
are considerably benefitted, and I have noticed great improvement in those who, suffering from general debility, 
where an alterative and tonic system of treatment was indicated, have gone to bathe in the waters. That 
. ‘the effect is considerably aided by the country air and the temptations which the surrounding scenery holds 
forth for healthy exercise is very — 
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Holding so high an opinion of the virtue of these baths it will riot be thought out of place to append 
a brief deseription of the plac e, the quarters to be obtained and other particulars likely to be interesting to 
intending tourists. For a great deal of this information T am indebted to two residents of Shanghai, as also 
to another gentlemen till lately a resident in Chefoo. 


The bath is situated at a village called HH Ri HE (Loong- Chuen-Tgng) about 33 miles in an easterly 
direction from Yentai, the journey to which may be accomplished in miile-litters in about it hotts, or 
in a much shorter time on horseback. The cost of conveyance there and back with a pack-donkey 
amounts to about $7. The accommodation is that of an ordinary Chinese inn, but I have bee assured 
that the discomfort is by no means intolerable, and detracts little from one’s appreciation of the béatities of 
the country, the charming walks, and the benefits of bathing. For the tise of a root iti which a party of two 
stayed, with water and a Coolie to assist the servant, 300 cash per day was charged. I need scarcely say that 
it is absolutely necessary to go provided with bed and bedding and forcigt stores, Eggs, fowls and Chinese 
bread ape’at all times to be procured, and on Tuesdays, the market days, fish and other delicacies are to be 
obtained. 1,000 cash per day may be reckoned As the outside cost of living at the sprites; and as the 
Mexican dollar only changes there for 1,060 cash and in Yentai for 1,200 of £,300 it would be advisable for 
tourists to take a stock of “bamboo cash” sufficient for the trip. The proprietor of one of the iniis Fk * 
Yrrc Mow, has promised (if a Chinese promise is worth anvthing) to prepare two rooms for foreign visitors 
and completely partition them off from the celestial abodes. 

The road, after crossing the hills at the back of Yentai, lies across a lotig and not very interesting 
plain, aid it is not until within a few milés of the village that the wild mountain scenery, glens bedecked 

with ‘beautiful verdure, and mountain streams rishing down flower-covered ravines meet the eye of the 
traveller. The proximity of the bath makes itself known at some little distance from the village, where the 
sulphurous odours ¢an be distinctly perceived. The bath is about ro feet long by 8 feet broad and about 
2 feet deep. It is said to empty itself once in every ro muintes, Whilst in it or close to it the sulphuretted 
hydrogen smell before alluded to is very marked, but this one does not mind after a while. The great 
drawback to its wse is the crowd of native bathers in daily attendance; but with care hows may be found 
when the bath is clear. Should persons wish to drink the water they must collect it in the quietude of 
night after the bath has had time to empty itself frequently; and the best method of drawing it is to 
immerse a corked bottle well under the surface at the east end of the spring, uneork and allow it to fill, 
recorking it well previous to withdrawal, The bath is walled round and covered by a ‘Toot a by 
four brick ‘pillars ‘so as to admit free currents of air. 

Besides the walks, one may enjoy visits to the plantations of serub-oak where the pongee- producing 
worms are fed, and to a beautifully situated temple in the vicinity where presides, they say, the god of healing. 
The tourist will have proudly pointed out to him as proof of the salubrity of the place, four generations of 
a family, viz., gteat-grandfather 87 years, grandfather 55 years, sons 20 and 25, and great-grandchildren 
respectively 7 years and 5 years; and in many other ways health and recreation may be obtained from the 
country «nd its sities [ may further mention that donkeys can be readily hired, so that those 
excnrsionists who eschew walking from choice or inability had best go provided with saddlery. 

The followimg particulars may prove interesting :-—_ 

2 The temperature of the bath varies from 1ro° through 112° to 119° (I give the statements of 
. different authorities), and if used for a longer period than 5 minutes a feeling of giddiness (sometimes 
; a syncope) followed by nausea is induced. Should it-be taken at a shorter interval than 3 hours after meals 


ua unpleasant consequences sometimes follow. The following were the effects on their vascular systems 
. experienced by two gentlemen. One is a strong athletic aman in perfect health; the other does not. possess 
i so robust a frame and had been ailing for some time. | call them respectively Y and Z. 
Y's pulse before going into bath 76 | \, 
. Zs ” ” ” ” ” ve ; Morning. 


Temperature of bath 110° 


CHEFOO, 


After 7 minutes in bath— 
Y’s ptilse was (5 minutes after coming out) 108 
ype oH a ‘ is yas 
Y’s pulse before going ists bath . . Night. 


Z's be be 99 ¥9 99 


After 10 minutes in bath— 
} : Y’s pulse was on coming out 104 
Z's ” ?? ” ” 4 
Pulses ns in 10 minutes after coming out— 
Y's to 84 beats. : 
Beye? « ‘ : 
It will thus be seeh that persons suffering from debility complicated with marked cardiac affection 
should abstain from bathing, or at any rate should exercise great discretion. 

' Before passing from this subject [I should state that there are other baths situated at a village called 
TSan-Tang 7 il 3 ina north-westerly direction from Chefoo, distant about 50 miles. The waters are 
reputed by the Chinese to be possessed of even greater virtues than those of the other, and foreigners who have 
been there seem to lean towards this opinion. But on account of some misunderstanding*which took place 
three years ago between the natives and a party of foreigners, the former have ever since stoutly set their 
faces against visitors, and do all they can to prevent them coming by making it as uncomfortable as possible, 
putting prohibitive prices on accommodation, &. &c. Thave therefore been able to gather but few particulars 
of the place, but I trust that a conciliatory policy may yet procure permission for people to visit these 
springs. 

At L-San-Tang there are four or five baths, one of which is situated in a room and kept more or less 
private. This bath-room is continuous with two others where, I am told, sleeping accommodation used to be 
provided. _The temperature of the bath ranges as high as r24° F. The scenery and objects of interest 
are quite as témpting as those at Loong-Chuen-Tang. I have omitted to mention that all persons who have 
visited this last named place and with whom I have conversed agree in praising the uniform civility and 
hospitality they met with from the natives, as also their readiness to forward the wishes of their' visitors. 
Whether this happy state of affairs can be brought about at [-San-Tang remains to be seen, but until it is 
the journey there would probably end in disappointment. 

In conclusion I would suggest that parties visiting the east springs (Loong-Chnen-Tang) should 
take a bath-tub with them, as by this means they would be able to secure a bath at home more conveniently, 
and cértainly with greater security from intrusion. 


Tasie of Deaths oceurring amongst Foreigners from April 1872 to March 1873. 
——» 


Sex. | DiIsRase. No, REMARKS, — 
Ms sietiicensriece es) iesiatie _ Cirrhosis of arte i Resident. 
| been : Non-resident. 
_ ' °F 
: De 
; e 
: - ‘9 
; Resident. 
2 Non-resident. 
10 2 Residents and § Visitors. 


Analysis of Mortality Tuble.—It will be seen from the above that but 2 deaths occurred amongst the 
members of the community proper, but that the unusally large number of 8 took place amongst those who 
visited Chefoo in pursuit. of health or who formed part of the crews of vessels trading to the port. 
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Holding so high an opinion of the virtue of these baths it will not be thought out-of place to append 
a brief description of the place, the quarters to be obtained and other particulars likely to be interesting to 
intending tourists. For a great deal of this information I am indebted to two residents of — as also 
to another gentlemen till lately a resident in Chefoo. 

The bath is situated at a village called 7 St fH (Loong-Chuen-Tang) about 33 miles in an easterly 
direction from Yentai, the journey to which may be accomplished. in mule-litters in about 11 hours, or 
in a much shorter time on horseback. The cost of conveyance there and back with a pack-donkey 
amounts to about $7. The accommodation is that of an ordinary Chinese inn, but I have been assured 
that the discomfort is by no means intolerable, and detracts little from one’s appreciation of the beauties of 
the country, the charming walks, and the benefits of hathing. For the use of a room in which a party of two 
stayed, with water and a coolie to assist the servant, 300 cash per day was charged. I need scarcely say that 
it is absolutely necessary to go provided with bed and bedding and foreign stores. Eggs, fowls and Chinese 
bread aye’at all times to be procured, and on Tuesdays, the market days, fish and other delicacies are to be 
obtained. 1,000 cash per day may be reckoned as the outside cost of living at the springs; and as the 
Mexican dollar only changes there for 1,000 cash and in Yentai for 1,200 or 1,300 it would be advisable for 
tourists to take a stock of “bamboo cash” sufficient for the trip. The proprietor of one of the inns 7 ae 
Yune Mow, has promised (if a Chinese promise is worth anything) to prepare two rooms for foreign visitors 
and completely partition them off from the celestial. abodes. 

The road, after crossing the hills at the back of Yentai, lies across a long and not very interesting 
plain, and it is not until within a few miles of the village that the wild mountain scenery, glens bedecked 
with beautiful verdure, and mountain streams rushing down flower-covered ravines meet the eye of the 
traveller. The proximity of the bath makes itself known at:some little distance from the village, where the 
sulphurous odours can be distinctly perceived. The bath is about ro feet long by 8 feet broad and about 
3 feet deep. It is said to empty itself once in every 10 muintes.. Whilst in it or close to it the sulphuretted 
hydrogen smell before alluded to is very marked, but this one does not mind after a while. The great 
drawback to its use is the crowd of native bathers in daily attendance; but with care hours may be found 
when the bath is clear. Should persons wish to drink the water they must collect it in the quietude of 
night after the bath has had time to empty itself frequently; and the best method of drawing it is to 
immerse a corked bottle well under the surface at the east end of the spring, uncork and allow it to fill, 
recorking it well previous ‘to withdrawal. The bath is walled round and covered by a roof supported by 
four brick pillars so as to admit free currents of air. 

Besides the walks, one may enjoy visits to the plantations of scrub-oak where the pongee-producing 
worms are fed, and to a beautifully situated temple in the vicinity where presides, they say, the god of healing. 
The tourist will have proudly pointed out to him as proof of the salubrity of the place, four generations of 
a family, viz., great-grandfather 87 years, grandfather 55 years, sons 20 and 25, and great-grandchildren 
respectively 7 years and 5 years; and in many other ways health and recreation may be obtained from the 
country and its inhabitants. I may further mention that donkeys can be readily hired, so that those 
excursionists who eschew walking from choice or inability had best go provided with yess 

The following particulars may prove interesting :— 

The temperature of the bath varies from 110° through 112° to 119° (I give the statements of 
different authorities), and if used for a longer period than 5 minutes a feeling of giddiness (sometimes 
syncope) followed by nausea is induced. Should it be taken at a shorter interval than 3 hours after meals 
unpleasant consequences sometimes follow. The following were the effects on their vascular systems 
experienced by two gentlemen. One is a strong athletic man in perfect health; the other does not. possess 
80 robust a frame and had been ailing for some time.. I call them respectively Y and Z. 


‘ Y's pulse before going into bath - Mor omni 
Z MS) ” 9? 9? 9? ” ne: 


Temperature of bath r1o° 


‘CHEFOO. 


After 7 minutes in bath— 
Y’s pulse was (5 minutes after coming out) 108 


Z's ” ” 18 we 
Y’s pues bofore salle into ‘bath 76 Night 
i Pi ow ee le SD 
After 10 minutes in bath— 
} Y’s pulse was on coming out 104 


Zs yy 29. ” ” 134 
Pulses fell in 10 minutes after coming out— 
Y’s to 84 beats. 
Zs,, 102 ,, 
* It will thus be seen that persons suffering from debility complicated with marked cardiac affection 
should abstain from bathing, or at airy rate should exercise ‘great discretion. 

Before passing from this subject I should state that there are other baths situated at a village called 
I-San-Tang #% [lj 3& in a north-westerly direction from Chefoo, distant about 50 miles. The waters are 
reputed by the Chinese to be possessed of even greater virtues than those of the other, and foreigners who have 
been there seem to lean towards this opinion. But on account of some misunderstanding which took place 
three years ago between the natives and a party of foreigners, the former have ever since stoutly set their 
faces against visitors, and do all they can to prevent thent coming by making it as uncomfortable as possible, 
_ putting prohibitive prices on accommodation, &c, &c. Ihave therefore been able to gather but few particulars 
of the place, but-I trust that a conciliatory policy may yet procure permission for people to visit these 
springs. 

At I-San-Tang there are four or five baths, one of which is situated in a room and kept more or less 
private. This bath-room is continuous with two others where, I am told, sleeping accommodation used to be 
provided. The temperature of the bath ranges as high as 124° F. The scenery and objects of interest 
are quite as tempting as those at Loong-Chuen-Tang. I have omitted to mention that all persons who have 
visited this last named place and with whom I have conversed agree in praising the uniform civility and 
hospitality they met with from the natives, as also their readiness to forward the wishes of their' visitors. 
Whether this happy state of affairs can be brought about at I-San-Tang remains to be seen, but until it is 
the journey there would probably end in disappointment. | 

In conelusion I would suggest that parties visiting the east springs (Loong-Chuen-Tang) should 
take a bath-tub with them, as by this means they would be able to secure a bath at home more conveniently, 
and cértainly with greater security from intrusion. 


J 


Tasie of Deaths occurring amongst Foreigners from April 1872 to March 1873. 


| | 
Sex. | Diskase. |. Ne, REMARKS, 
| | | | 
BONN cc scbctlinags us ckrenr theese EO ios wisn i cudabenedbevadsanpnsts . I Resident. 
DIP soos besacslovecdcvace ses MG bain Geiiig hs acc ova sas vos swntgg cabeunmus der eses i _ Non-resident. 
PRG piisecGisddeasninaia ‘Cerebral and Cardiac,  ......... 0.666. ceccidsecses ene eke , i ja 
te eis cau tek adn vi Tuberculosis (abdominal), sei acini hcawaorkiha bude | I ‘i 
a see cectcbel wv heditabices WS oo i hdi seo vcnce hover oes ne bis coves, | i | fe 
Z eh CONG ane eee vesrcencennee’ Fa ea Diphtheria, ba Ree Che Ad R eC en bs <1 0 chbeebeba and VeeweWrie ba. | 2 | 99 
Piss boxes iacr crises MM rie ocd b eid) sain on ambehcoaswshas an aso<0 | I Resident. 
PE, Cok bis Spek cisvoscs bee vagios IIPS oon cvcuwiCkitichicas ves sce cleauddseceeesss dees 2 | Non-resident. 
I Scinichaciesiciess | 10 | 2 Residents and 8 Visitors. 
Oe N, eaviinciccicassecen : 
: 


Analysis of Mortality, Table.—It will be seen from the above that but 2 deaths occurred amongst the 
members of the community proper, but that the unusally large number of 8 took place amongst those who 
visited Chefoo in pursuit of health or who formed part of the crews of vessels trading to the port. 


+ 
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The case of Enteritis ssessuiae & had its origin at Tientsin, the fatal result taking place but a few days 
after arrivs Shins It may be interesting to mention that both the patient and her friends attributed the 
disease to’dtinking freely of the water at that port. — 

The Cerebral and Cardiac case has been described in the last volume of these Reports, page 96. 

Tuberculosis (abdominal), This case was one of very old standing, the patient having come up here 
as a final effort to conquer the diarrhoea which eventually carried him off. A curious occurrence took place 
a fortnight before his death. A complete claw of a crab was passed per anum while I was sitting in the 
room. The shell, though entire, bore traces of having been for some time subjected to the digestive processes. 
The patient himself and those who had been with him for more than a year were as much astonished at the 
circumstance as I was ; and apart from the dislike which the patient happened to have to this and most other 
kinds of shell-fish, he and his friends were most positive in their affirmations that for at least 18 months he 
could by no possibility have touched a crab. From the very first I found him serupulously particular as to 
his diet and punctilious in obeying all instructions, The diarrhoa though more or less persistent for the last 
2 years. of his life had come on with increased severity about 8 or 1o months before his death. It was 
impossible that the claw could have got accidentally into the vessel prior to use. _The diarrhwa was neither 
lessened nor increased after the passage of this foreign body. There can be no doubt also that the primary 
cause of death was tuberculous deposit in the intestine—also present to some extent in the lung, but not 

sufficient to cause death—but whether the final result was materially hastened by the superadded irritation 
is a question which can now only be guessed at. 

The Cardiac case was that of a Siamese sailor apparently quite well up to a few moments before death. 

I have already alluded to the Diphtheritie cases, 

The case of Phthisis was one of long standing. 

The Small-pox cases occurred in two Sandwich Islanders, one of whom came here in his ship suffering 
from the disease which he communicated to his countryman. I can corroborate the statement made by some 
writers as to the fatal despair which comes over natives of these islands when attacked with even slight 
ailments. These poor fellows from the very first made up their minds that they were going to die, and 
nothing that could be said to or done for them seemed to have the slightest effect in changing their opinions. — 

I quite agree with Dr. Watson*-in his ideas about quarantine; and in this instance soon after the 
vessel was found to be infected the men were removed to quarters prepared for them in a temple placed at the 
very extreme end of Knob Point about 3 miles from the settlement, and 1 mile from the nearest habitation. 
That we unconsciously and consciously come into close contact with persons actually suffering from the 
disease and with those who have just left others so affeeted, I fancy no one who has been long in China will 
deny, and I believe thé comparative immunity enjoyed by foreigners, although exposed so often to the 
infection, is one of the highest tributes to the efficacy of vaccination. It is perhaps convenient to declare 
an infected vessel in quarantine while the sick are on board ; but after these have been removed and the ship 
thoroughly ventilated and disinfected (say two days after their removal) I think it worse than unnecessary to 
refuse her pratique. 

I have purposely abstained from dividing my ‘siitedaad report into two six-monthly parts. I am 
thus able to hand in a report for the summer contrasted with the winter immediately following, when the 
community once more consists of permanent residents and those nautical visitors who are supposed to come 


here in good health. In this way I can draw up tables and statistics which by reason of their greater 
fulness are likely to be more valuable. 


* ¢ ustoms Medical Reports, No. 4, p. 27. 
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C—Dr. J. Frazer's Report on the Health of Tientsin for the half year 
ended 31st March, 1873. 


HE health of the foreign community was very good during the last half year. Only one death—a 

‘child with diphtheria—occurred amongst the community on shore. This was the first case of the kind seen 
amongst foreigners since the port was opened, but I understand that the disease is occasionally, but rarely, 
seen among the Chinese inhabitants. 

Several deaths took place amongst the shipping in harbour, only two of which however presented any 
points of interest ; one a case of acute dysentery, the other of rupture of the femoral artery. 

1.—The case of Acute Dysentery occurred in the person of a steward belonging to one of the men of 
war. He was a man of broken down constitution, and had served previously on the West Coast of Africa, where 
he suffered from dysenteric diarrhaa. He was placed on the sick list on the 22nd of October, complaining of 
diarrhea and continual and severe pain in the left iliac region; hot scalding sensation in the anus at each 
evacuation; constant nausea and aversion to food of any description; skin dry; pulse rapid and very 
feeble; tongue red and dry; evacuations frequent aud profusely bloody; great anxiety of countenance. The 
‘treatment consisted in the administration of small doses of mercury with chalk and ipecacuanha powder every 
3 hours, and the application of turpentine fomentations to thé abdomen, followed by linseed poultices and 
sinapisms to the epigastrium. 


23rd.—No change in the symptoms ; setdipleins of great fulness in the abdomen. A warm water 
enema was administered. 
| 24th.—The evacuations still continuing profusely bloody and ER fetid, it was evident that 

rapid disorganization of the large intestine was taking place. He was given stimulants, arrowroot, milk, &c., 
with acetate of lead and opium injections. Unfortunately the irritability of the stomach resisted all treatment 
but champagne and dilute hydrocyanic acid. 

26th.—Collapse set in, and the bladder becoming paralysed had to be eriptied by catheter. Death 
took place at noon. A postmortem examination was made 50 hours after death when the colon was found in 
a completely gangrenous state for several inches towards the rectum. Had the patient lived much longer 
perforation must have taken place. It is to be regretted that the excessive irritability of the stomach in this 
case hindered the ipecacuanha treatment from being carried out. I have given this case in full as being the 
only one of acute dysentery that has taken place here during the last 6 years. As a general rule\cases of 
chronic dysentery and diarrhoea coming up here from the south are benefited by the change. — 

2.—A.B., aged 33, came under treatment December 19th 1872, with a large and diffused swelling 
occupying the upper part of the left popliteal space and middle, lower. and inner part of the thigh. The 
tumour was hard and intensely painful, but no pulsation was perceptible in it. The limb was semi-flexed, and 
the knee joint immovable. The lower third of the thigh, and the leg and foot were edematous. No pulsation 
could be felt in the femoral or tibial arteries. The patient’s general condition was very bad; pulse 120, weak 
and compressible; entire loss of appetite; great emaciation. He stated that he had been under treatment at 
various times for several months both at Tientsin and Shanghai, suffering from edema of both legs, caused, 
as was supposed, by some morbid condition of the veins of the limbs. He had also at one time a small non- 
pulsating tumour in the right popliteal space, which disappeared under a course of iodide of potassium. The 

«edematous condition of his limbs however uever hindered him from performing his duties, which were of a 
very laborious kind, and his general health and strength continued as good as ever until November last, 
when during a gale of wind at sea in a small vessel, he was obliged to over-exert himself for some days. He 
then perceived a painful swelling in the lower and inner part of the left thigh, which increased rapidly in size 
for several days. There was no pulsation in it. He remained at Taku until December 18th, during which 
time he treated the swelling as a rheumatic affection, employing kerosine oil as an embrocation. A grain of 
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opium every 4 hours, a mixture containing iron and quinine, and a moderate allowance of stimulants were 
prescribed. The tumour was painted over with tincture of iodine, and the limb enveloped in a flannel 
bandage. The next morning he felt a good deal better, the opium having procured him a good night's rest. 

23rd.—He complained of great pain in the tumour, extending into the knee joint and down the 
limb. The wdema of the foot and leg had somewhat increased and the tumour itself had become softer and 
more fluctuating. The skin also covering it had become inflamed. Warm fomentations were applied. 
He was now made aware of the difficulties attending the diagnosis of his case, and the introduction of a 
grooved needle was recommended, but was not assented to. The above line of treatment was continued 
until January 5th, when as the tumour appeared to be on the point of bursting an exploratory puncture was 
allowed. The swelling was found to contain a mixture of blood and grumous matter. Amputation was now 
offered as the only resource, but this the patient would not accede to. The operation was not pressed as. 
the patient’s condition was as bad as it could be, pulse 130, weak and compressible; constant nausea and 
hiccup. The swollen and @dematous condition of the limb extended to within a few inches of the hip joint. 
Thé leg and foot were cold and covered with bulle. Stimulants and small doses of opium were freely 
prescribed. The limb was enveloped in a flannel bandage and a soft pad was placed over the most prominent 
portion of the tumour. No external hemorrhage took place, but the patient gradually sank from exhaustion 
within a few days. A postmortem examination disclosed a consolidated femoro-popliteal aneurism about 
the size of a hen’s egg, with a complete rupture of the femoral artery about 4 inches above the aneurismal 
sac. The blood had become extravasated underneath the deep fascia, and entire destruction of the interior of 
the limb, to within a few inches of the hip-joint, was the result. The femoral artery throughout its entire 
length was in state of atheromatous degeneration. 

The health of the foreign community was not affected by the inundation of 1871-72 although the 
natives suffered much from fevers of a remittent and intermittent type. The immunity of foreign residents 
is easily accounted for, the settlement being well raised and drained, and complete in all its sanitary 
arrangements. 

Throughout the winter months the water supply of Tientsin j is all that can be desired, but during 
the remaining portion of the year, the river being full of boats, it contains a certain proportion of sewage 
matter. Still it is not polluted to a dangerous extent, and if treated with alum and carefully filtered it is 
both palatable ar... wholesome. 


Taste of extreme temperatures and prevailing winds from 1st October 1872 to 31st March, 1873.* 


Monrus. Max. MIN. PREVAILING WINDS. 
EEL TE SAT RS SORES, 75° 40° N.W., N.E. 
NS SE ROS DRO MS RE SD ) 57° 22° N.W., N.E, 
RS ET ae ee Ten EM Mest | 50° 16° S.W. 
NE. giiics xs issenierescw tases ete 45° 17° N.E., 8. W. 
UI, kis sd nicvedhvesds Lxccsaseurwcsocaenueaenins | 52° 12° S.W., N.E. 
OMIA, “hin udien is tekkiuatiansana <i scald ewe sibitinsin’ | 68° 20° S.W. 


* Thermometer in the shade facing the east. 
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D.—Dr. J. i. MACKENZIE'S Reet on the Health of Ningpo for the half year ; 
ended 31st March, 1873. 


It would be useless for me to attempt at present to give a report on the health of the native inhabitants 
of Ningpo, ag my practice has been almost entirely confined to the foreign residents, My recent arrival 
here must also plead as an excuse for the shortness of this report. 

Notwithstanding the very imperfect drainage of the settlement, and the great changeableness of the 
weather, there was remarkably little sickness among those under my care during the winter six months. 
The diseases most prevalent were diarrhaa and dyspepsia, but most of them were of a mild character and 
easily amenable to treatment. I saw only three cases of intermittent fever all of which yielded readily to 
the administration of quinine. I had but one case of dysentery, and this was treated with scruple doses of 
powdered ipecacuanha every four houfs, with most satisfactory results. I have to record two deaths among 
foreigners, one from enteric fever, the other from disease of the heart, In the former case there was nothing 
worthy of special remark. The temperature rose to its highest—105°—on the twelfth day. The patient 
died on the twenty-sixth day being conscious all through his illness and up to a few hours of his death. 

The annexed table shows the diseases which came under my notice from ist October 1872 to 
31st March 1873. 


ee ee ee. Ne ee CE <7) ae 


Diseases of Digestive Organs :-— Stricture of Urethra, . “ § Case, 

Dyspepsia, , ' . 26 cases. Cystitis, bis 
Diarrhea, . ‘ 4 ee - Leucorrhea, . . ee eee 
3 Dysentery, ‘ : : ey at | Menorrhagia, | ; ; Peay fae 
’ Constipation, eae Miasmatic Diseases :— | 

Heemorrhoids, ons Intermittent Fever, . a et 
y Boils, . R ‘ ; eee Enteric Fever, . ; ee 
’ Lumbrici, . ; ’ “agar ae Febricula, ta: ee 
: Cirrhosis, . : be Skin Diseases :— 

Congestion of iver oe Herpes, . as eee 

Sore Throat, ‘ 6. " Eczema, ; ea 
) Diseases of ere” Organs -- : Urticaria, . ; Os Ae 

Asthma, . ; pia SZ General Diseases :— 

Catarrh,  % Hemiplegia, bony 

Raghyouns, ; re! aaa Rheumatism eee 
Diseases of Circulatory Mois 5 —_— Conjunctivitis, . brat fark 

Diseases of Heart, . eae Otorrheea, . ; “sags 
| Diseases of Generative and Dita Cisne: -- Ebriositas, . eo A 
| Gonorrhea, . Ee Gea Wounds and Contusions, . ae 
) Chancre, (Soft) . I 


Captain Bake, the Harbour Master here, has kindly supplied me with the temperatures during the six 
months ending 31st March. I give the average of highest and lowest temperatures for each month. 


HIGHEST, Lowest. 
QOROIOT, vesecsrrertssenceeseerecsecctnees 70.17 65.04 ‘a 
casi ii siasessvecapianisnves 58.26 47.15 
RL ih cadan ad icvedinnvisstaadiine  -§7.13 46.26 
I ii ctuiispictiaisierkecietooeses 42.24 36.08 
February, thisagdhdiiliekssekes earn tan 45.15 39.06 
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Dr. David Manson’s Report on the Health of Takow and Taiwan-foo 
for the half year ended 31st March, 1873. 


Dvurixe the winter six months the health of the foreign community was good. In general we have 
to notice one or two cases of malarial disease, but during this winter there were none, either among residents 
or seamen. Dengue fever, so prevalent in Amoy during the autumn of 1872, made its first appearance 
in Formosa at Taiwan-foo on the 5th October, and within a few weeks almost the entire population of the 
capital had undergone the disease. It was believed at the time by the Chinese to have been imported from 
Amoy in the Mary, a vessel which arrived at Taiwan-foo from Amoy about that date. Several Chinese 
passengers suffering from the fever landed and took wp their residence in the suburbs, and there the disease 
first broke out. At Takow, a village 25 miles to the southward of Taiwan-foo, the fever was at no time 
very prevalent, only a few cases occurring among the Chinese. In the country districts the ratio of 
presons attacked was also much smaller than in the capital. The few cases which I had the opportunity of 
observing at Takow differed in no respect from the Dengue as described in the Amoy report for the previous 
six months.” At Taiwan-fvo two foreigners suffered from the fever, and in one case the rheumatic pains 
recurred for weeks and were very severe. At Takow no foreigner was attacked. 

Amongst seamen an unusual amount of syphilitic disease prevailed during the six months. Almost 
all the vessels came from Amoy. : 

There was no death. 


TaB_Le of Maximum, Minimum and Mean Temperature. 


; 

MONTH. H1GHRST. ‘Lowest, Mean HicHest. Mean Lowest. ' 
hd a ee ee ie ie oS 
DOV, os s00. ian issiesiene snceandeceedes 85° 66° $1° 69° ) 
December, re ee chose saienakehesiees<. | $3° 60° 76° 66° 
Bs ey rere erry fedenvewnpesimeuashi | 77° | 55° ) | 74° 57° 
POR gis sedis ss ae chk ss takin teeseemrnaes 80° | 52° 78° 58° 
WAIN, sis ois si cecaigntydheks ven coeceedent eis cnenen of. 61° 79° | 63° 


The rainfall for the whole year was unusually small. 

In reporting on the health of the Chinese population during the six months I have to notice a con- 
siderable falling off in the number of cases treated, when compared with the number for the previous six 
months. This is to be attributed to the fact that malarial disease is much less prevalent during winter 
than in sumnier, and in a measure to the objection~which the Chinese here seem to have to leave their 
dwellings during the-eold weather. The number of deaths from remittent fever during last autumn may 
also have influenced the hospital attendance. 


* Customs Medical Reports No, 4, page 12. 
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The following table shews the number and type of the cases of malarial fever treated at the Chinese 


hospital. For the sake of comparison I include the summer six months. 


’ 


Aprit.| May. 


June. 


' 


JULY. 


Ava. 


Serr. | Ocr. | Nov. JAN? 


. |Marcn) Tora. 
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35 
17 


14 7 2 I 


ee Tae RO 4 3 8 12 14 10 8 15 4 10 12} 108 
Ren: i555 issn a) wl SST Ee OL otk 5 ti. 2| 155 
Se scscvccises 13 49 | 116} 128 67 | 85 96 61 47 14 | 18 | 24 | 718 


‘ Malarial fever was most prevalent during June, July, August, September and October—especially so 
in June and July, when the fever assumed more of the remittent and adynamic type with a tendency to 
dysentery during convalescence. 
Small-pox was very prevalent not only on the coast but in the inland districts and among the 
aborigines who occupy the central and eastern parts-of the island....On the occurrence of a case of small-pox 
I have been told that it is the custom among the aborigines for the friends and relatives to desert the 
infected house, leaving at the bedside of the sufferer sufficient food and water to last during the natural 
course of the disease. They say that sometimes the entire population of a village will on the occurrence of 
a case tecamp en masse. Small-pox does not appear in the following table of diseases among natives, because 
no cases have been treated in hospital. A considerable number of persons have been vaccinated. 


iscsi acus boaeasabas 260 cases. 
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Syphilitic Rheumatism,............ - 
Primary Syphilis, .................. Ye, 
Secondary Syphilis, ............... HG. 4, 
Syphilitic Ulcers, .................. Gas 
Gonorrheal Ophthalmia, ......... 5 eee 
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Ringworm, .............++ as canis ae 
Rheumatism, (Chronic) ......... Be 
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Diseases of Natives treated during the six months. 
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Phthisis Pulmonalis, ............... 9 
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PINs ss deestacrinectcasencsecss 4 
Valvular Disease of Heart, ...... 2 
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Chronic Bronchitis, ............... 22 
Emphysema, .........06065 seseeeee 3 
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Enlarged Spleen, ................+ 62 
BPI si eweveacessercersssceons 26 
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oor ci sesesccocancrs. I 
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icceleueeskiseens sukbetduvens s Chronic Conjunctivitis, ............ an 
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During the twelve months 47 cases of phthisis pulmonalis have been treated. Probably more have | 
presented themselves but only undoubted cases of phthisis have been returned as such. Here we have both 
malarial disease and tubercular disease of the lung very prevalent in the same district of country—718 cases 
of the former disease, or, including enlargement of ag spleen, 928 cases having been observed in the twelve 
months. 

In the table of diseases among natives I baie mentioned three cases of “Lesions from Punish- 
ment.” It is a form of paralysis of the arm acquired under the following circumstances. When a thief is 
discovered in the fact it is the custom for the mob to take the law into its own hands and at once administer 
punishment. The hands of the thief are bound behind his back, a stout cord with a running noose is placed 
round the arm about four inches below the axilla, and the culprit is slung up to the nearest tree or post and 
suspended there. The whole weight of the body is sustained by the cord and arm during such time as the 
mob may think necessary—ro to 30 minutes. The result is paralysis of the arm more or less complete, 
the peculiarity being that the great vessels escape injury entirely, only the nerves suffering. After some 
months the use of the arm is regained. 
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List or Cases treated during 1872 at thie London Mission Dispensary or in the Hospital 


General Diseases :-- 


a 

Small-pox, . ‘ 2 
Continued Fever, 27 

- Febricula, . : 37 
Remittent Fever, 21 
Ague, . 105 
Mumps,. 9 
Whooping Cough, 3 
Erysipelas, 5 
Puerperal Fever, . 2 
Syphilis, . 146 
Lupus, 12 
Scirrhus,.”  . 2 
Medullary Cancer, 4 
Epithelial _,, 2 
Rheumatism, ; 178 
- Synovial Rheumatism, 13. 
Lumbago, a 37 
Wlophantiasia Goneureta: 63 
Scrofulous Glands, 66 

‘5 Ophthalmia, 18 

- Phthisis Pulmonalis, 88 
Rickets, I 
Anzemia, 39 
General Dropsy, 22 

Disease of the Nervous Syne — 

Tubercular Meningitis, I 
Apoplexy, . 3 
Sunstroke, 2 
Hemiplegia, 15 
Paraplegia, , 5 
Infantile Convulsions, . 9 
Epilepsy, ; : 12 
Neuralgia, . ' eo de 28 
Sciatica, . : : c 16 
‘Shaking Palsy, I 
Locomotor Ataxy, 2 
Infantile Paralysis, 5 

_ Bell’s Paralysis, 4 
_ Scrivener’s Palsy, I 


connected with it. 


Anesthesia, . 

Spasm of Muscle, 

Chronic Mania, 

Idiotcy, . 

Neuroma, : 
Diseases of the Eye:— 

Chronic Granular Con- 
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junctivitis, . ; . 120 
Catarrhal Ophthalmia, . 50 
Purulent Ophthalmia, 37 
Chronic Ophthalmia, 48 
Keratitis, ' 45 
Uleer, . 44 
Leucoma, SI 
Iritis and sequela, 22 
Sclerotitis, 

Choroiditis, . 
Retinitis, 
Amaurosis, . 
Glaucoma, 4 
Staphyloma, 12 
Lachrymal Abscess, . 4 
Hordeolum, . Ze 9 
Entropium, 14 
Ketropium, . 5 
Trichiasis, 34 
Tarsal Ophthalmia, 19 
Cysts of Lids, . 7 
Strabismus, . 3 
Muscee Volitantes, 15 
Cataract, ‘ 3 
Short Sight, 4 
Nyctalopia, . I 
Pterygium, ; 34 
Destruction of Eye, 18 
Diseases of the Bar :— 
Inflammation of Meatus,.. 16 
Accumulation of Wax, . 2 
Polypus, . 9 
Exostosis, I 


Perforation of Tympanum, 5 
Disease of Mastoid Cells, 2 


Deafness, 17 
Ear-ache, : 10 
Deaf Dumbness, AeA 
Otorrhea, . ~*~? 18 
Diseases of the Nose :— 
Ozeena, ‘ 8 
Uleeration, . 5 
Perforation of Rentein, Coe 
Epistaxis, . ‘eee | 
Polypus, . fory 
Perverted sense of anil, 5 
Glands :-— 
Hypertrophy of Lymphatics, 2 
Goitre, ‘ I 
Diseasesof the Repivdntdipion: 
Coryza, Ae 
Ulceration of Epiglottis, 8 
Laryngeal Catarrh, . see 
Laryngitis, . fk 
Polypus, . ; ae 
Bronchial Catarrh, 76 
Bronchitis, 161 
Asthma, 27 
Pneumonia, . : os 
Emphysema, 35 
Pleurisy, . ; os 
Empyema, . I 
Hydrothorax, . 6 
Diseases of the Digestive Seale: a 
Ulcer of Lips, . ‘ gas 
Harelip, _. : S 
Stomatitis, 13 
Thrush, 11 
Cancrum Oris, . ee: 
Ranula, . ; 2 
Abscess of Antrum, . poe 
Disease of Dental Tissue, 28 


Gumboil, . ; ; i 
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Atrophy of Gums, 3 
Necrosis of Alveoli, 3 
Dentigerous Cyst, I 
Ulcers of Tongue, 12 
Tongue Tie, , . I 
Ulcerated Throat, x 18 
'Fonsillitis, II 
Enlarged Tonsils, 14 
Perforation of Palate, 9 
Abscess of Pharynx, 2 
Mercurial Ptyalism, . 5 
Stricture of (sophagus, I 
Dysphagja, - 3 
Ulcer of Stomach, 2 
Dyspepsia, ; 136 
Dysentery, . . - 49 
Diarrhea, ' 61 
Hernia Inguinal, . 18 \ 
» Femoral, I 
, Umbilical, I 
Constipation, . 21 
Colic, . 15 
Ulceration of ein 3 
Fistula in Ano, 17 
Hemorrhoids, . 14 
Prolapsus Ani, 4 
Condyloma, 23 
Pruritus Ani, 7 
Hepatitis, 5 
Abscess of Liver, . I 
Enlargement of Liver, 6 
Cirrhosis of Liver, 5 
Jaundice, 7 
Gall Stones, 3 
Enlarged Spleen, - 43 
Leucocythzemia, . 1 
Ascites, 9 
Tabes Mesenterica, 7 
Diseases of the Urinary System : — 
Albuminuria, ae 
Abscess, . I 
Pyelitis, 5 
Cystitis, 4 
Calculus, I 
~ Abscess of Prostate, . I 
Gonorrhea, . ‘ 27 
Preputial Calculus, . I 
Phymosis, 8 


Diseases of the Generative System : 
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Paraphymosis, 

Bubo,. 30 

Epididymitis, 5 

Gleet, iI 
» stricture, . ‘ 2 

Urinary Fistula, I 


Abscess of Penis, 
Hydrocele, . 
Hematocele, 
Varicocele, . 
Orchitis, . 
Fungus Testis, 
Spermatorrheea, 
Impotence, . 
Pelvic Cellulitis, 
Ovarian Dropsy, . 
Leucorrheea, 
Amenorrhea, 
Dysmenorrhea, 
Sinus of Breast, 
Abscess of Breast, 


N 
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Diseasesof Organs of Locomotion:— 


Osteitis, ; ; ‘ 20 
Caries, . ‘38 
Necrosis, . , 6 
Spontaneous Fracture, cag 
Exostosis, . : Sn oes 
Cyst of Bone, . , I 
Contraction of Palmar Tonle I 
Bursal Abscess, . ‘ 10 


Curvature of Spine, 
Contraction of Tendons, 
Club Foot, . 

Abscess of Cellular Tissue, 39 


Ganglion, : ae 
Chronic Synovitis, . . 16 
Ulceration of Cartilages, . 9 
Anchylosis, . 5 
Psoas Abscess, . 4 
5 
3 
I 


Diseases of the Cutaneous System :— 
Erythema, cs 
Intertrigo, . , ° 9 . 
Roseola, : : 2 
Urticaria, , 3 
Prurigo, . 35 
Lichen, 28 


Pp“ 
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Herpes, 7 
Eezema, . 54 
Impetigo, 22 
Rupia, . 7 
Ecthyma, 15 
Leucoderma, 2 
Frostbite, 3 
Ulcer, . 112 
Gangrene of Feet, I 
Boils, ‘ — - 
eee ree 
Onychia, . ee § 
Whitlow, . 21 
Elephantiasis Aocbeie, ee 
Fibro-cellular Tumour, . 8 
Fatty Fumour, ae 
Cystic ,, : 7 
Warts, . : 4 
Neevus, ‘ ‘ 5 
Ingrown Nail, . ' aes} 
Tinea Tonsurans, . , 12 
Favus, . ‘ 380 
Erythema Merginatam, 28 
Pityriasis Versicolor, Kt 
Scabies, ; 221 
Poisons:— * 
Opium Smoking, . » 0 
Snake Bite, . : ; I 
Local Injuries :-— | 

Cephalsematoms, I 
Scalp Wound, 3 
Fracture of Cranium, 2 
Dislocation of Jaw, 2 
Injury of Eye, . 4 
Cut Throat, . ; I 
Fracture of Sternum, oS 
Fracture of Ribs, . ‘ 3 
Sprains, . 10 
Bruises, —. . 21 
Fracture of Clavicle, . sae 
” » Humerus, . i 

” ” Leg, . I 
Dislocation of Elbow J oint, 3 
Dislocation of Shoulder Joint, 2 
Ununited Fracture, . I 
Burns and Sealds, . . 5 
Wounds, . ‘ ‘ 8 
2 


Amputations, . 
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Parotitis was the only type of epidemic disease recognised among the patients attending the London 
Mission Dispensary during the past six months.- The specimens met with were of a mild character, and no 
instances of metastasis were seen; the temperature never ranged dver 102.4°, and the febrile syniptoms 
vanished after three or four days, leaving the patients only inconvenienced by the parotid swelling. As the 
disease is one not usually attended or followed by serious indications, few applicants came to the dispensary 
for relief, but the mild nature of the epidemic was evident in a number of cases met with at the Roman 
Cathblic Orphanage, where 40 children and one adult were attacked. 

Since the date of last report 2 deaths have occurred among the foreign residents, one, a child, from 
pneumonia supervening on convalescence from dysentery, the other an adult from hydrophobia. Examples 
of the latter disease are fortunately rare, and as the fatal termination was in this case more rapid than 
- usual, an account of it will be of interest. A young native dog rushed into R. L’s room on December 15th. 
While attempting to secure it, he was bitten a little above the wrist on the unprotected forearm. He 
however captured the dog and kept it for some days in his bedroom along with two other dogs, a monkey, 
and a spotted cat. At the time when he was bitten, he thought nothing of it, but came two days afterwards 
to have it cauterised, when nitrate of silver was freely applied. After this the wound healed up and was 
forgotten. On the rst February, the patient complained of great lassitude, prostration and nausea 
without febrile signs, due, he suggested, to an over indulgence two days previously. Next morning the 
nausea continued, vomiting had occurred once or twice during the night, the tongue was covered with a 
thick creamy fur, pulse 84, full and bounding, but there were no indications pointing to the dreadful event 
about to follow. On revisiting the patient at 4 p.m., he informed me that during the past two hours he had 
frequently but in vain attempted to swajlow cold water. On renewing the effort in my presence, it brought on 
severe spasm of the muscles of the pharynx, and the water was rejected. There was also an increased secre- 
tion of saliva, and the cicatrix had acquired a reddish tint, but there was no pain in it or in the nerves of 
the arm,. Morphia was now injected subcutaneously, and cold water enemata were administered in hope of 
soothing the burning thirst. 9 P.M., intense thirst, which was momentarily relieved by the patient succeeding 
in swallowing teaspoonfuls of ice. He failed in three out of four efforts, but eagerly demanded permission 
to renew the attempt, and each time threw himself back exhausted by the struggle. The secretions from the 
mouth had become viscid and were hawked about in all directions, so that it was difficult to avoid them ; 
occasional delirium set in, the eyes were brilliant, pupils dilated, skin bedewed with cold perspiration, intense 
spasms of pharynx and diaphragm, and forcible drawing in of the lower ribs ; there were also considerable 
difficulty in respiration and articulation, hoarseness of voice, and a haggard, anxious look. An enema 
of one drachm of chloral was administered and retained. Vomiting, which had more or less continued 
throughout the day, now became frequent, and small quantities of a dark grumous liquid were brought up. 
The spasms in the throat and diaphragm, and the troublesome secretion of the mouth increased till midnight. 
After this great prostration set in, and the patient became much h quieter, lying apparently insensible with eyes 
widely open and pupils dilated. About 4.30 he again became excited and jumped out of bed, but was carried 
back, when he died of exhaustion. The skin felt cold throughout, and was covered with sweat, but the 
constant movements of the patient rendered observations of the temperature impossible after 9 P.M., up to 
which hour it did not exceed 99°. ee 
Postmortem examination displayed intense congeaiian of the lungs and abdominal viscera ; the heart 
was contracted, not distended as in death from asphyxia. Permission was declined to open the wentem and 
spinal canal, which is much to be regretted as the symptoms pointed so distinctly to serious lesion of the 
upper part of the cord and medulla, ) 

The dog which bit the patient, as well as the monkey and cat, all died with nervous symptoms within 
a fortnight of the date of the bite, and the two dogs which had likewise been kept in the same room with 
it, exhibited symptoms of excitement and were destroyed. I had no knowledge of these circumstances until 
after the fatal symptoms had set in, the patient having treated his wound with great indifference. 

Rabies is known not to depend on the ill usage to which dogs may be subjected, otherwise it would 
be ever present among the half starved mangy curs which fight for garbage in the lanes of the city. I caused 
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enquiry to be made, and myself interrogated several native doctors on the question of the existence of 
rabies in the city. They all seemed to have heard of it in certain bygone years; but two men on whom 
reliance may be placed stated that they had seen several mad dogs during the past winter, and knew of one 
child and an adult who had died of hydrophobia. | 3 

In Trovusseau’s Clinique Médicale,* a prescription is given from a Chinese work as a cure for hydro- 
phobia, and it may be interesting to know more of the drugs which the Chinese employ in this complaint. 
For many years a large reward has been offered in Europe to the discoverer of an antidote to the poison 
of rabies, but no one has as yet claimed the prize. 

In the E-tsung-king-kéen $E @& = FB it is stated :—“The dog inhales poisonous emanations and 
“these penetrating to the five viscera produce rabies. The man who has been bitten by a mad dog has 
‘three chances of dying to one of living. Z’reatment.—Immediately after having been bitten, scratch the 
“ wound freely with a knife till it bleeds plenteously, likewise suck and wash it. Then take a walnut-shell, 
‘scoop out the contents and fill it with human feces, lay this on the place which has been bitten, and cover 
“it over with a moxa made of artemisia. Ignite and renew the moxa a hundred ‘times if necessary, until 
“the walnnt-shell has been burnt black, and the contents thoroughly dried. Then remove it and cover the 
“wound with the Yuh-tsin-san, # 4 Fe mixed with saliva. Repeat the whole of this local treatment 
“during the second, fourth and fifth days. Internally give the Foo-wei-san 9 fe HR until hematuria is 
‘produced along with pain in micturition, whereupon administer the Hoo-peh-peih-yuh-san # Fe HB FA HR, 
“which will alleviate the latter symptom. On the top of the head there will be found a red hair which is 
“to be extracted. ; : 

Second method.—Take the curd of the black pea dried and pulverised, mix it with hemp oil and 
“form it into a large ball, roll this over the wound for some time, then break it open, and inside it will 
‘‘ present a hair-like appearance. Continue the rolling until on breaking open she ball; it is found to have 
‘lost the hair-like aspect. The patient must for the future avoid eating dog’s flesh or silk-worms, and-he 
“must not drink wine or inhale the fragrance from hemp, for 100 days. Neither can he eat with safety 
“ diseased meat or anything in a state of decomposition, and he must sleep apart from his wife for 100 
“days. He must daily partake. of plum kernels. When the poison of the dog has entered the heart of the 
“victim, and has produced feelings of misery and wretchedness, the belly swells up and there is an abundant 
‘secretion of saliva; it is then proper to try the effect of the skull, teeth and toes of the tiger ground up 
‘and given in } oz. doses in wine, If a speedy cure does not follow, the person becomes’ mad, barks like a 
* dog, the eyes are white and glaring, and death soon ensues. 

“ Third method.—Take a winecup and fill it with wine, boil the contents in the cup and pour them 
“out. While the cup is hot press it over the wound and as it cools it will draw out the impure blood. 
“ Repeat this operation until black blood ceases to flow.” 

. The Yuh-tsin-san consists of :-— 


Orris ue ns kat weeapwe mabe cel vy 0%. 
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Grind into a powder and moisten. 


* Chez les Chinois, la formule suivante était regardée comme infaillible -— 


NG sis ciicideakcbavescekdless sakarssenerieron 16 grammes, 
Cinabre natif Seitdgibhate veaell enue ae is 40 » 
COOCR GROTII, > ssvis vives vend thdveveds 


On réduisait ces substances en poudre inpalpable, on les mélait, puis on les administrait dans une cuillerée d’alcool de 
riz. Au bout de deux ou trois heures survenaient un doux sommeil et une abondante transpiration; sinon, on or la dose, 
et la guérison était considérée comme certaine. Clinique Médicale, t. ii. p. 438. | 


Cantharides, ' 
A yellow soft earth, 


be 

Take 3, oz. dissolved in a cup of wine for a dose. Repeat the dose three times a day. Add one Spanish 
fiy for every day that has transpired since the bite, up to the seventh day, but on the tenth day and 
pe Bex s, add ten flies to the mixture. 


Hoo-peh-peih-yuh-san :— 


Mix and pulverise. Take 4 oz. dissolved in water in which the rush has been boiled. 


In the Wai-ko-ta-tsin BR KK #4} Mh it is stated that rabies arises from a poisonous emanation which 
when it enters the heart makes the tongue hang out, when it penetrates the bowels renders the eyes dull, 
when it goes to the spleen induces an abundant secretion of saliva, and when it affects the lungs renders 


the animal incapable of barking. If it be determined to the kidneys, the animal forcibly drags its tail 
between the legs. 


“ Treatment.—Immediately after receipt of the bite take the Kew-sin-san #{ 4E #, which will expel 
“the poison through the urinary organs, and for 100 days the patient must not smell hemp or eat curd 
“made from the red bean. If the-cure be slow and the poison not readily expelled, the belly swells 
“up, the voice becomes like the bark of a dog,. and the eyes brilliant and white. Under these latter 
“ circumstances, a fatal result is likely to ensue. While taking the above-mentioned remedy internally, use 
“the Chuy-fung-yuh-sin-san #{ HF A 3G mixed with wine, as a local application; cover it over with oiled 
“paper and a bandage, change three times a day. Look for a red hair on the top of the head and 
“ extract it.” 

Kew-sin-san contains :— : 
Cantharides, without head, legs, or wings, 
Carbonate of lead, 
If followed by pain in micturition, drink plenty of the infusion of liquorice root. 

Chuy-fung-yuh-sin-san contains :— 

Heteropa asaroides, 


“ Second method.—Take one handful of rush pith and 1} oz. of black peas, infuse in boiling water 
“and drink along with the before-mentioned Xew-sin-san. Lotally, mix up equal parts of pangolin scales, 
“ cantharides and artemisia. Take a piece about the size of a walnut, and after covering the wound with 
“a slice of garlic, place the remedy over it, and ignite, then wash the wound, and use the Yuh-tsin-san. 
“Tf a cure is likely to ensue, no matter ought to form. 


“ Third method.—If the wound reopens take 7g oz. of realgar and 7y oz. of musk, grind them up, and 


“drink in wine. After having drunk this draught, the patient rests and must not be disturbed till he 
“ awakens spontaneously. If the urine is red and bloody, continue with the medicine. 


: 
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“ Fourth method.—Take one nux vomica seed, rub it in water till it has dissolved, and drink 
the solution. ” 


In the Se-yuen-luh BR FH BE the following prescriptions are recommended :— 


“Take seven Spanish flies without the heads, legs or wings, and mix them with the contents of 
“two eggs in'a basin; place the basin in a covered utensil filled with water, and boil till the eggs are cooked ; 
“withdraw the flies and eat the eggs. In the urine will be found red strings of blood which contain the 
“noison. If there should be pain in the belly, repeat the dose. 


“ Second method.—Mix cantharides with the best rice, and cook the mixture until the rice estiiida of 
‘a brownish tint, withdraw the flies, grind up the rice and eat it along with eggs till there —— strings 
‘‘ of blood in the urine. 


“ Third method.—Wash the bite with water from a clear mountain stream and drink the freshly 
“ expressed juice of the ginger root. Carefully wrap up the wound so as to protect it from the wind. 


% Fourth method.— 


Libamotia, ...cececcsseeessscceecessneeeceeseneneeeneesecs 
Arum pontaphyllum, oo. .ccciceecscsescsssevceccseees I 


“ Moisten with water and dry. Repeat the process seven successive times, then grind into a 1 schema Take 
* 1, oz. twice a day, which will produce perspiration. 


In the Yen-fan-sin-péen Hm Hf FF HR, a recent work, it is stated that there is an aggravation of 
the symptoms every seventh day, and that on these occasions the patient feels cold and shivers as if exposed 
to a strong breeze; he takes to his bed and wraps up the head. If perchance, three weeks pass by without 
the onset of these symptoms, there is every prospect of the disease being curable. The directions for 
treatment are, first, to look for and extract a red hair which will be found on the vertex; then, to wash the 
wound with cold tea in an unexposed situation, cover it with boiled white of egg, and over this apply the 
moxa four times. The spot from which the red hair has been extracted is to be covered with almond paste, 
and a cupful of the juice of the shallot is to be drunk every seventh day during 49 days. _ For too days the 
patient must not smoke tobacco, or drink vinegar, and for one year he must not eat pork or fish, drink wine 
or share the marital couch. Throughout life he must eschew dog’s flesh, silk w and red bean curd. 
The prognosis given is that of three persons bitten by a mind dog in one day, only one will recover. Can- 
tharides is not to be prescribed on account of its poisonous properties and producing pain in micturition. 


Second method.—Drink the juice of a certain plant, which will produce purging and expel the 
“ poison in the form of streaks of blood. This remedy is useful at any stage of the disorder. The plant 
‘should be grown in a pot, the leaves fully matured, 8 or 9 inches long and 2 inches broad.” Further on 
it is stated that persons treated with cantharides must be kept quiet for 100 days, and that if during that 
time the sufferer hears the sound of a gong or the report of firearms, rabies is certain to ensue, as the dog 
is frightened by such noises. It is better to adopt the hygiene before alluded to and take the following 
remedy :— 


Tink, Gia We aie: oisincns ciceddis acbsaniaamntassin's fy 0%. 

Bisulphide of arsenic, broke into pivees, ...... 5» 

Tdereraa tee 2, ins sae sccnedasecescnnens esas eenevnscen to » 
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WR WOMIINE BROIR, oin cc ccacisenkovveenseccncnessasis » 10 . 


Macerate in river water. . - 


Or the verbena officinalis may. be infused with the scirpus tuberosus and taken as a ptisan; or 
instead of these, the root bark of the barberry in like manner may be used. Tobacco oil is also spoken of 
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as a certain remedy, provided the person bitten does not taste it hot and acrid, as is sometimes the case 
with sufferers from rabies. Frogs are likewise recommended to be eaten during the period of sickness, the 
wound to be covered with the entrails freshly exposed, and the application changed daily. 


In the King-néen-léang-fang Fg F% HB RE, it is recommended to cover the wound with the bark of 
the sophora Japonica, to surround this with a deep ring made of flour paste, to fill up the ring with human 
‘feces covered with another slice of the bark, and over all to apply the moxa, repeating the burning 
15 times, which will be succeeded by free perspiration. Or a mixture of half an ounce of the bisulphide 
_ of arsenic with roo bruised almonds may be applied to the wound and also taken internally in doses of 
~ one-fifth of an ounce. Along with the latter, a preparation of tigers’ bones boiled in wine should be drunk. 
Another local application recommended is the root of the cercis siliqua mixed with brown sugar, and 
internally an infusion of the root of the plum tree. 


In the 7s'ten-kin-yih-fang Fz BB F it is recommended to bien the wound with the moxa once 
a day for 100 days, and to eat large quantities of almonds, In the Pen-tsaou-kang-muh ij Ht AK various 
local remedies are given, for example balm leaves ground into a powder; the leaves of the rehmannia mixed 
with rice, formed into a cake and laid over the wound ; castor oil seeds ground and applied, the bite having 
been first cleansed with an infusion of tobacco leaves ; a mixture of penny-wort and realgar; the sulphate 
of iron; equal parts of hair and tenrec quills burnt, and the dust used. Internally, cantharides with rice, 
and a species of serpent dried and pulverised are considered efficacious. 


In the foregoing extracts from Chinese medical works, the necessity of immediately destroying the 
poison left in the wound by the bite of a rabid dog is carefully inculeated. The method by the moxa is 
effectual, although unnecessary and filth'y adjuncts are combined. with it. Among the internal remedies 
it is curious to note the reliance placed on large doses of cantharides. The same drug was at one time 
credited in European medicine with certain virtues in the treatment of hydrophobia, as will be seen on 
referring to Sre.ie’s Therapeutics, page 382, (Philadelphia, 3rd edition), where the following paragraph 
occurs:—‘A large number of authorities assert the power of cantharides to cure hydrophobia, and their 
“assertions have been undeservedly discredited by those who supposed the disease just named to be always 
“identical with rabies canina. Hydrophobia is, indeed, an almost constant symptom of rabies, but it, is not 
“uniformly so. It occurs quite frequently in various hysterical, nervous, febrile and organic affections. The 
“recorded cures of this affection by cantharides do not throw much light upon the nature of those forms of 

“disease to which the remedy is applicable. The greater number of writers who like WichMaNN and Rust, 
“have vaunted the anti-hydrophobic powers of cantharides, found their favourable opinion, so far as canine 
“ hydrophobia is concerned, upon the prophylactic virtues of the medicine. So fallacious a test is unworthy 
“of serious consideration.” It is exactly this test that the Chinese apply to the drug, for they fail to 
recognise that only a proportion of those bitten show symptoms of rabies. The chances of escape are given 
~ in Arrgen’s Science and Practice of Medicine as three to two. In this latter work, some of the other drugs 
employed by the Chinese are also mentioned as having been unsuccessfully used in European medicine, for 
example, ifon, lead, musk, tobacco and strychnine. 


The accompanying sketches were taken from a child presented to the Sisters of Charity by the parents, 
as it was useless to them, on account of the deformity of both hands. So far as I am aware, they represent 
a very rare type of malformation, and there is a want of symmetry in the members, there being one thumb 
more on the right, and one additional little finger on the life hand. The web stretching between the thumb 
and forefinger, and between the latter and the middle finger is wider, and admits of much freer lateral 
movement than can be effected between the other fingers. Of the two thumbs, which on either hand are 
perfect, and spring from the metacarpal bone, the inner ones are articulated with the lateral aspect of the 
joint. The third thumb of the right hand and the sixth left digit are phalangeal appendages. The power 


of grasping is strongly developed. The feet are normal. It will be possible to divide the looser webs, so as 
to enable the child when it grows up to sew. 
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G.—Dr. J. R SOMERVILLE’ Report on the Health of Foochow (Pagoda Anchorage) 
for the half year ended 31st March, ‘1873. 


I.—Meteorology. 

For the reasons stated in my last Report I am still unable to give a Meteorological Table. Tho 
following observations taken at the Custom House give a broad idea of temperature and barometric pressure 
for the six months ; but, as the instruments are faulty and the correctness of the night observations is not 
vouched for, it would not serve any good purpose to generalise from them. 


ABSTRACT of Meteorological Record kept at the Custom House, Pagoda puenaragh, for the six months 
ended 31st March, 1873. 


BAROMETER 


MONTH. AT ’ AT PREVAILING WIND. OF 
‘ MIDNIGHT. : : 


: in. o 
CONN acusinc vn cran bes 30.17 69.7 30.12 69.8 78 64 N, E. 2 
November, ............ | 30.29 61.93 30.28 60.6 74 53 N. E. 3 
December, ..........+. 30.25 60.40 30.23 yf se Soke 45 N.E., t day 8. W. 41 
I iscsi sanskeses 30.27 49.30 30.31 47.4 65 4! N. E., 7 days 8. W. 44 
February, ...........+++ 30.27 51.60 30.27 49.9 66 4! N. E., 2 days W. I 
a cacasuanmeeaki ; , 230.23 N. E., 7 W. 


IT. — Diseases. 
Noso.LocicaL Return for the half year ended 31st March, 1873. 


1872. 1873. 


DISEASES. REMARKS. 


OCTOBER. 
NOVEMBE 
DECEMBER. 
JANUARY. | 
FEBRUARY. 

MARCH. 

TOTAL. 
Drep 


I.—GeENERAL DISEASES. 
Section 


Typhoid Fever, . oa ~t—t| 3i- 
Intermittent fever, 


‘ : rj— 
Febricula, . : ; : 3; r1l— 
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Imported. } 


III.—DIsgaseEs OF THE Nervous SysTEM 
AND SpeciaL SENSES. 
Ophthalmia, . 
‘Otitis, . ; 


mv 
| 
lw 
| | 
| 
| 
“ 


IV.—Diseases or THE CIRCULATORY 
SyYsTEM. 
Diseases of the Heart :— 
Functional, . ; : ‘ 
Organic,. see. ; — 


—|—}|—|—]] 1 | — || Attacks of syncope. 


1 | 
| 
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V. & VL.—Dtseases or THe ABSORBENT 
SysTem, 
Hydrocele, . 


VIl.—Diseases OF THE RESPIRATORY 


Constipation, 

Hemorrhoids, 

Hernia, 

Worms, . 

Hepatitis, . . : ; 
Congestion of Liver, . : 


Litt wlel el 


In one of the cases, much enlargement but 
no marked general symptoms, 
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IX. & X.—Diseases or THE URINARY 
AND GENERATIVE SysTEMS. 
Cystitis, 
Spermatorrheea, 
Gonorrhea, 
Stricture, 
Orchitis, 


@ 


One a tight stricture after Holt’s operation. 
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XU. & XIT1.—Drsskases or toe CetLv.tar 
‘Tissvz anp Cutangous System. ¢ 
Ulcer, 
Condylomata 
Chilblai 


UNCLASSED. 
Delirium Tremens, 


Wounps anp INJURIES. 
Wounds, . ; ; : ; —_ 6 
Fractures, — I 
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Analysis of the Nosological Table. 

(a.) General Remarks.—As is usual at the Anchorage during the six winter months, the cases were 
as a rule unimportant, so that, with the exception of diseases of the heart and typhoid fever, there is little in 
.the Table timé calls. for remark. Many of the cases, especially those occurring afloat, were of so trivial a 
description thet they would probably not have received medical advice, ahd therefore would not have been 
enumerated but for the system of attendance by contract prevailing in China. The mere number of 
cases recorded is therefore no sure criterion of the salubrity or the reverse of the locality. ‘The death-rate is 
a safer guide, and this will be treated of farther on. ~- 


Including the shipping, and reducing this as naerky as possible to the condition of an average 
stationary population, these cases are taken from about 400 individuals. 


_ The only deaths at the Anchorge during the six months were the two entered under organic disease 
of the heart. 


39 
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| _ (b.) Scurvy.—The patient was one of the crew of a German barque from Hamburgh to Foochow 

direct, 150 days out. There was no lime juice on board, and no fresh provisions were served out during the 
voyage, these not being required, as it appears, by German law. The patient presented the ordinary characters 
of the disease—blue line on gums, ecchymosed patches along tibia and on calves, muscular atrophy and 

ots debility. Considering the length of the voyage and the absence of lime juice and fresh provisions 
and vegetables, it is strange that out of a company of 15 this was the only man affected. The mixture of 
cabbage and fennel seed known-as Sauerkraut may a“ had something to do with the immunity enjoyed 
by the rest. 

(c.) Enthetic Disease. —One of the cases is worthy of remark as illustrating a point in diagnosis. 
A chancre that I took from the first to be a soft sore, healed with considerable induration accompanied by 
glandular enlargement in the groin so like the non-suppurating bubo of hard chancre as to induce me to 
think I had mistaken the character of the sore in the first instance, and to put the patient under constitutional 
treatment. In a few days however the bubo showed signs of suppuration, was poulticed and opened, thus 
proving the non-infecting nature of the sore. Had the gland not suppurated, I should certainly have 
pronounced this an infecting chancre, (vide Ricorp on Syphilis before the British Medical Association in 
Lancet of August 17th, 1872). 

(d.) Wounds and Injuries. —One case was a gun-shot wound in a native, the hand being blown away at 
the wrist joint through inattention to sponging and stopping the vent of the gun while saluting. Amputation 
was performed through the middle of the forearm, and antiseptic dressings on ListrEr’s method applied. 
There was no suppuration and no bad symptom, the wound uniting by first intention. I may mention that 
in my experience the Chinese make excellent surgical patients. They stand operations well, and recover 
from them readily, For the last four years I have been in the habit of using Lisrer’s dressings in nearly all 
eases of operation and wound from accident, a method introduced to my notice by Dr. Myers of Chefoo. 
From this experience I cannot speak too highly of the value of the method, and no doubt much of the 
success must be ascribed to it ; but even during the old system of water dressings I used to notice how. well 
surgical cases got on in natives. While speaking of antiseptic dressings I may notice a property of carbolic 
acid to which as far as I am aware little attention has been drawn, I mean its power of producing local 
anesthesia. I have often been struck on visiting a patient next morning to find that he had suffered no 
pain from the time of dressing, and this in the case of extensive wounds. This property of the agent is 
apparent also to the dresser in the feeling of numbness and tingling he experiences in his fingers when a 
solution of 1 to 1o or even 1 f 20 is used.* 

(e.) Typhoid Fever.—I note it as remarkable that we had 4 cases of typhoid fever during the 
six months. There had been no case at the Anchorge for over 3 years, and in 11 years’ practice here I had 
seen only 7 or 8 cases altogether, before the present series. Of the 4 cases 3 occurred in my own practice, 
and I give the temperature charts of the two in which I had the opportunity of taking observations. The 
disease appeared. first in the boatswain of a French vessel from Shanghai. The man had been ill for about 
10 days before arrival here, and had contracted the fever in Shanghai. He was removed to hospital and the 
disease ran a normal course. 

The second occurred in a girl aged 5, the third in a boy of 4}, and the fourth in a girl of 3 years. 
In one of the cases I did not get observations till the 12th day, as was made out afterwards. 


* In the Journal of Cutaneous Medicine for June 1870 Erasmus WiLson shewed the value of carbolic acid in producing 
local anesthesia previous to the application of caustics to lupus and epithelioma. Surgeon Brit of the U.S. Army subsequently 
detailed in the Ameritan Journal of Medical Science for October 1570, the result of a curious and courageous experiment made 
on his own person, as well as*several cases of~incision of ‘buboes; whitlows, &e., and other minor operations on his patients in 
which the anwsthetic action of carbolic acid was all that could be desired. Dr. BiLt applies to the seat and neighbourhood of the 
proposed incision, a three per cent solution of the acid in warm water, for 1§.minutes, and then draws a brush dipped in the 
concentrated acid over the line to be followed by the knife. It is sometimes necessary, should sensibility become apparent in 
the course of the operation, to brush out the wound with liquefied acid before extending the incision deeper. See Brarrawairr’s 
Retrospect of Medicine, vol. Ixii, p. 382, and vol. xiii, p.171. R.A. J. 


6 


oe 
28 


27 


20 | 21 | 2 | 3 | 4 | GB | DB 


ia 


19 


18 


5 
_ 
= 
— 
< 
= 
—, 
ra 
~ 


17 


16 


Se Cee at Fi Seay er Eats a3 3 6 ES, oye “ ; . 
eT ee eee eT ee ce a me a er Se hl et ore hy aaa ee IE Da RR BIN NON Me ay et 


1 872-73.] ve oe FOOCHOW. 4I 


It will be hiiniel that these records correspond pretty closely with the typical ranges found by 
Wonperticu and Travse, and they show that the disease here runs much the same course as in other 
countries. No. 3 was . \ severe case, No. 4a fairly mild one. The first patient w was 8 at the worst on the 17th 
established on the 26th day. In the other case the symptoms wefe most severe from the roth. to the 14th 
day, and the patient was convalescent on the 21st day, The disease did not repeat itself in either of these 
cases, and convalescence was coincident with the fall of the thermometer to normal. It is hardly necessary 
to remark on the value of the thermometer in this disease with reference alike to diagnosis, prognosis and 
treatment. All the cases were treated on the principles laid down by Sir William Gutt, viz. few or no drugs, 
careful nursing, milk, soups and stimulants. His plan of keeping the rectum filled with thin starch was found 
to answer admirably in moderating the diarrhoea (Sir William Guit on Typhoid Fever in Lancet of 29th June 
1872). On the interesting subject of contagion and the communication of typhoid, I would remark that 
there was no evidence of the fever having been communicated from one patient to another, and as there were only 
4 cases altogether, the form must be set down as sporadic. - There was first the patient in hospital at Mamoi, 
who sickened in Shanghai; next the girl, on Pagoda Island, a locality separated from the hospital by about 
a quarter of a mile of water; the third a boy resident at the top of Mamoi Hill, an unexceptionably healthy 
site; and the fourth occurred in a hulk in the harbour. Moreover the parents were in constant attendance on 
the little sufferers, and in at least one case the mother slept in the same bed with the child all through the 
disease. The only possible means of communication would be the river Min, the water of which we all use. 
I have already (Customs Medical Reports, No. 2, page 29,) stated my reasons for thinking this water 
wholesome for drinking and cooking purposes. ‘The river at the Anchorge varies in breadth from 1,429 to 
2,500 yards, and has a strong tidal ebb and flow. The average rise and fall at spring and neap tides is 13 
feet. I have no means of calculating the volume of water borne on each tide, but it must be very great, and 
I think it extremely improbable that any excreta by chance finding their way into the river from one, two or 
three typhoid cases, attenuated as they would. be to such a degree of dilution, could be capable of com- 
municating the disease to another drinking the water. There is besides the positive evidence that the disease 
stopped at the fourth case. We have a mass of evidence favouring the view that the poison of typhoid is 
communicated through contaminated water, and I think that cases like the present, where no such mode 
of diffusion is probable, are deserving of record. 

This leads me toa few remarks on general sanitary conditions as we find them existing in China, and 
I have to add my testimony to that of the other writers of these Reports as to the total disregard of anything 
like sanitary arrangements in the native quarters. The streets and houses are as described by Drs. MuLuErR 
and Manson of Amoy (Customs Medical Reports, No. 2, page 11), with the addition that, wood being cheap 
here, the floors are made of that material. The planks are not dovetailed and therefore shrink, leaving 
intervals of a quarter of an inch or more between them. Dirt of all kinds finds its way through these chinks, 
and when a house is, burnt or blown down the foundation is seen to be a mass of filth in a decomposing 
state. Our creeks differ only in degree (in the worst parts of the city they do not differ at all) from the 
San-t‘sung described by Dr. Wone (Customs Medical Reports, No. 3, page 21). There is nothing like 
. drainage, and the traffic in nightsoil, the formation of manure pits and the watering of fields with liquid 
ordure obtain here as elsewhere; in short we have all the generally recognised factors of zymotic disease 
with a high temperature to favour the fermentative and putrefactive processes. Yet we enjoy a high 
standard of health, and there has been no epidemic affecting foreigners at this port for at least 11 years. 

I think the purpose of these Reports for the present is best served by collecting materials for future 
use. I therefore content myself with stating these facts, and refrain from generalising from them, more 
especially as the subject of sanitation is at this moment engaging the attention of our best authorities in all 
parts of the world. 

(f.) Diseases of the Heart.—One of the fatal cases occurred-at the Arsenal, and the other in my own 
practice. The latter patient died on his way home to England a day or two after leaving, but I think it 
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right to record his death as belonging to the Anchorge, because, as far as he could tell, the disease originated 
here. The case at the Arsenal was so sudden that the man was dead before the medical officer could reach 
him, and there was no autopsy. The deceased had not before had occasion to apply for advice, and in the absence. 
of a postniortem examination Dr. PovJape can only conjecture from the symptoms as detailed afterwards, 
and from some hurried words addressed by deceased to his friends just before death, that the result was due 
to “anémie cérébrale produite par l’oblitération des valvules aortiques par une embolie ou toute autre pro- 
duction morbide ayant son origine dans le ventricule gauche.” In my case the patient was aged about 30 
and had been resident 12 years in China; he had always been healthy until his last illness, was most abste- 
mious in his habits and used to take exercise by shooting, &c., as often as his duties permitted. On the roth 
February while out shooting he complained of feeling “short-winded”, and found himself unable to undergo 
as usual the fatigue of walking through stiff clay and ‘mud involved in a day’s wildfow] shooting at this port. 
He had had the same kind of exercise at intervals during the winter without experiencing remarkable fatigue. 
He then began-to lose flesh rapidly, complained of cough and great weakness, became incapable of exertion, 
and looked anxious, dusky, and anemic. On examination, I found bronchial rales in both lungs, the right. | 
lobe of the liver much enlarged, and a prolonged bellows murmur accompanying the systole. The murmur 
was heard at the base and apex and along the sternum on-the left side, a little intensified towards the base. 
Heart sounds abnormally distinct in nearly all parts of the chest. No evidence of hypertrophy on per- 
cussion ; cardiac impulse moderately strong, certainly not feeble; radial pulse full, with a strong thrill. At 
no part could the murmur be said to be double, but at the base and apex it was prolonged into the second 
sound and obscured it. Patient suffered much from dyspnea and insomnia. The little rest he could obtain 
was got in a sitting or semi-reclining posture. The urine contained no albumen but was loaded with 
lithates. Treatment was of no avail, the case getting rapidly worse, and in consultation we decided to send 
the patient home as the only chance, though a small one. He died on the way to Hongkong on the roth 
April. | 
Considering the rapidly fatal nature of these two cases, and in the absence of postmortem examinations, 
it is obviously impossible to speak with certainty as to the particular forms of cardiac disease and especially 
as to the immediate causes of death. In view however of the fact, well ascertained in England, and indicated 
in China (as far at least as these Reports have gone as yet) that diseases of the heart in male adults are on 
the increase, I think any information however meagre on this class of disease is not without its value. It is 
useful to place the second case side by side with those reported by Dr. Rem and Dr. SHearer in which post- 
mortem examinations were had (Customs Medical Reports, No. 3, pp. 44-45; No. 4, pp. 50-54). My case agrees 
with Dr. Saearer’s in the sudden onset of the symptoms in a man previously healthy, the rapid progress to 
death, and the enlargement of the right lobe of the liver, and differs in the points that my patient was a man 
of the most temperate habits, the murmur was single, and the cardiac impulse was moderately strong. 
It is not-improbable that mine also was a case of aneurism, but it rather reminds me of one of sudden 
death at the Anchorge some years ago, in which I had the opportunity of a postmortem. The man had not 
before complained of cardiac symptoms, but died one morning in a few minutes. On examination a fibrinous’ 
coagulum about the size of a small walnut was found attached tothe wall of the left ventricle. Its free 
extremity encroached upon the mitral valves, but all the valves were healthy. In this case too the liver was 
enormously enlarged. The coagulum was distinguished from a postmortem formation, or one occurring 
‘just at the moment of dissolution, by being distinctly organised and continuous with the tissue of the endo- 
cardium. ‘To apply this to my case is of course a mere hypothesis. I mention it chiefly in order to call 
attention to the desirability of obtaining, as often as possible, the cause of death in cardiac disease, and also 
to suggest the query whether these fibrinous formations are more common in China than at home, where they — 
must be said to be rarely met with. : 
I do not think that this case can be quoted as an example of injury to the heart or great vessels 
fyom over-exertion in the enjoyment of field sports. The only evidence in favour of this view is the fact 
that the first symptoms (as far as we know) appeared while the deceased was on a shooting excursion; but 
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it is to be observed that he had undergone the same amount of fatigue many times during the winter, 
and there is no evidence of rupture or other sudden lesion of the heart or arteries occurring on that particular 
occasion. On the other hand, I have reason to attribute much of the-health enjoyed at this port to the facts 
that our long cool season gives the residents the opportunity of taking exercise in many forms, and that they 
avail themselves very generally of these advantages. In saying this I must not be understood as recom- 
mending strong muscular exertion during the summer, or anything like over-training at any season. On the 
ae | even when cool weather sets in, great caution should be observed in passing from the mild exercise 
appropriate to summer to the morMdsevere forms of exertion found beneficial in winter. All writers on hygiene 
are agreed as to the value of properly regulated exercise as a means of health, The plainest and most 
conclusive evidence in its favour seems to me to be that a healthy subject experiences the benefit of exercise 
in his own case, and that.anyone of ordinary intelligence can detect from his own sensations anything that 
passes the bounds of healthful exertion. Michel Lévy, (Z'raité D'Hyziene, vol. II., pp. 217-18) observes— 
** La sensation de la fatigue est le signal que donne la nature pour le repos ; le sentiment de la réfection en 
** indique la mesure: ces deux limites sont mobiles comme les conditions d’organisation individuel: >, variables 
“commé le régime, lhabitude, etc. Tel sybarite de cabinet sue & grosses gouttes & la premiére course qu’on 
“Jui fait faire, et succombe A mi-chemin ; huit jours d’exercice doublent ses forces et son haleine.” 


After describing the judicious system of training recommended by “ Stonehenge,” and followed by 
the best trainers in our days, Parkes remarks, ( Practical Hygiene, pp. 348-49) “The result of this” 
“* training is apparently greatly to improve the health. The skin gets clear, the eye bright, the temper 
“‘ cheerful; the movements of the body are easy and rapid; the breathing power of the lungs greatly 
** augments; there is little fat on the ody; the muscles are firm and resistant, so that they are not so 
** easily bruised as usual, and injuries are sooner recovered from.” 


_ It is known that, even at home, high training cannot be kept up except for a limited period, and I do 
not think it ought to be attempted in China at all. Anyone, however, can easily form for himself a good 
practical course of exercise according to the bent of/his own tastes, and whether it be gymnastic exercises, 
games, or field sports is of little moment provided it be well regulated... This exercise will manifest its own 
good at the time, and place the individual in a better position to withstand the langour and enforced con- 
finement of our short summer. 


III. Foreign Death-rate at the Anchorage, at the Arsenal and atFoochow. 


(1.), Foreign Death-rate atthe Anchorage for the wi years ended 31st December, 1872.—I am indebted 
to Captain Saunpers, Mr. Guover and Mr. Srvciamr for assistance in making out returns for the Anchorage. 
It is easy enough to get at the actual number of deaths for the period indicated. The interments in the 
cemetery, plus the cases of drowning in which the bodies have not been recovered, and the few buried in 
Foochow and elsewhere, give the total deaths. It is more difficult to estimate the average yearly 
population, this being principally a floating one and of course constantly changing. After a careful 
calculation, the details of which it is unnecessary to give, I have set it down at 610, and I believe this is very 
near the truth. The deaths from all causes during the 11 years were 124. This to a population of 
. 610 gives a death-rate of 18 per thousand. It is unfortunately quite impossible to get at the cause of death 
in the great majority of these cases, no regular registration having been made. It is known, however, that 
14 of these 124 were cases of drowning, 2 were shot, many died from other accidents, and not a few from a 
system of living that would have proved rapidly fatal in any climate. If we exclude the 14 cases of drowning 
alone, the deaths are reduced to 110, and the mortality to 16.2 per thousand. It is also to be remarked that 
in many instances the patients arrived at this port in a dying state from diseases contracted elsewhere, and 
this will more than counterbalance the number sent home on medical certificate, for which this locality is 


responsible. 
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Iam well aware that the above figures cannot be taken as scientifically accurate. But whatever 
doubt there may be, I have been careful that the higher mortality should have the benefit of it, and that 
thus the death-rate should be over estimated rather than the reverse. | 
(2.) Foreign Death-rate at the Arsenal—M. GiqueE., the director, has kindly given me the following 
list of the employés who died either here or on Bessy! way home, having been sent home on account 


of illness. %: 
' 
DEATHS. OCCUPATION, Diskase. Date or Dearn. OBSERVATIONS. | 
i Boiler-maker, .>.7........ PU oii ie ...| —" August,  1868,..) When en route to France. 
ie oo ae ig dinero taints Con 1868,..| At the Arsenal. — 
I Foreman Pattermamaker,) <4, © ciscisisccovcascsccsecss wth « 1868,..| At Swatow (when en route to maid 
x nn ERECTED TG RTS Wound,followed byTetanus,| 11th October, 1868,..) At the Arsenal 
i Boiler-maker, ........:... PEL 5. dic is cides ipscesteane — January, 1869,..| When en route to France, 
I Building Overseer, ......| Dysentery, ............-...0006, 15th October, 1869,..| At the Arsenal. 
© ah) bi aciisnnendchces ss co ceeiv tions tei Ne Re ey Me aE a, ee 1870,.. a 
I Ball -taaee, <n cssccccseans Phthisis and Dysentery, ...| 30th _,, 1870... i 
I Boiler-maker, ............| Dysentery, .............. er 2nd November, 1870... 
i Pe 5 ivcsie ieccecans Hepatic Abscess, ............ 23rd December, 1870... ef 
I NE sc ccysecaibarie Ps i iiaick co inn sivebe one 1§th March, 1871,.| At Amoy (when en route to France.) 
I Accountant, ............ Malignant Fever, ......... .. 13th August, 1872,..| At the Arsenal. ; 
cr. | 
ee . 
- - | 


Though taken from a small community, this record is valuable because each of the deaths has been 
vouched for by medical certificate, the population is determinate and the occupations are stated. 

These are the deaths for the 5 years of the Arsenal’s existence. The average yearly population is 
74, and the employés, with the exception of about 6, are Frenchmen. All the deaths belong to the latter 
nationality. The deaths for the 5 years were 12, giving a death-rate of 32.4 to the thousand. Without 
explanation, this high mortality would convey an erroneous impression. Of the 12 deaths, 6 were cases of 
phthisis, and of these only one could be said to be of local origin, and two of the men arrived from France in 
a dying state. It is to be remarked, moreover, that the single case of local origin was “pneumonic phthisis,” 
“catarrhal pneumonia with caseous infiltration,” ‘ phthisis galopante,” or whatever may be the term fixed 
upon, a form pathologically and clinically distinct from what may be called for the present chronic phthisis, 
meaning that phthisis which is fatal independently of destruction of lung tissue. Of the latter variety I have 
never seen a case of local origin in a foreigner at this port. It is an interesting question how far climate 
bears on the production or development of one or other of these two distinct morbid states, and further 
observation in China on this point is much to be desired. 

One of the deaths was from traumatic tetanus following a gun-shot wound; the remaining 5 from 
dysentery and hepatic abscess are undoubtedly to be referred to climatic causes. If we take out 5 of 
the 6 deaths from phthisis and the one from tetanus, for which the climate is in no way answerable, the 
mortality is reduced to 6 in 5 years, or 16.2 in the thousand. 

(3.) Foreign Death-rate of Foochow for the 11 years ended 31st December 1872.—This record may 
also be taken as accurate, and I have to thank the Rev. W. W. Hawxrys and Dr. Beaumont for their kind 
assistance in enabling me to form it. The average yearly population during the pefiod considered was 105. 
This is exclusive.of the American missionaries whose statistics will follow. 


Drowned in the Min. 
Arrived from Shanghai 
in a dying state. 
Arrived in a dying state. 
me is — | Arrived in a dying state. 
Lieut.—Com. R. N. eg 


Beatewal HN. 


pwning ee Drowned in the Min. 
Debility, i ¥e A premature birth. 


Pneumonic Phthisis,... 
Gangrene of Intestines, 


2! 
About 28,. 


An infant. 


Remittent Fever, .| British,... Arrived in a dying state. 
Abscess of Liver, i 
Injuries from  explo- 
sion of akerosine lamp. | 
Pernicious (remittent)| 

Fever. 


Average yearly Death-rate from all causes, per thousand, 


Of these 27 deaths from all causes, it will be seen that 
2 are cases of drowning. 
2 of accident. 
4 arrived in a dying state. 
5 occurred in infants under 1 year of heel t lived a few days, and another 1 day only. 

If we exclude the 4 from drowning and accident only, the deaths for the 11 years are 23, and the 
mortality 19.9t or in round numbers, 20 per thousand, and if we deduct the infant. of 1 day and the 
premature birth, it is further reduced to 18.18 per thousand. 

The 4 cases received in a dying state will more than cover any sent away sick who may have died - 
elsewhere. 

I am indebted to the Rev. S. L. Batpwix for the following mortality returns of the American 
missionary community in Foochow. 
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Burials in the Mission Cemetery Foochow, January 1st, 1862, to December 31st, 1872. 
AmeriIcAN Metuopist EprscopaL Mission. | 


1864.—September 6th: Rev..C. R. M., native of Vermont, U. 8. A., aged 29 years and 6 months, Died of cholera, 
Sick about 16 hours. 

1864.—September 6th. L. A. M., born at Foochow, aged 1 year, 9 months and 20 days. Of cholera infantum. 

1867.—December 4th. M. L. B., born at Foochow, aged 11 months and 4 days. Of cholera infantum. Sick 1 day, 

1869.—August 30th. H. J. B. , beter et Pooshow, aged. ¢ ihenth suk'6 Give. Of bronchitis. 


NUMBERS IN THE MISSION—1862 to 1872. 
YEAR. TOTAL. 
ADULTs. CHILDREN-UNDER 5.| CHILDREN § TO 10, |CHILDREN 10 TOI5S. 
MRE ROMP hy FEAT ABO CR AS 12 4 4 I 21 
isaac oi tcccscrignatbecdiaiicueeves 14 7 3 2 26 
asic ostids caucus coulsumrevenseness i2 7 4 2 25 
Wea icc Ci ses sshaia: Haeeebane 8 4 2 3 17 
Peiscks ss: icdeis cin hacen 12 z 3 3 2 
Piss csacesnoscctneapavaheoevest bas 12 3 3 26 
Sisk cs cntcncsiasgspiduaveridenianee 11 6 I -— 18 
Oe Bei iiciee osctcntscnedivese otienssiaal 5 5 2 -—- 12 
Pi icisis cincscbinnsetncsd couse cesaacess 3 (2 I — 6 
SR iicisiviscdesevias NiNiitencvanans 5 I 2 — 8 
BOD sone sensccesievigas cohevasys conics 6 I - 2 — 9 
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American BoarpD oF Commissioners For Foreran Missions. 


1864.—June 3rd. W. B., born at Amoy, aged 4 months and 19 days, arouge here sick from Amoy. Died of 
bronchitis. 

1864.—August 7th. M. E. H., born at Foochow, aged 10 years, 4 months and 16 days, Dysentery. 

1865.—August 16. G. U. W., born at Foochow, aged 10 months." Cholera infantum. 

1870.—February 14th. A, 8. W., born at Foochow, aged 4 days. Cause of death unknown, 

Whole number of burials in the Mission Cemetery in the 11 years 1862-1872, (inclusive) 8. Adult, 1; children 
under one year, §; between I and 2,1; over 10,1. The adult was born in America. The 7 Children were 
born in China, is ea 

It will be seen that of 100 adults in the Methodist Episcopal Mission for the 11 years, only 1 died, or 
10 per thousand ; of the 52 children under 5 years, 3 died = 57.69 per thousand, while among the 41 over 
5 years there were no deaths. The numerical strength of the other mission is not stated. 

The deaths were chiefly from diseases of the intestinal canal, but it is to be remarked that in the 
absence of a specific definition of “cholera infantum” it is impossible to tell whether this term:has been 
applied to one or to several morbid conditions. : 

(4.) General Remarks on the Vital Statistics.—These returns show that the chief mortality is due to 
dysentery and diseases of the liver, while we are remarkably free from zymotic diseases. They indicate 
also a low death-rate at this port. It hag long been my impression that the mortality among foreigners in 
China is much less than is popularly supposed, and these Reports, as far as they have gone at present, tend 
to prove this. (Vide for Shanghai, Dr. Jamigson in Customs Medical rte No. 3, p. 80, and Dr. Dupczon 


. for Peking in Customs Medical Reports, No. 4, pp. 34-35)- 


In conclusion, I do not think it is beyond my province to remark that this question has an important 
practical bearing on the subject of life assurance. If it be shown that the foreign death-rate in this country 
does not exceed that of our healthiest towns in England and Séotland, it follows that the large extra 
premium charged by nearly all the offices for residence in China is greatly out of proportion, to the risk. 
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'H.—Dr. James Watson’s Repott on the Health of Newchwang for the 
’ half year ended 31st March, 1872. | 


oe 

Last Winter, although an ordinarily severe one, was late in its advent. There was no keen frost 
until the last third of December, and the roads which are usually frozen hard by the end of November were 
soft and muddy until the beginning of January, in consequence of the frequent occurrence of snow, and 
that to such an extent that the great winter traffic by cart was seriously interfered with. A distance which 
in ordinary winters could be easily overtaken in three or four days took as many as from ten to fourteen 
days. ) : erites 

The general health of foreign and Chinese residents during this period was unusually good. During 
October, November and December, slight attacks of catarrh were very frequent, but except in one instance 
no serious consequences followed. The exception was in the case of a little girl 2 years of age, who had 
suffered for more than eight months from slight but repeated colds, as evidenced by a nearly constant dis- 
charge from the eyes and nose. There was no marked disease of the lungs, but the child was feeble, and 
when the cold weather commenced she was insufficiently clad and lived in the same room (subject to 
extreme variation in temperature) night and day, with a sick father and brother and another child. The 
cubic content of this room was 3,150 feet, aud the only entrance was through the kitchen, where all the 
food of the household of six persons was cooked. The air was thus vitiated, and in addition there were the 
emanations from the discharges of the two sick patients, one suffering from enlargement of the heart and 
pulmonary congestion, and the other from chronic diarrhoxa. Under these circumstances the child suffered from 
an attack of bronchitis with acute inflammation of the larynx, and died on thé 15th November after 36 hours 
illness. For an hour or two before death there were symptoms of croup, but careful examination failed 
to show-any appearance of membrane. The case was treated by emetics of antimony and ipecacuanha, 
mild purgatives of grey powder, and counterirritation over the chest and throat in the first instance, but it 
became necessary to resort to a stimulant treatment, when brandy and ammonia were given. Throughout 
the illness I endeavoured to keep the air of the room moist by means of steam. 

In a former Report* I mentioned the frequent occurrence during the winter of a severe and 
troublesome affection of the throat, characterised by a dry state of the mucous membrane at the back of 
the pharynx, and the subsequent appearance of a thin white membranous exudation which afterwards 
becomes yellowish and thick. During the last six months this affection in a modified form was frequently 
seen. The cases were invariably of a milder character then those before observed, and this change was due, 
I think, to the comparatively moist character of the climate during last winter. The frequent occurrence 
of snow not only very materially moderated the dryness of the atmosphere but altogether prevented local 
dust storms, which in ordinary winters follow every high wind. Thus two irritants, excessively dry air and 
fine gritty dust, were absent. | 

I have already given it as.my opinion that the winter climate of this district is not suited for patients 
labouring under organic disease of the heart and lungs. I have had the correctness of this view impressed upon 
me while ‘attending two patients during {the past winter. One suffered from simple enlargement of the 
heart, associated with chronic bronchitis and asthma; the other from excessive enlargement of the heart 
with valvular disease. The first instance was that of a lady who arrived here last October. She had on 
several occasions suffered from inflammation of the lungs, and for many years chronic bronchitis had 
troubled her. Her pulse was rarely if ever below 100, and it often ranged between 1r1ro and 130. On the 
isth January last she was while under the influence of chloroform safely delivered of a son, and she 
made a fair, if not a complete, recovery. I hoped that after this event the pulse would have become 
slower, but it rather increased than diminished in rapidity, Unfortunately she was tempted by the fine 


* Customs Medical Reports, No. 3, p. 16. 


- orrina - ~ i aie ahh Lae See Oe en aes Ne a ee | ee oe ee 
> ‘ 4 , toe pe ta 4 “ 
SPELL SS RGR LR ATOM MIO SBN ae iit SAN EN baie. 

z oS : ere eo mone, ey ord ¥ -. 2 . : 


AGORA AMMO ARES LES De rigs eee 
= .. 7 + a and Te EE og Oe are oS 2 ae BP we OS Rie pet Ree A 5a ae 
* ae 


48 : : _. MEDICAL REPORTS. = [ OCT.-MAR., 


weather which we had in the latter part of February to venture out of doors and take a little exercise 
under the verandah. The sun was bright and strong, and the air felt warm, but it was not sufficiently so to 
heat the stones and brickwork of which the house was built. Feeling tired after walking a little, she sat 
down and got a chill. This exposure brought on an attack of acute bronchitis, associated with high fever. 
The fever after a few days ceased, but it induced great weakness, and from this date the lungs suffered greatly. 
Marked condensation and then cavities were discovered, and these increased in size in spite of constant 


counterirritation and the administration of nutritive food, wine and soothing medicaments. The ‘ordinary 


course of acute phthisis was pursued, and on the 31st March the patient died. 

The other case was that of a man aged 38 who during the last 18 months suffered bets paralysis of 
the bladder, dysentery, remittent fever and rheumatism, but whose chief sufferings for the last 10 months 
were due to cardiac disease, The heart was very much enlarged, and both aortic and tricuspid valves were 
diseased. The lungs were condensed and there was pleuritic effusion on both sides but especially on the left. 
The lowerlimbs were also dropsical. Before the winter I urged him to leave the place, as just then many 
of the distressing symptoms were either in abeyance or much modified. Indeed at this time he was able 
to walk a little, but soon after the cold weather commenced, breathlessness, spasm of the heart, and sensations 
of suffocation returned, and at present (31st March), he is in constant apprehension of sudden death. 
Heemoptysis very frequently occurs and if it continues must of itself soon cause death. The bleeding 
invariahly gives relief for a few days, so much so that I am constantly entreated to bleed, but hitherto 
I have resisted the urgent demands of the patient and his wife. Altogether the case is a difficult one: 
to treat. The pulse has been so rapid, rising occasionally to 140, and never falling below 120, that I have 
been tempted to administer aconite, antimony, and other drugs of like therapeutical effect, but they all seem 
to increase the weakness and accelerate the heart’s action ; while the more reasonable plan of administering 
dietic and medicinal stimulants proves equally unsatisfactory. Iodide of potassium for a considerable time 
lowered the pulse and relieved the breathing, but the stomach eventually refused to tolerate this drug, and 
for the last 3 months nothing has been done beyond checking hemorrhage from the nose and mouth, relieving 
spasm of the heart and lungs by the administration of ammonia and spirit of chloroform, combating the 
dyspnoea by supporting the patient in a half sitting position, and diminishing effusion by the administration 
of diuretics. For the 3 weeks previous to the end of the quarter I carefully administered 74th of a grain of 
digitaline every six hours, and the patient thought the drug relieved him. The inhalation of a little 
chloroform has frequently cut short a spasm which seemed on the point of producing suffocation.* 

But for the unusually moist winter I think it very improbable that the former patient would have 
recovered from her confinement, and almost certain that the latter would have died some months ago. With 
a large heart pressing on the trachea, with a pulse ranging between 120 and 140, with considerable effusion 
into the chest and lungs, with the inability to keep the recumbent position for more than a few minutes at 
a time, and the consequent impossibility of obtaining sleep except by snatches, it seems wonderful that the 
last patient was able to live so long. In both cases, it was interesting to mark the relief obtained when the 
wind was from the south and the air moist from this cause and the evaporation of the snow. It becomes 


more and more evident to me that such cases—difficult to treat anywhere—require a moister and warmer 


climate than this province affords. 
The accidents which I have treated during the period under review have as a rule been of a very 
ordinary nature and ‘unworthy of special remark, with perhaps one exception, to which I will briefly refer. 


* This man died on the 23rd April, a few hours after going on board a steamer in which he hoped to return to Europe. 


- -[ here give the notes of the postmortem examination made on the 25th April :— - 


Rigor mortis almost past; body much wasted. Thorax:—There was a little fluid in the pericardium. The heart, 


examined én situ, was mych enlarged. The tricuspid and aortic valves bore vegetations on their free borders, while on one of | 


the valves of the pulmonary artery there were two cartilaginous masses on either side of the corpus Arantii, each of the size of 
a small pea. The lungs were infiltrated with fluid but otherwise healthy, while the pleural cavity on the right side was greatly 
distended with fluid, and that of the left side slightly so. The heart, cut away from its bloodvessels close to the valves, and 
after having the cavities washed out, weighed 2244 ounces. 
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The captain of a steamer who had gone up the river shooting with a friend on the 7th October was, while 
standing in the boat, accidentally struck in the left eye by a shot from his friend’s gun. Three hours 
afterwards I found the conjunctiva projecting beyond the eyelids,: and the eyeball embedded in the 
highly congested vascular membrane. Closer examination shewed a groove running from before, back- 
wards and outwards in the sclerotic. Following up this channel for a considerable distance with a fine 
probe I was unable to detect any foreign body. In consequence of the great swelling and pain I was 
compelled to postpone the search for the shot. The shot had struck with so much force that the iris 
was ruptured from its attachment to the ciliary ligament, on the outer aspect of the eye, to the extent of 
about one eighth of an inch, It was also completely paralysed. The patient complained of acute neuralgic 
pain in the injured eye and orbit, and was quite blind upon that side. Cupping to the temple, the instillation 
of atropine, and subsequent blistering relieved the pain very much, but the swelling of the conjunctiva still 
continued considerable, and the neuralgia severe although lessened, while sight was all but totally extin- 
guished in the injured eye when the sufferer was forced to leave this port for Yokohama. Meanwhile, as soon 
as the more acute symptoms had abated I prescribed large doses of iodide of potassium with the best results. 
On, leaving, he was advised to keep to his darkened room as much as possible. When he arrived at 
Yokohama the eye was examined by two ‘medical men who found the symptoms very much moderated. 
Vision had slightly improved, and the neuralgia was now more disagreeable than acutely painful. There was 
still a certain amount of swelling in the conjunctiva but the shot was out of reach. Indeed they concluded 
that it had made its escape after inflicting the injury described. 

On the 6th November the patient returned to this port. Although the distressing symptoms described 
above were very much relieved, the iris was still paralysed, and the neuralgia very annoying. The conjunctiva 
was almost natural, but the rupture of the iris from the ciliary ligament was perceptible, the pupil was oval, 
and vision was nearly extinct. On palpating the eyeball through the lids, I thought I discovered well back 
on the ball a round tumour, but through the skin this felt so large that it could not be accounted for by 
the presence of a small pellet of metal such as I believed the shot to-have been. On the following day 
(7th November) with the assistance of the chief officer, I managed to get the eyeball everted to a considerable 
extent, and thus brought the tumour into view. With some trouble I fixed the eye in this position, snipt off 
a piece of conjunctiva over the tumour,. cut into the swelling in the sclerotic and very readily turned out a 
large iron shot, which was encysted in the sclerotic texture. The shot weighed exactly ten grains. When 
the eye was allowed to resume its natural position it was impossible to see where the cut had been made, and 
the cicatrix is only noticeable when the eyeball is largely everted. 

The points of interest in this case are the following :—Immediately the shot was removed the neuralgia 
in the eye and orbit was cured; the sight rapidly became useful; the iris recovered from its paralysis; and 
although I have not seen the patient since he left this port last November, he has written to a friend here to 
say that his eyesight is as good as ever it was. 


TABLE of extreme Temperatures and Barometrical Changes during the October to March half year.* 


THERMOMETER. : BAROMETER. 
MONTH. REMARKS. 
HicHest. Lowest. HIGHEST. Lowést. | 

1872. 4 in. ) in. ‘ The cold asthe duri i i 
im ( ng this period 
assan Saag seae agente seh oneees a <A - ~ gen was comp 1 into a fewer number 
say eeh eee eee eee eee eee eee 9° ian a os rs . of weeks than is usual. The winter 
Decem F PPP R OTE Re Ree eee eee 4 . 3 7 9.90 was thus later in 1 . ning and 
1873. | sooner over than is customary. In 
NN aos <cedces vencvecsnses 34° —2° 30.91 30.21 the sun, some days about the end of 
beter! re 49° —5° 30.74 29.71 February and in March were more 

MINI is i wid obchacehantoanen tes 60° 5° 30.52 29.78 like summer than winter days. 


“* The thermometer was hung under a verandah on the northern wall of the Custom House, The barometrical 
readings are taken from the instrument in the Harbour Master's office. — 
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I.—Dr. Alexander Jamreson’s Report on the Health of Shanghai for the 
half year ended 31st March, 1873. 


For the following meteorological table, with the observations which accompany it, I am indebted to 
Mr. C. Detcuton-Braysuer, Assistant Harbour Master. | 


HicHest RANGE OF Lowest RANGE OF THERMOMETER IN 
BAROMETER, BAROMETER, THE SHADE. 
P NUMBER 
Mincten pe eo NG pt PLUVI 
= in Attached Attached 
Barometer.| Ther- | Barometer.| Ther- Max. Mr. 
| mometer. mometer. 
in | in r) in. ° ° ° 
ee Spe: 1872, N.N.E. oO 0.67 30.43 62 30.10 76 85 51 
November, ......... » |N.W.,N.N.W 2 0.66 30 58 30.16 6 76 30 
December, ......... na W.N.W. I 0.65 30.64 48 30.05 5 67 28 
SRMBEET 6 ccsscnsesss 1873,, N.W., N.E 4 -- 30.55 38 29.70 39 $7 25 
February, ......... ‘a N.W. 2 — 30.65 35 29.95 52 65 23 
ARSE erro » | NE, 8.2 ° _— 30.45 53 30.00 58 64 33 
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The instrument from which the above barometrical observations were taken is a Forrtry’s standard of ,', in. 
bore, No. 287. It is placed on board the Ngapuhi about 16 feet above the river level. 

The rise during the highest spring tides at this port is from 11 feet 6 inches to 12 feet. 

With the exception of a register of 30.73 inches in December 1871, the maximum height reached by the | 
mercury in the last quarter of any year since 1866 was attained in November and December 1872, viz. 30.64 inches. 
The maximum range of the thermometer in October 1872—85° F.—was the highest registered in the last quarter for 
many years. 

On the 3rd January 1873 the barometer fell to 29.70 inches. At this time a storm of unusual violence and 
which lasted four days, passed over the district. Many lives were lost, and very considerable damage was done to native 
vessels. 


In many respects the sanitary condition of the settlements and suburbs is constantly being improved. 
Drainage is gradually being made effective in spite of the obvious difficulties which hinder it. The level of 
the settlements must rise in course of time but the process is necessarily slow, and therefore there is still a 
long period to look forward to during which it will be desirable to have some system of flushing the sewers 
in order to supplement their very slight gradient. The Municipal Engineer believes that were floodgaves 


_ placed at the outlets, and water retained in the main channels at high water to be allowed to run out at low 


water, the result would be disappointing while at the same time the sewers themselves would probably suffer. 
It would seem therefore that the only plan is to obtain a head of water which being turned into the sewers 
at their highest pdint would be of sufficient strength to wash them out without being of sufficient volume 
to fill them, and thus to exert hurtful pressure upon their walls. Some device of this kind will no doubt be 
adopted whenever it shall be found possible to provide Shanghai with water-works. Pending this, there is 
little to suggest as regards drainage which is not already in progress or in contemplation. The system is being 
rapidly extended (in Hongkew) and is being improved in various parts of the settlements. It is very 
desirable that wherever it is possible the outlets of the drains should be carried beyond low-water mark, as 


. it is matter of daily observation that water coolies fill their ‘buckets impartially at all states of the tide, and 


as frequently as not, take their supply of water out sd the drain mouths. 
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With exceptions so trivial as to be unworthy of notice, the entire water supply of the settlements is 
derived from the river, the Soochow Creek and the Yang-king pang. Having regard to the carelessness of 
the coolies, as just noticed, the only reason why the residents generally, escape the usual effects of drain- — 
polluted water is that little if any nightsoil finds its way into the sewers. But a vast amount of putrefying 
organic matter is necessarily washed into them by every heavy shower of rain. Of this fact anybody may 
assure himself by visiting at any hour of the day the alleys of one of the native quarters, such as that which 
lies bétween the north ends of the Kiangse and Szechuen Roads. There is therefore very considerable organic 
pollution of the water supply, although fortunately the most dangerous element is for the most part absent. 
I have observed that even from the junks lying off the city, nightsoil is collected, probably imperfectly 
but still to such an extent as to limit materially fecal contamination of the river water from this suspicious 
gource.* From foreign ships in the river, however, all the human excreta are thrown into the water. An 
epidemic of dysentery, typhoid fever or diarrhea among the shipping would therefore quickly tell upon the 
quality of the water supply. It is true that were even such water carefully precipitated, then filtered, 
subsequently boiled and finally refiltered through charcoal, there would be no danger to be apprehended 
from its use for drinking or culinary purposes. But it is practically impossible to secure such an amount of 
precaution, and in spite of the most careful efforts we frequently drink water merely precipitated with alum, 
and filtered sufficiently to remove visible impurities. This amounts to saying that we drink the river water in 
the same condition, so far as its most important impurities go, as that in which it is first collected. Insidious 
as the effects of using such water may be, they are none the less appreciable after the lapse of time. It 
is not improbable that, specific disease apart, the impurity of the water supply has as much to do with the 
nameless * seediness” which commonly prevails in Shanghai as have sun, malaria, and the often imprudent 
habits of living. But it is only during an epidemic, and especially during an epidemic among the shipping, 
that we should reasonably expect sudden, violent and easily traceable effects from the use of the river water. 
The transmission of disease by means of water forms the text of so many official reports and minute disquisi- 
tions at the hands of the recognised authorities upon the subject, and these writings are so generally known, 
that here it is only necessary to state that cholera, diarrhwa, dysentery, typhoid, and probably other diseases 
—but certainly these—are propagated among the healthy by means of water contaminated by the evacuations 
of sufferers.t Two points are important—that dilution is no measure of safety, for it is of the essence of 
organic germs, even when most sparsely diffused, to multiply indefinitely, and that the greater or less severity 
of a disease depends not upon the contagium but upon the soil in which it is planted. Hence the most highly 
diluted evacuations from the mildest conceivable case of typhoid fever or of the other diseases enumerated 
are as likely to give rise to the severest forms as to the mildest, should the germs they contain be transferred 
to a suitable soil. These considerations, although not then set forth at large, suggested the recommendation 
made a year ago in the Report on the Health of Shanghai (page 81) that masters of vessels should be 
compelled to send their men on shore as soon as symptoms of serious bowel derangement appear. It 


* Everybody has seen Professor FRANKLAND’s analysis of Shanghai water and his comparison of it with water from 
various sources in Great Britain. I have every reason to believe *hat from some cause the water as it reached the laboratory 
was not in the same condition as when it left Shanghai. Be that as it may, the figures given by Professor FrankLaNp under 
the different heads of his tabular statement have never been explained, and must therefore be unintelligible to those who are 
_ unacquainted with the processes of water analysis. In estimating the “Sewagb or Animal Contamination,” average London 
“sewage is taken as the standard. Every 10,000 parts of London sewage contains on an average one part of nitrogen in the 
form of nitrates and nitrites. Thus if a specimen of water were to contain one part of nitrogen in 100,000, it would be as 
though it were contaminated with ;5 of its weight of average London sewage. Hence to discover the “ Previous Sewage Con- 
tamination”, as referred to the London sewage standard, the weight of nitrogen present in 100,000 parts of water is multiplied 
by 10,000. 


+ sinetbanien denies constantly affecting a community or returning periodically at certain times of the year, is far 
“ more likely to be produced by bad water than by any other cause. A very sudden and localised outbreak of either typhoid 
“fever or cholera is almost certainly owing to the introduction of the poison by water.” Parkes :—Practical Hygiene, 
“ist Ed., p. 63. 
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should be made lawful for all ships to be visited at uncertain times for the purpose of discovering evasions 
of the rule, and there should be a consular regulation under which such evasions might be punished. Any 


number of patients. supplied by the vessels in port could be. well and econpmically accommodated on shore, 


to the vast benefit of the sick who, while attended by the same physicians who would otherwise attend them 
on board, would be placed under greatly improved conditions as regards air and food. At the same time 
one source of danger to the health of the community would be stopped up. But inasmuch as precautions 
of this kind are nevef so successful as it is hoped they will turn out, they should be adopted merely as 
temporary expedients. A pure water supply is now our most pressing need from a sanitary point of view. 
Unluckily the slight interest which the discussion of various schemes for providing it seemed to have excited 
a few months ago, has quite died away. 

The excellence of the roads surrounding the settlements, and the ease with which trips into the country 
are organised, render open air exercise on both a large and a small scale available for all sections of the com- 


‘munity, female as well as male, children as well as adults. Full advantage is taken of these means of health, 


and all kinds of athletic exercises are practised to a greater or less extent by the majority of male adult 
foreigners. The rules of living, as I have before pointed out, though far from stringent, are yet not 
notoriously lax, yet there is hardly an individual among the foreign community who has not after a longer 
or shorter interval, but never a very long one, some residuum of undefinable seediness which disappears only 
after a change of climate. This residuum may not materially affect health in the present or seriously thréaten 
it in the future, but it exists, and if it has no other effect. it temporarily depresses bodily and consequently 
mental energy, or in other words diminishes the capacity for work. The majority of men in responsible 
positions work harder in Shanghai than they do in English cities, while the incidental means of relaxation 
and amusement are fewer and of a kind not so well calculated to relieve the daily strain. Hence, especially 
since of late longer residence than was before contemplated has become the rule, a summer excursion should 


' enter whenever possible into the annual programme. An occasional resort to Chefoo or some similar watering- 


place will therefore for the future be rightly considered a necessity by those Shanghai residents who can 
afford to enjoy it. 

However satisfactory the increasing value of land within the foreign limits must be to property 
owners, the rapid crowding of the settlements with native houses cannot but affect the sanitary condition. 
It must be allowed that such houses as have recently been erected are far better than those of older date ; 
the subjacent ground is filled in and cannot furnish room for the pits of decomposing refuse which 
formerly underlay almost all the Chinese houses in the place.* The foundations are higher and there is 
therefore less danger of the lower floors being overflowed from the surface draivs. These are important 
improvements, but the mere aggregation of houses inhabited by Chinese in the neighbourhood of foreigners 
promises badly for the health and comtort of the latter in coming years. That the process of native house 
building will nevertheless continue with increasing rapidity there can be little doubt, and the solution of the 
difficulty, so far as foreigners are concerned, will eventually be that while the settlement will still of necessity 
contain all the offices and places of public resort, private residences will spring up in far larger numbers 
than at present on the outlying roads, and everybody who is not forced to live in town will move to the 
country. Should a railway be run to Wusung, an attempt will certainly be made to raise land there 
sufficiently for the erection of villas. I can imagine no permanent alteration in the conditions of residence 
here likely to be so beneficial to the health of the community as the opportunity which would thus be 


‘afforded of enjoying all through summer a lower temperature than prevails in Shanghai, together with the 


invigorating breezes which, with much of the freshness of the sea upon them, are seldom unfelt at Wusung. 


* The condition of London in the time of Erasmus is thus described:—“ The streets are generally covered with clay 
“and rushes which sometimes remain undisturbed for twenty yéars, concealing a mass of filth not fit to mention, and exhaling 
“a vapour not wholesome for the human body. The floors of the houses. generally are made of loam strewed with rushes 


“ constantly put on fresh without disturbing the old, tying ‘hese tm ncene cnees for years, concealing fish bones, broken victuals 
“and other filth, and impregnated with the urine of dogs and men.” 
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During the half year there were, as I gather from the Burial returns and the General Hospital records, 
50 burigls, distributed as follows through the months :— 
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‘There may perhaps have been a few more, as the records of the Catholic Cemeteries are not very 
easily got at. The table calls for little remark. The amount of brain disease encountered in Shanghai has 
lately assumed formidable proportions and threatens to rival in importance the diseases of the circulatory 
system to which public attention has been powerfully attracted. Of the aneurisms, that fatal in October 
was brachio-cephalic in a man aged 35; that fatal in December was abdominal aortic in a man aged 33. 
Both those which caused death in January were abdominal aortic, one in a man aged 30, the other in a 
woman of the same age. The seat of the tumour in the case fatal in March is not mentioned. Dysentery 
appears within the last two years to have become less frequent and less fatal, but typhoid fever is rising into 
importance, and hepatic abscess, often doubtless secondary to dysentery, is not uncommog, ‘The register of 
the General Hospital shews 4 admissions for typhoid during the 6 months; 11 for malarial fevers; 9 for 
dysentery ; 6 for phthisis; 5 for heart disease; 4 for congestion and inflammation of the liver; 2 for 
suppurative hepatitis; 4 for small pox; 1 for sunstroke (in October); 1 for typhus ; 3 for aneurism, and 19 for 
various venereal affections not including gonorrhoea and its sequela. The last item in the list certainly 
calls for some action at the hands either of the Municipal Councils or of the Governments whose men-of-war 
frequent the port. The total number of admissions of Europeans to the General Hospital for the period 
under review was 162, out of which 24 died, as in the annexed table :— 


Causes oF DeatuH 1x Genera HosPitaAL AMONG EUROPEANS DURING THE SIX- MONTHS. 


Epilepsy,............ 1death § Aneurism, ......... 3. deaths §Phthisis,........ ... 2 deaths 
Abscess of Liver,.. 2 ,, Tuberculosis, ...... a Typhoid,........ PST Eee 
Brain Disease,...... 2 Bronchitis, ......... 2 Heart Disease, oe 
Exhaustion, ... een Urea, o..s000005 has Small-pox, ......... ae 


One Malay died of ‘dieniies: One man admitted on the 13th March with abscess of the liver died 
on the 1st June. This death does not appear in the above list. 


* Deaths occurred in General Hospital. + Infant aged 11 months. { Infant aged 4 months. § Fire at the Kiang-nan 
Arsenal. | Carrige accident. 
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The health of the Customs staff was fairly good during the six months. One gentleman attached to 
the in-door staff suffered severely from acute rheumatism in the month of October. On the third day there 
was extreme. precordial distress, while the first sound of the heart was replaced by a prolonged soft bruit. 
The temperature ranged between 102° and 105° F. Constantly renewed sinapisms to the chest with 
5 minim doses of the pharmacopeial tincture of aconite in combination with large doses of the iodide and 
bicarbonate of potash every three hours, produced a rapid amelioration of the cardiac symptoms. On the 
eighth day, the heart sounds having become normal, but all the large joints being still affected, a simple 
alkaline treatment was adopted, and by the twelfth day convalescence was established.. Among the out-door 
stalf, there were under treatment 2 cases of contusion, 2 of bronchitis, 1 of angioleucitis, 1 of severe 
bronchial catarrh, 1 of rubeola, 1 of intermittent fever, 1 of varicella, and one of specific sore throat, the 
sufferer from which has since been allowed to retire from the service with completely broken down health. 
Tam glad to be able to state that with this exception and that of a few trivial and fugitive cases, venereal 
disease, was unrepresented among the members of the Customs staff, all absences from duty being accounted 
for by causes completely out of the control of the officers. Among the English police there were 3 cases 
of small-pox (one fatal ), 3 cases of bubo, 2 of febricula, and 1 case each of fever, neuralgia, anasarca, 
heembrrhoids, dyspepsia, rheumatism, catarrh, impetigo and syphilis. Among the French police there 
were recorded 5 cases of bronchitis, 7 of gastric disturbance, 2 of epilepsy, 2 of rheumatism, 1 of brachio- 
cephalic aneurism (fatal), 1 of osteitis, 1 of intermittent fever, 1 of hepatitis and 1 of abscess. I abstain 
from the attempt to draw any numerical deductions from the statistics I have here brought together. 
The numbers are in fact so small that general conclusions of a reliable character cannet be made from them. 

It may however be said with confidence that the risk to life is not inordinately great in Shanghai, 
and that in many respects health prospects here compare favourably with those enjoyed at other places in 
the east. We have no periodical epidemic such as those of typhus and small-pox which visit Yokohama in 
spring and winter respectively. Nor is the climate so fatal to child life as that of India;* indeed in some 
respects children in Shanghai would seem to be more favourably situated than children in Europe.t But 
two infants died during the winter six months, and this mortality must be regarded as extremely small when 
it is considered that the number of European children is very large in proportion to the adult population, 
and that there is a yearly increasing number of families whose circumstances are not such as to place every 
luxury or even every necessary within their reach. The children at the Eurasian school are conveniently 


* A Calentta correspondent of the Pall Mall Gazette writes as follows in a recent number of that paper:—* The most 
“ painful feature of British rule in India is the sacrifice of English children which it yearly involves. Some startling statistics 
“have lately been published which show that in 1871 out of 11,000 soldier’s children in India 40 per thousand were ill every 
“day throughout the year, and that upwards of 70 per thousand died. It is stated that one-third of the whole number of 
“ European children in India die under six months old; that $5 per cent perish before they reach two years, and that out of 100 
“infants born only 11 attain maturity, The popular idea of Anglo-Indian life is that of an armed adult community which 
m ~ eee and rules over a conquered empire, and trades in its principal cities. As a matter of fact the first thing that strikes 
‘a stranger is the absence of English child-life. On the other hand the most prominent feature in an Indian graveyard is the 
“ number of children’s graves. The little mounds cluster thickest and out of all proportion to the ratio of children to adults in 
“the barracks or in civil life. The burden of Indian existence falls with its most cruel weight upon the young. The human 
“ suffering and loss of English life which the Indian Empire really costs Great Britain, takes place not in the trenches nor on 
“any battle field, but upon the white cots of English children where every day hundreds of poor little souls lie tossing with 
“fever. An adult soldier represents too much money to allow of his being subjected to any avoidable risk, and his life is 
Rocnespruseses on strictly financial grounds. But it is impossible to enter an Indian graveyard which forms so essentially one of 
‘our insignia of Empire without thinking of the curse on the rebuilder of Jericho:—‘ He shall lay the foundation thereof in 
« ‘his first born, and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it’”’. 


+ In Manchester one ‘infant in § dies during the first year of life, and one half of all infants born are dead soon after 
their fifth year. In Berlin one infant in 3 dies during the first year of life, and one half of all born are dead in 2% years. 
One third of all the deaths at all ages in Berlin occur during the first year. “The death-rate is heaviest in summer, and, just as 
iri Shanghai, August proves the most fatal month. The average mortality is also higher for August than for any other month 
in the cities of New York and Chicago. 
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grouped for observation, and it may be presumed that they inherit a full share of whatever tendency to 
climatic disease attaches to foreigners rather than to natives. During the period under review there were 
16 boarders in the school, but with the exception of an epidemic of mreisles which prevailed between the 4th 
of March and the 18th of April there was no case of illness worth mentioning. During that epidemic 13 out of 
the 16 children contracted the disease. In all it ran a most favourable course, and in no instance were there 

y sequel, This was due to the sedulous care with which the convalescents were kept within doors and 
in slightly darkened rooms so long as any risk was to be apprehended from cold or glare. During March 
and April several cases of measles occurred also in private practice among foreign children. Neither the 
epidemic at the school, nor the disease which I met in private practice was the so called “‘ Chinese measles.” 
In every case there was marked fever accompanied by catarrhal inflammation of the ocular and respiratory 
mucous membranes. On the fourth day the characteristic eruption appeared with rather an increase of 
pyrexia, and by the ninth or tenth day convalescence was established. Measles of this type is of fuir, 
average severity, and differs in no respect from the disease as seen in Europe. I have never seen scarlet 
fever in China. Only one case of diphtheria has ever been observed in Shanghai.* Hooping cough which 
has appeared only within the last. few years, is usually of a mild type, and I know of no sequel after any 
of the cases which have occurred here. | : 

These special facts and general considerations make it evident that the heavy extra rate of premium 
charged by Life Insurance Offices for residence in Shanghai is out of proportion to the risk involved, but as 
the companies before lowering their rates will probably demand thoroughly vouched for statistics, and as, for 
many reasons, such statistics are all but impossible to be obtained in Shanghai, there seems no immediate 
prospect of relief to life policy holders. . So many contingencies arise to complicate the statistics obtained in 
tropical and subtropical climates that there is little chance of safely working out averages. Hence, as 
the basis for a tentative assessment of risk in China, the experience of the medical practitioners at the 
various ports is all that is available. But every year brings an increasing contingent of Europeans to the 
east, and therefore the assurable value of life as affected by climate is constantly becoming more important 
for insurance compdnies as well as for individual residents in these countries. It is for the companies 
interested to consider whether in view of the large amount of business from which their prohibitive rates 
shut them out, it would not be worth their while to collect the results of medical experience, and act upon 
them even although they should supply nothing at all approaching the certainty of the Carlisle mortality 
tables. 

Mr. Penro.p has been good enough to supply me with a return of all the deaths among natives in 
the English and American Settlements which came to the knowledge of the police during the winter six 
_paonths. As I have in previous reports given the fantastic nomenclature of disease which is adopted by the 
Chinese, and as the return is utterly valueless for the purpose of classifying the causes of death among 
natives, and even for estimating the death-rate, which must be far higher than would appear from it, I will 
not occupy space by reproducing it. The total of deaths reported is 84, while the population of the two 
settlements is at least 70,000. This would represent a mortality of 2.4 per thousand per annum, a state of 
things so enviable as to stamp as worthless the documents which represent it. 

It appears from the last reportt furnished to the Municipal Council by tbe Inspector of markets that 
rinderpest prevailed in Shanghai during the entire half year with the exception of March. In January it 
was especially virulent. There is urgent need for the establishment of a public abattoir under municipal 
supervision, but the scheme for its establishment has followed into forgetfulness those for the lock hospital 
and for water-works. At page 50 of the report just cited Mr. Kree states :— 

In the early part of December, rinderpest seemed to have ceased, but about the middle of the month more 
cases occurred, and a milkman at Pahsienjao lost five milch buffaloes out of his herd of nine. Numbers of good cattle 


_ began to arrive from Tanyang, and the sheds assumed the accustomed appearance of former years. Towards the end of 
the month rinderpest again became prevalent, and. numbers of cattle died. I am of opinion that these cattle were 


* Municipal Council of Shanghai,—Report for the year ended 37st March 18737; page 58. + Ibid; pp. 46-50, 
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healthy when they arrived at the sheds at Pahsienjao, but contracted the disease from the infected sheds. * * * 
In the early part of January rinderpest raged to a greater extent than perhaps during any part of the year, and continued 
until some of the sheds were empty. Very few cattle arrived from the country, the experience of the owners shewing 
them that they were almost certain to lose their cattle if they brought them to Pahsienjao. 


In this connexion, and with the probability of another outburst of cattle plague in the settlement, the 


following extract from a paper read before the meeting of the British Association in 1870 by Mr. Hore V. C. 
will prove of interest :— 


At an experimental farm belonging to a company in which I was interested pecuniarily and scientifically, 
rinderpest broke out in the summer of 1867 among a herd of 260 or 270 cows. I sent for Professor Brown from the 
Privy Council, who, after making his inspection, said he had found every symptom of rinderpest except one, and that 
was one of the later symptoms generally, although not invariably, preceding’ death, namely ulceration of the mouth. 
Next the dreaded ulcers appeared, and Professor Brown told me there was no means of cure known to science, that the 
disease was practically incurable, that in the present instance there was no sober, serious chance of saving a single animal 
out of the whole herd. At my particular request Professor Brown explained the progress of the disease, and the peculiar | 
difficulties to be encountered. 

Immediately afterwards I undertook the treatment of one-half of the animals. _I got all the quick-lime I could 
lay my hands on, with which I formed broad roadways all round the sheds, three or four inches in depth, and placed 
pyramids of it along the pathways in the sheds, and slaked it in situ, until all the animals were coughing and choking 
to an alarming extent. I then obtained the report of the Royal Commission on the Cattle Plague, and specially studied 
the experiments made by Mr. Crookes, F.R.S., which chimed in exactly with my own instincts, and his reasoning 
being logical and scientific he made a disciple of me at_once. I therefore telegraphed to Manchester for a barrel of 
genuine carbolic acid, and determined upon combining the two treatments of liquid diet for the purpose of guarding 

‘against the secondary symptoms, with what I might term the chemical treatment recommended by Mr. Crookes. The 
result was that, while every single animal that I did not take charge of either died or was slaughtered, I succeeded in 
saving every single animal that L did take charge of; and if you consider the very large scale on which my operations 
were conducted, the completeness and thoroughness with which the infection had been disseminated throughout the herd, 
and the fact that rinderpest is the most infectious of all disorders, whether among mankind or the animal creation, known 
to science, no one can, I think, doubt that the treatment suggested by Mr. Crooxes is a radical and complete specific 
against rinderpest. 

What I wish to call the attention of the section to is the fact that I saved the lives of those animals not by any 


medical treatment, properly so-called, of the animals themselves, but by an unremitting, ceaseless chemical onslaught on 
the germs of the disease. 


Without an extensive record of important cases, it is hopeless to attempt to make any general re- 
marks upon disease as it presents itself in China which should prove of value to practitioners who in 
consequence of their recent arrvial have not as yet acquired extensive personal experience. Yet were it 
possible for these periodical reports to supply this want their value would be vastly enhanced. It cannot 
be too widely known among the profession in China that every fully reported case which throws any light 
upon any obscure point of diagnosis or treatment will be welcome to these pages. Each practitioner's field 
of observation is, comparatively speaking, so small that it is only by combination that we shall be able after 
the lapse of a few years to find in these volumes a compendium of information regarding disease in China. 
“Many valuable records are lost to the public because the labour of elaborating a paper for a home medical 
journal appears too great. This difficulty disappears in the case of these reports, for, forthe present, the 
most useful service that can be rendered to the profession in China is to give bare records of observations. 

One subject which is very frequently brought under our notice is the use and abuse of alcoholic 
beverages. Upon this the combined experience of medical men at the ports might with advantage be given 
to the public. ~ Incidentally reference is frequently made to the evil effects of excess, but little has as yet 
been written regarding the value of alcohol, in the tarious forms of distilled spirits, wines and malt 
liquors, considered as food and as medicine. I do not refer to the.use of wine in continued fevers where it 
forms the largest part of the routine medication. Claude Barnarp has experimentally proved that the 
actions of alcohol in health are entirely different according as it is swallowed in a concentrated form or largely 


diluted with water. In the latter case it stimulates the mucous membrane of the stomach, and augments 
its secretion. Hence the appetising and peptic effect of a minute quantity of brandy much diluted with iced 
water taken shortly before eating in cases of atonic dyspepsia. On the other hand, when swallowed undiluted 
it completely arrests the secretion of the gastric mucous membrane, giving rise to a true inflammatory 
congestion. For this reason the popular cocktail is the most pernicious form in which alcoholic liquids can 
be taken, and hence also the epigastric pain, and the morning vomiting, first of volourless and watery matters, 
but subsequently, as the inflammation extends to the duodenum, of yellow or green fluid which so frequently 
come under our notice in practice. Unless warning be taken in time, the morning sickness extends itself 
‘through the day, and is excited by the mere appearance of food. The sufferer is only too likely to seek 
relief from drams, and thus add to the miechief, until at length organic disease declares its presence, and life 
is seriously imperilled, even if it is not altogether sacrificed. 

The connexion between dysentery and hepatic abscess deserves careful investigation. If it be true 
that abscesses following dysentery and other ulcerative affections of the intestinal canal are generally multiple, 
while those which result from a non-specific hepatitis are single, the advisability of operative interference in 
a given case will materially depend upon the previous history. GaLLARD and Mac.ean, who are the most 
recent writers upon hepatic abscess, profess themselves distinctly of opinion that evacuation by puncture 
gives. the patient the best chance of recovery.* This can obviously apply only to cases of single abscess. 

Of late years a very large number of cases of heart disease and aneurism have presented themselves 
among foreigners. in China, and practitioners have been much exercised to discover the causes of this 
unexpected frequency of degenerative changes in the circulatory system among men mostly in the prime of 
life. Especial interest therefore attaches to the recent investigations of Lancergzavx and Durozrez which 
seem to prove that there is a form of endocarditis followed by vegetations and distinctive changes affecting 
by preference the aortic valves, which is common among individuals subject to intermittent fever, and 
which bears a definite relation to malarial poisoning.t Eight cases are produced by Lancergavux to support 
this theory, but in two of them the previous occurrence of malarial poisoning was only inferred from the 
condition of the spleen. In all, the aortic valves were the seat of destructive changes, and in 2 cases 
aneurisms (presumably at or close to the valves, though this is not stated) were found. Dvroztez refers to 
47 cases in which valvular lesions were preceded by malarial fever. In 20 of these there had been no 
antecedent malady except intermittent fever. Of the 20, eleven were under 40 years of age. In a second 
series of 22 cases acute rheumatism had accompanied or succeeded the malarial fever. In 3 cases pneumonia, 
in one ease pleurisy and in one case small-pox had been superadded to the intermittent fever. Out of the 
first series of 20 cases, which is obviously the most important for our purpose, there was in 5 aortic valvular 
disease alone; in 3 cases the tricuspid and aortic valves, and in 3 cases the mitral and aortic valves were 
affected ; in one case the mitral valve had alone suffered, and in 7 cases there was mitral disease, aortic 
insufficiency being apparently of secondary importance. But it would seem that when life is long enough 
prolonged the mitral valve, and by preference the right segment, is always or almost alw ays attacked. The 
alteration consists, according to LANcEREgAUX, in a tumefaction of the tissue of the valves, and in the production 
of vegetations more or less voluminous, either free or covered by a fibrinous deposit. These vegetations are 
formed at the expense of the valvular connective tissue, “of little rounded embryonic elements, not tending 
“towards development, but destined inevitably to perish.” These elements, the author proceeds to state, 
rapidly undergo fatty degeneration, and the valves being no longer able to resist the column of blood, 
aneurisms, fissures, &c. are produced. Death generally occurs within a year from the first declaration of 
the cardiac symptoms, and is frequently the result of blood poisoning analogous to septicemia, the foreign 

* Lecons de Clinique Médicale par T. GaLtanp, Médecin de la Pitié; Paris 1872; p. t21. “A case of abscess of the liver 
de.” by Professor Mactzan C.B., in Lancet, vol. ii. of 1873; p. 39. 


+ “De Uendocardite végétante uleéreuse, et de ses rapports avec Vintoxication palustre,” par le Dr. E. Laxcereavx, in 
Archives Générales de Médecine, Juin 73; p. 672. See also a letter from Dr, Dunozimz in Archives Générales de Médecine, 
Juillet 1877; p. 121, 
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element in the blood being here derived from degenerated valve tissue. In other cases the fatal event is 
due to rupture of the valve or vessel, or to the presence of a polypoid growth. If these statements, coming 
with the authority of the great Fragch pathologist, are found to stand the test of experience in China where 
there is no lack of opportunity for the study of malarial disease and all its possible sequels, we shall at 
length find'some light thrown upon the causation of cardiac disease among the youthful members of the 


foreign communities at the ports. At all events, it will be well to follow out the clue thus afforded whether 


it should eventually prove to lead anywhere or nowhere, . 
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ASKETCH OF THE SITUATION IN 
CHINA. 


1861—1873. 
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In onr present issue, we publish a translation 
of a pamphlet sent us by some unknown friend 
in Europe by last French Muil, It is written 
in French, and bears the title: “ Apercu de la 
Situation en Chine 1861-1873”; is published in 
London by Messrs. Trubner & Co., and at 
Brussels and Leipsic, by C. Muqnardt, under 
the editorial care of Henry Merzbach, book- 
seller to the Court, and bears the imprint of 
King’s printer. We think that those of our 
readers who will carefully read the translation 
we give of it will, notwithstanding our imper- 
fect rendering of it, agree with us in thinking 
that it is oa worthy to have been ushered into 
the world under such resjectable auspices, The 
name of the author is not given;—indeed, the 
constant use of the impersonal “on” through- 


1 ont the discussion would seem to indicate that a 


studied effort has been made to conceal his in- 
dividuality. And yet, we think, there are in- 
ternal evidences to guide us to a somewhat pro- 


| bable conjecture as to its authorship. A certain 
} abstract tone that appears in some parts of the 


discussion, as well as a tendency here ani there 
to elaborate the argument into a rather fine-spun 
tissue of probabilities, zo to exclude the idea that 


| it is the work of any one actually engaged in com- 


mercial pursuits. Yet the accurate and detuil- 
ed knowledge of all the specialities of the for- 
eign relations of Chinu, and especially of the 
inner experiences of the diplomatic Legations at 
Peking, gives grounds for ascribing it to one 
who has himself been in China and at Peking ; 
while the mastery shown of the broadest views 
of the policy and interests of the Government 
and people of China, on the one hand, and of the 


traders, on the other, and the publication of 
this pamphlet at Brussels, guide us almost 
certainly to one who formerly filled a 
leading place in the diplomatic corps at 
the Chinese capital, from which he has 
now retired to his native land, and whose 


the broad and clear views, the carefulness 


jof statement and moderation yet frankness of 


tone displayed in the document now under notice. 

We can do no more, in the present notice, than 
give a succinot statement of the writer's stand- 
point and line of argument, in the hope that it 
may indue our reader’s to give the writer’s own 
exposition of his views that attentive perusal 
which they appear to us to so well deserve. 

The pamphlet opens with a statement of the 
hopes which the conclusion of the treaties, made 
by the Western powers with China in 1860 and 
subsequently, give rise to, that the intercourse 
of the two contracting parties would thencefor- 
ward be satisfactory. But those hopes have 
not been realised. The Chinese Government 
directly and indirectly shows a desire to :evert 
to its oli policy of isolation. Foreign mer- 
chants in all parts of China complain of the ob- 
structions offered by the authorities to their 
trade, and of the extent to which under official 
suggestion and assistance the trade is passing 
into the Chinese hanids;—the immediate ob- 
ject of the Government beiug to limit all inter- 
course to the single port of Shanghai; as a ste 
towards which the closing of Tientsin has al- 
ready been . The foreign merchants 
also complain that their diplomatic representa- 
tives at Peking have failed to protect and pro- 
mote their interests as they should have done. 
On the other hand a small minority may 
be found who maintain that the ions have 
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policy and interests of foreign Governments and 


famous letter on the settlement of the Tientsin | 
Massacre had many points of resemblance with) 


@ ded in staving off every concession 
uence demanded from them, But 
it is a hopeful fact, that wherever the Chinese 
people have had opportunities of free and fre- 
quent intercourse with foreigners, the most 
friendly relations have sprung up. The catas- 
trophe of Tientsin is no proof to the contrary, 
for the perpetrators of it were strangers to 
foreigners, and they were officially instigated. 

The antipathy of the Chinese Government to 
foreigners is not sufficiently accounted for by 
the pressure of the literati, thongh that has 
doubtless, some influence. Patriotic pride and 
the doctrine of Féng-shui have also little prac- 
tical influence, and are used chiefly as mere pre- 
texts. ‘I'he late Tseng-kwo-fan, in a memorial 
to the Emperor, admits that the Chinese care for 
nothing but material prosperity and for progeny 
to render them posthumous attentions; and as- 
cribes their antipathy to foreigners solely to the 
fear lest foreigners aboald deprive them of either 
or both of these. And other memorialists have 
adopted the same line of remark. How op- 
posed are these professions of the mandarins of 
their concern for the welfare of the people to 
their practice in office! How different the state 
of things under their rule from what it would he 
under an enlightened and honest administration ! 
The senseless non possumus with which the 
Chinese Government meets every demand by 
foreigners for new concessions depends on this 
formula: “ If you force us to concede these things 
you will weaken and lower us in the eyes of our 
peoples.” But surely the analogous experience 
of the past 12 years have given them of the effect 
of such foreign methods and inventions as they - 
have adopted, lends to an exactly oposite con- 
clusion. 

But foreign Governments are also to blame 
for the failure of the hopes to which the treaty 
gave rise. For instead of adhering to the 
sound and fundamental principles ou which 
treaties of 1860 were base, they have adopted a 
policy of mere expediency. The civil war in 
America, the Franco-German war, and the 
mischances of France and America in Corea, 
no doubt weakened the foreign position, but the 
real cause of the present unsatisfactory state of 
things has been the abandonment of the treaty 
basis of 1860. In view of the revision of the 
treaties in 1869, one foreign Minister gave utter- 
ance to the maxim that the sole foundation of 
our rights in China were the stipulations of the 
treaties. A serious error ;—from which the Chi- 
nese promptly deduced the corollary that we 
were entitled to demand nothing but what 
was found in the letter of the treaties. 
Whereas Great Britain and France made war 
for the express purpose of enforcing on China 
rights which they possessed inherently and prior 
to all treati-s. ‘The maxim of this Minister is 
equivulent to the doctrine of the Greeks and 
Romans in regard to the ekspondoi—that they 
had no obligations towards any nation, except 
such as they had made treaties with ;—and, in 
fact, reduces itself to what had been the doctrine 
and practice of the Chinese towards other na- 
tions before the war. In the treaties of 1860 
the principle on which they were based—the 
right of foreign nations to intercourse with 
China—was explicitly stated, and Lord Elgin’s 


letter announcing the conclusion of rar on 


states this still more plainly. The restric —__—— “ 


clauses introduced into the treaties were mere 
temporary and considerate concessions to the 
difficulties of the Chinese Government at the 
conclusion of the war. 


Yet in the dealings of the foreign representa- 
tives with the Chinese Government they 
have been latterly allowed not only to refuse 
everything not found in the letter of the treaties, 
but also to claim the exclusive right of interpre- 
ting what the language of the treaties means, 
The consequence will be that when the treaties 
come tw be revised the Chinese will refuse to 
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man's words, to ‘pooh 
the second complaint, had been 
matter in a very serious | 


his return, I was not only 
and benumbed by the weight of 
misfortune that had befallen ime. 
oot. I returned at the answer. Avother, Cautiously 
a sleek head, decorated 

th feathers and embroidery. 
glance around, and the body that belonged 


master!’ said Ching, in a low impressive 
whisper, like the hiss of a snake. ‘Master no worry 
self—Ching make a!! right one piecey bit soon,’ — 


(Bnd of II Part.) 


money had been 
contents most care 
rence and these mar 


It was evident, then, that dishonesty was to be fairl 


counted in the 


which was, in fact, a de 
hour of the day or night, before and after business 
hours. Asa thief there was, and as he must evidently 
be sought for among the six, by the exhaustive pro- | 
cess mine was designated as the guil 
could suspect the prim, prigzish ol 
was established by half a century of 
rigid method, Mr Pashley lived far 
away, and was rich, and a fat, foolish young man, 
whose straw-coloured hair and protrading blue eyes 
were a good index to his vacuous character. Vaughan 
end Chariton, both men of unblemished repute, had 
been actually out of Shanghai at the period of these 
mysterious robberies. Manifestly, a scapegoat was 
needed, and there was I to serve the purpose. 

Further proof was not lacking. A marked piece of 
money, a gold moidore, was produced, which I declared 
to have paid in satisfaction of my losses at cards, at a 
whist-table at the Russian consul’s. 
were exhibited, also marked, one of which I was taxed 
with having changed at Pogram’s the American haber- 
dasher’s store, while the otifer I had paid away to a 
Chinese dealer in soap and other articles for the toilet. 
I could not deny that | had fost oneof these at M. 
Imgethoffs, or that I had paid-away the other two, or 
at least two similar coins, at the shops indicated. But 
what of that?) My last instalment of salary had been 
paid chiefly in Portuguese gold, obtained from the 
th which we maintained a 
coasting-trade. The books bore me out in this state- 
ment, and so did the money of the old cashier, who 
gave his evidence with perfect impartiality. But as to 
the private mark on the coins—three small crosses, I 
could say nothing ; while it appeared that after I left 
the whist-party at the Russian consulate, these my- 
sterious three crosses had been observed, though whe- 
ther by the wiuner, or by Julian Lake, who was 
acciientally an eye-witness of their discovery, was not 
At anyrate, the marks had been noticed, 
ean made the subject of public comment. 

Mr Barnet’s grief and anxiety, when these damning 
circumstances gradually forced themselves on his 
unwilling mind, were only equalled by his anger. It 
was not the first time that a breach of trust of some 
such kind had been detected and punished. China is 
nn expensive place of residence, and a young man with 
a good deal of spare time is not unlikely to contract 
costly habits there, and through drink, high play, and 
debt, to be tempted step by step into the slippery pit of 
dishonesty and destruction. Clerks of ours had more 
than once taken to evil courses and been brought to ulti- 
mate disgrace. But what the principal could have borne 
philosophically at a stranger's hands, was unendurable 
when the person implicated was his near kinsman, and 
the affinnced husband of his only child; and hence, 
instend of seeking an explanation with myself, he had 
oourted publicity in his wrathfal resolution that severe 
justice should be done, when the offender was his own 
nephew and destined son-in law. 


What wasl todo? What, that is, beyond what any 
wrongfully accused man would in 
But, alas! denial is not disproval. 
that I was wholly free from blame in the mattér; and 
as I spoke, though I got a patient hearing, I could see 
that I failed in convincing the more thoughtful and 
auditors. The young men were on my 
ard, in their uncouth way, to express 
their good-natured aympathy; but I felt that this 
partisanship of theirs sprang not from the head, but 
sae ad — = was Redegee ray in an intelli 

nt of view. 6 sen were sceptical, pol 
attentive to my words, but col seemed Sa 
that I should perform the proverbially difficult feat of 
proving « negative; until which oit should be| ; 
accom; lished, appearances were aga | 
And them at last my uncle, with tears in his eyes, but 
firm in his bull-headed conviction 
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SKETCH OF THE SITUATION IN CHINA. 


(Translated from the French.) 


It is now about a dozen years since the United 
States of America, France, Great Britain and Rus- 
sia, concluded treaties with China, and it was then 
believed that by means of them, satisfactory condi- 
tions had been established to secure a permanent un- 
derstanding as to the commercial and political rela- 
should for the future be considered as 

matter of right between the Chinese Government 

and the contracting powers. 

Since then, other European nations—Austria, 
Belgium, Spain, Italy, the Low Countries and 
_ Prussia, now representing almostall Germany,—have | 
, made similar conventions with China, so that, from 
int of view, one might say that 
between all the principal countries in the world 
-and China, the best understanding ought to subsist 
in their mutial relations on all possible questions. 

Yet to-day public opinion is almost unanimous 
in declaring that the attitude of China towards other 

wers is far from realising the hope which had 

n entertained in makin 
“ The Middle Kingdom,” and even that the mode 
of action of the Chinese Government leaves much 
to certain questions which 
ve been entirely set at rest by’ 
other nations. 
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There is a even a somewhxt widesp 
sion that the Chinese Government, ins 
ing in the family of nations the place which has 
' been accorded to it in the treaties as a right, seeks 
-anew to isolate itself, and waits only a favorable 
unction to rid itself of international obiigations 
privileges, and to force all the subjects of the 
wers, except those employed in its service, 
some day or other to leave Chinese territory. 
even hears it said that it would not be sorry to re- 
diplomatic Legations at 
Peking. In all. probability that apprehension is 
ised, but one can scarce 
the situation in China without 


lieve itself of the forei 


not yet near bein 
form an estimate 
giving ita certain de 
sible that it may owe its existence only to the agi- 
tation sedulously kept up by the class of literati, 
who put in circulation from time to time alarming 
rumours of a kind fitted to accustom the people to 
believe that the departure of foreigners is possible, 
and with the object of making the latter un-asy as 
to the stability of their position in this country. 
If the Chinese Government is not altogether res- 
ponsible and abetting, it takes no measures to pre- 
vent these manwuvres of the exclusive party and 
thus the apprehension we refer to finds itself in 
some sense justified. 

There must also be noted as an element of the 
situation the existence of a general discontent 
merchants in China, who com- 
plain that the Chinese authorities endeavour 
their trade wherever they can, 
and resist the development which 
attain in virtue of the treaties. The rumour 


case have done? 
could but persist 


experience! of m 
side, and tried 4 
among the foreign 


it might 


from them, for the Chinese, 
of the Government and 
officials, have organised a 


Peking has diverted its 


to hope, we are, accordin 


: 


convey goods in all directions, and 
important mart of Tientsin ; more 
boast that a few years hence no ship belongi 
foreigners will navigate either the Peiho o¢ the 
Yangtsekiang. The closing of the port of Tien- 
tsin has already been seriously proposed — 
the foreign officials, under the pretext that the 
interests of their nationals there had diminished to 
such an extent that they could not be injured b 
such a step. The blow which this measure wo 
have given to the — of the Legation at 
ization for the moment, 
but the Chinese Government has not abandoned its 
original idea of demanding the closing of the 
Peiho to foreign trade, when the merchants, dis- 
couraged by the utter failure of business, will see 
themselves forced to withdraw from it. 
Throughout the whole of China the foreign mer- 
chants also complain that the diplomatic Legations 
at Peking, established chiefly for the protection of 
trade, are careless about it, and neglect their in- 
terests. Here there is, perhaps, some exaggera- 
tion ; although the merchants in general are suffi- 
ciently sensible to allow themselves to be influenced 
only b considerations which must have been ex- 
hibited with great force to produce such a senti- 
ment in their minds. Be that as it may, itisa 
fact that everywhere in commercial circles in China 
there is a distrust of the Chinese Government and 
a want of confidence in the diplomatic Legations, 
because the latter are thought not to have done 
their best to protect the merchants. 
The conclusion to be drawn, therefore, is that, 
instead of being satisfied with the progress made 
with the Chinese Government during the twelve 
years which have just elapsed, as one had a right 
to some, with reference 
to that Government in the same position as we 
were in at the time of the signing of the treaties, 
and, according to others, we have entered on @& 
period of decadence during which foreign Govern- 
ments have suffered in their prestige, and have 
even lost ground, so fer as influence is concerned, 
in their relations with the Cabinet at Peking. 


Others maintain that the situation is better in 
reality than it is in appearance, 


the progress may be 


towards them. 


treated it rudely and 
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on record some 
ion and 


little obvious, 
the opinion of these latter has a certain air 
of truth about it which, nevertheless, 
only a tew adherents. In support of their opinion 
they say, and that with much reason, that the dip- 
lomatic Legations found themselves in a 
once new and unusual, and that it is very 
judge them according to ordinary circumstances; 
that they have now got the length of understandin 
atter the experience of a dozen years, all the difficul- 
ty of dealing with Chinese statesmen, that they 
have also during that time acquired a conviction of 
their powerlessness to lead them in the right wa 
by their mere reasonings—a conviction which wi 
conduct them to a sense of the absolute necessity 
of changing for the future their manner of acting 


They add further that the diplomatic Legations 
by their presence at the central seat of power have 
very often embarrased the Chinese Government by 
preventing them from opposing too openly the ex- 
tension of foreign influence in places open to com- 
merce, and that in this way they have exercised a 
truly healthful influence. Further, that the Ministers 
plenipotentiary have shown such patience that 
the Chinese Government 
pretext accuse the other powers of having 
inconsiderately. They 
add that the moral influence 


All this is true, but one woutd have preferred to 


see the archives of the di ic Secretariats 


4 matters, have given it occasion to exercise all 
the intelligence of which it is capable, and to Jndge 
by experience what success it may promise itsel! 
in the future for its exclusive policy. 

The Audience lately granted by the Emperor of 
China to the Ministers plenipotentiary promised to 
he of the highest importance when it should have 
been made known to the people, even if it did not 
also improve the Situation. The cold formalities 
ich were observed at it have only furnished 

s of the small desire the Chinese Government 

eels to enter upon cordial relations with the other 
sovereigns, whose representatives it has had an 
— of Comey | for so many years. 

ne is also able to form an idea from the official 
correspondence how the Chinese Government re- 
gards the other Powers. It has so profited by its 
apprenticeship in international diplomacy that it 
has gone so far as to undertake to enlighten its in- 
voluntary teachers. When passing in review the 
diplomatic transactions of the past 10 years, the 
statesmen of China may well congratulate them- 
selves that they have conceded nothing of impor- 
tance to the representations made by the plenipo- 
tentiaries, with the view of giving full effect to the 
spirit of their treaties. 

If, on the other hand, we turn our attention to 
the Chinese people, we shall see that a great im- 
ptovement has taken place in the relations of the 
natives with the subjects of the other Powers with 
whom they have had occasion to have frequent in- 
tercourse. This fact is of the last impor- 
tance in forming a judgment on the Situation 
in China, for it follows that if these mutual 


Felations could only be extended, the whole 
Chinese people would not hesitate long 
to follow these examples of cordiality, to 


live in good friendship with -the other inhabitants 
of the world, and to adopt some part of their ideas. 
The Chinese who have had an opportunity of liv- 
ing at peace with foreigners, are now accustomed to 
see and to employ with satisfaction and_ profit 
steamboats, the telegraph, industrial machines, gas- 
light, and other products of Western intelligence, 
ad it would be impossible to convince them of the 
superiority of their ancient so-called civilization, in 
which all these useful inventions find no place, and 
to cause them willingly to give them up. The re- 
sult is that that portion of the Chinese people who 
have experience of foreigners, pursue towards 
Other nations a totally different course from that 
an ism in which their Government constantly 
persists. But this ought rather to be attributed to the 
erlessness of the Government to compel its sub- 
to follow it, contrary to their convictions, in its 
exclusive ideas, than to. its desire to leave 
them to do as they please. In fact, its inaction in 
this respect is caused by its desire not to show it- 
self in open opposition to the foreigners in the 
rts of trade where its treaty obligations are 
own; for in the interior of China, where there is 
no reason to be afraid to appear inconsistent with 
its treaties, where the people do not understand 
the reasonings necessary to teach them the truth, 
the Chinese authorities do not conceal from their 
subjects the hatred which they feel, and which they 
do not cease to foster by calumnious publications. 
The mutual intercourse of the Chinese with the 
other nations of the world is the hope and the key 
of the future situation in China; we cannot labour 
too earnestly to pvomote it, and to cause the Chi- 
nese Government to understand that it is its great- 
est interest, in order to avoid for the future all dis. 
agreement with other nations, to take measures that 
its le may become acquainted with them, with as 
elay as possible. 

The more Western foreigners are introduced into 
the Empire, the more easy will it become to establish 
friendly relations between them and the rest of the 
world, and the Chinese diplomacy of the future will 
be greatly indebted to the kindly relations which will 
for a long time have existed at the open ports. No 
doubt, difficulties will arise, as they arise every 
where, when different races meet, but, with the ex- 
ae which has been gained, ove can well believe 

the Chinese are not the people who have an 
reason to fear of losing by it, the general ad- 
vantages of international intercourse are so univer- 
a recognized that the consequent inconveniences 


be almost nothing in comparison with those 
ral advantages. "he routes traversed by trade 
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to believe, ri a aghoe ye. i that the 

dd iron in ied Yh me 
to compass the destruction of the race. If 
the populace of Tientsin had been able to learn by 
‘sufficient experience the charitable work against 
which they were so foolishly excited by in 

and evil-disposed persons, t would never have 
committed tarbarities which were the natural 
result of their ignorance. 

This is not the apa to discuss exhaustively the 
possible or probable reasons of the an ism of 
the Chinese Government towards foreigners—an 
antagonism which has produced so many disap- 
pointments, discontents and apprehensions. Perha 
there have been exaggerated and impressed on the 
conscience of the Government the threats and the 
designs of the anti-foreign party, forming a verit- 
able imperium in imperio, but that party would 
never have a chance of success inst the stead- 
fast will of the Government, who, perhaps, only 
tolerate for reasons of internal policy, the mani- 
festation which it gives of its dissatisfaction with 
the changes that have taken place. 

One must not however, forget here, that the 
sentiment of dignity and of national self-respect, 
the remembrance of its ancient. splendour, which it is 
pretended have been violated by an imaginary attempt 
against its independence, have beenvery much exag- 
gerated in forming an estimate of the actual 
situation... The same is the case with the 
theory of the fear of a popular rising against 
the introduction of foreigners, on the 
educational prejudices of the Chinese; for 
such a fear is utterly inconsistent with the now 
acknowledged indifferencefof this people, as soon as 
any matter is dealt with that does not involve their 
own present material prosperity, or their 
desire to have children to survive them. 


The appeal, too, which one hears constantly made 
to the belief in Féng-shui is not based on any dog- 
matic doctrine, but on the pretended geomantic 
effect which certain things would produce on the 
health, the prosperity, the fruitfulness of the living, 
and on the repose of the dead. A remarkable docu- 
ment presented to the Emperor of China two years 
ago discusses to the bottom the question the 
distinetion between the Chinese nation and other 
peoples. That document, ascribed to a celebrated 
statesman, the late Viceroy of Nankin, Tseng-kwo- 
fan, expresses no regret, says not a word about the 
ancient dignity of the Empire being injured by the 
existing state of its relations with the other powers, 
and it even especially maintains it as a political 
thesis that the only motive that would induce the 
Chinese people to rise against foreigners, and which 
would cause embarrassment to the Government 
would be, if the masses should find themselves in 
danger of being deprived by the latter of their daily 
subsistence, and of dying without leaving descen- 
dants to comfort them in the other world by sacri- 
fices and funeral ceremonies. The other Chinese 
statesmen who have explained the reason of their 
opposition to the introduction of Europeans among 
them, have followed the same line of reasoning as 
Tseng-kwo-fan. They have insisted on this point 
that it was only the fear that the people felt of 
having their material well-being taken away. They 
declare that they are the guardians of the resources 
of the country, which the entrance of foreigners 
into the interior of the Empire would endanger. 

It is difficult to reconcile this love for the people, 

ith the official career of the Mandarins, for, (with 
the exception of some isolated instances) it consists 
only in plundering the districts placed under their 
authority when abundance prevailsin them, and in 
a selfish indifference to the misery of their unfor- 
tunate subordinates, when scarcity or inundations 
come to overwhelm them. Compare the present 
state of a province under the exclusive government 
of the Mandarins; behold it distressed by famine, 
without the means of procuring iteslf supplies 
in other countries, in consequence of the bad roads, 
and the absence of the means of trans ; and think 


yort; it would then be. impossible to collect the 
ere consequence of their impoverishment. 


Accordingly, they would have to accuse themselves 


of negli towards the Emperor, if, by not pro- 
seoaiie tho e from the dan with which 
forei ten them, the feapetial revenue 


should come to suffer in consequence, and should 
even their exclusive protection prove ineffectual, 
the people would rise against the Imperial govern- 
ment and make it impossible for it to continue 
friendly relations with foreigners. 

Such is the origin of that theory of senseless non 

which is continually made use of as an 
answer to demands having for their object an 
honest and reasonable interpretation of the treaties. 
The statesmen of Peking have constantly kept re- 
peating: “If you force us to concede your riglits, 
“vou will render us powerless and despicable in 
“the eyes of our subjects.” Although they know- 
very well that the Chinese people are tov 
much accustomed to respect their superiors 
to fail in obedience towards them, as soon 
as they come to know that everything has been 
done with their sanction. The true answer to 
all the imaginary difficulties that have been thrown 
in the way of improvements, is to make it be under- 
stood that the sole reason why they are demanded, 
is to increase and facilitate the relations ot’ com- 
merce and of enterprises which, after an experience 
of twelve years, cannot but be beneficial to every 
one concernei in them, and above all to the people 
and government of China by the development of 
the resources of the Empire. 

Another possible reason for the opposition of the 
Chinese Government may be the ill-founded dread 
that if foreigners extended their relations with its 
subjects, the latter would acquire new political 
ideas, which would produce among them discontent 
and a desire for changes in the exercise of the 
sovereign authority. The Chinese Government, 
however, has never shown any anxiety on this 
head, supposing that it has ever thought of it. Its 
opposition to foreigners must rather be the notural 
result of its lengthened isolation from the rest of the 
world, and of its policy based on the pitiable nation 
that China possessed exclusively whatever there 
was in the universe of civilization, of intelligence 
and well-being. It now begins to realise that that 
notion is no longer tenable ; but it does not like to 
acknowledge that other nations are more advanced 
than itself, and that people are as happy and as 
well governed elsewhere as in “ The Middle King- 
dom. China needs for its own benefit to realise 
the fact that the other nations have a legislation 
based on justice and consideration towards the 
whole world, both derived from Christian morality, 
of which they have had experience for many ages, 
and that among them, respect for these laws has 
ever based at constituted the source of their 
power and of their social prosperity. If China put 
that in practice and borrowed some of its maxims, 
it would become a source of regeneration to its 
energy and its influence. 

To achieve this end, now is the time to call the 
attention of the Chinese authorities to the anulog- 
ous experience they have already had in relation to 
some Western inventions—such as steamboats, 
workshops for the manufacture of explosive 
machines, arms of precision and military tactics, 
the fruits of Western civilization—and to invite 
them to judge by that whether Europeans and 
Americans are able to teach them anything useful 
in other social sciences. It is quite likely that the 
Chinese have adopted those material inventions for 
the purpose of preparing themselves for the at- 
tempt to return some day to their state of separa- 
tion from the rest of the world, for, while admitting 
among them these improvements, it is certain that 
they have never openly shown any delight at the 
real superiority of their new acquisitions, still less 
have they been willing to acknowledge themselves 
indebted to the intelligence of foreigners. In short, 
although they may have allowed themselves to be 
drawn into that course of action somewhat in -pite 
of themselves at first, now that they have been en- 
abled to estimate the value of them by the success 
which they have obtained in suppr ing the rebel- 
lions, they are fully convinced of the advantages of 
these innovations. The logical result of these 
t therefore to be to encourage the 
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if they have not succeeded, and is it not the 
obvious deduction from this that the matter 
has been badly managed and that the Powers now 


find themselves in their present position simply 
veuse they have voluntarily wi wo t 


which they occupied in 1860, and that, too, prior to 
the representations of the Chinese who began to 
eadeavour to revert to their state of isolation. — 

It is possible that the civil war in the United: 
States of America, and the war of 1871 in Euro 
may have to some extent interfered with t 
thorough action of the two great powers, America 
and France. One can also add that the non-suc- 
cess of the French, as well as of the Americans in 
Corea, whither they went to demand satisfaction. 
for the massacre of their nationals, placed these 
two powers in a false position with reference to the 
eabinet of Peking, od pon these regrettable dis- 
asters have deprived all the foreign powers of their 
prestige and has lessened the force of the belief— 
previously existing among the Chinese,—that they 
asonin § the power to resent and to punish effectu- 
ally any wrongs that might be done them. But 
these occurrences have never furnished any ade- 
qaate ground why the negociations with the Chi- 
nese Government regarding the extension of c-om 
merce and their mutual relations should have been 
interrupted, and if we had only continued to prose- 
cute them in accordance with the point of departure 
adopted in 1800, good results would have been 
secured. 

The principles which guided the negociation of 
the treaties established a state of things easy to 
follow, and which would have led up to a satisfac- 
tory conclusion. It is the fact the we lost sight of it 
afterwards in our conduct of the that 
has chiefly led to the existing state of things. 

One sees by the official correspondence published 
by the Western Gevernments that the doctrine of 
expediency has been substituted for firet principles, 
aud that the latter have even ceased to be taken as 
the basis of our mutual relations. No Government 
represented at Peking has insisted on a full and 
complete observance of the true sense of the treaties 
of 1300. 

It is only three years “go at the time of the re- 
vision of the treaty with Great Britain, that one of 
the Ministers plenipotentiary declared categoricall 
asa maxim to be fallowed in conducting the ap- 
proaching negociations, that all the privileges en- 
joyed by foreigners in China, owed their origin 
eolely to the treaties concluded with that country. 
This declaration (with all due respect to the illus- 


- trious diplomat who gave it utterance) was a fatal 
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error and a wrong done to all the Powers; for the 
Chinese laid hold of it as a precedent; and proceed- 
-ed to make use of it to establish, as the natural 
logical sequence of the above declaration, that 
nothing could be demanded from them that was not 
literally stipulated in the conventions which they 
had signed. This was, further, a special injustice 
inflicted on Great Britain and on France, who had 
declared war against China expressly for the pur- 
pose of forcing her to admit their right, which 
existed previously and per se, to have commu- 
nication with that country and its people. The 
only justification of that war was the refusal of 
China to recognise the natural rights of other nations, 
to have intercourse with her, whenee it foliows that 
these rights really existed prior to the treaties, 
which did not create them but only reeognised 
themasjust. The effect of the Ministerial declara- 
tion under notice was to — the civilisation of the 
nineteenth century on @ footing, false and exactly 
similar to that which the barbarian nations occapied 
in the estimation of the Greeks and Romans; for 
the latter aleo had itas a maxim of their policy 
toward the barbarians that there existed no inter- 
national obligations towards the e& i, or those 
with whom no treaties had been ; and that the 
other races of man outside the pale of those agree- 
ments had no natural right to their eonsideration 
or friendship. This was precisely the theory and 
practice maintained by the Chinese before the war, 
and war was made u them for the purpose of 
forever destroying this intolerable and anomalous 
exclusion of other nations. 
justified the war was set forth in the treaties made 
at the time of the conclusion of peace, and it is diffi- 
cult to believe that the powers which, as the result 
of the success of their arms obtained the recognition 
of it, can possibly have forgotten it at the present 
time 


The treaties were their own work, to formulate 


the conditions of the peace whieh made with 
China. They were not a statements of the conditions 
imposed by the Chine to defini 
the relations whic 

them; a saul at 


ly made similar treaties to admit the 


The prineiple which |; 
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such an interpretation as it has latterly been 
sought to impose on them. If some restrictive 
clauses were inserted in the treaties, that was done 
by the allies rather out of consideration for the con- 
dition of China at the end of the war, an] in view 
of the difficulty of carrying out at once to their ul- 
timate consequences the meaning of their treaties, 
but not to limit that meaning in any way, still less 
to leave undecided the question of rights already 
devoted with their legitimate consequences to the 
regulation of the resultant relations. 
he testimony borne by the foreign plenipoten- 
tiaries who signed the treaties as to their meaning, 
agreed on at the date of the signature, is decisive ; 
they affirm that the principle of the right of free 
intercourse with the people and the country of 
China in its fullest sense was for the future 
definitively settled. Lord Elgin, in the letter which 
he wrote to his nationals in China announcing the 
ratification of the treaty, sets forth what we have 
stated above with a clearness which renlers impos- 
sible all misunderstanding on the subject. 
Notwithstanding all this, the principles which 
guided the Powers in levying war on the Empire, 
and the statesmen in formulating the treaties, have 
been partially lost sight of, and as a eosequence 
the Chinese have adopted the habit of rejecting 
the reasonable demands of the powers, under the 
pretext that these demands have not been explicitly 
mentioned in the letter of the treaties, and they go 
the length of arrogating to themselves the right of 
interpreting at their discretion the meaning of the 
terms, with the object of not granting what they do 
not find literally stated in them according to their 
own style of interpreting them. 


foreigners has been done only ex proprio motu, the 
powers which have concluded treaties with her, 
permitting her to imagine that they regard her 
as a superior nation, authorise her to act acvording- 
ly, or rather place her in an inferior and dishonor- 
able position. Letany one reflect for a moment 
ou the consequences of the style at present in vogue 
of looking at the treaties. It is everywhere av- 
knowledged that the Chinese were forced to sign 
them, and, in place of drawing from that coercive 
measure a result honourable to the Chinese, there isa 
disposition to make tor her a dishonourable position 
by saying to her: “ You are bound to the observance 
“of the treaties because you have been forced to 
“accept them, and not because of their justice, 
“There is vo wish to consider as obligatory the 
“meaning of the said treaties which you could 
“have signed while still preserving your honour, 
“but the letter of them which you have been 
“ forced to sign contrary to your convictions. You 
“have not signed a treaty of which justice and the 
“rights of other nations were the principle, and 
“which would have been a permanent mounment of 
** your honorable entry into the family of nations, but 
” reed treaty holds you bound, by the chain of the. 
“letter, to the performance of vertain *thiiigs; from 
“which you seek in vain to disentangle yourselves 
“by luniting the meaning of it as much as pos- 
* sible.” 

Such is almost exactly the humiliating position 
in which the Chinese been placed by the false 
doctrine that foreigners have no other right in 
‘China, but those which the letter of their treaties 
has recognised. Thence it follows that the other 
powers, for the same reasons, occupy a dangerous 


It is a matter of great regret to see prevailing at 
Peking the following axiom: that the position of 
foreigners in China does not at all depend on the 
natural and just recognition of their right, and 
entirely on the good will of the Chinese Govern- 


ment, and that their residence in the country is - 


simply permitted by the forbearance of the Emperor. 
[t is not diffloult to foresee that if a stop is not put 
to this way of looking at the foundation of our 
relations with China, the Chinese will be led on to 
become too self-willed in the expected revision of 
the treaties, and will refuse everything that they do 
not originate ex preerte mots. The consequences 
of such a deadlook are too important to, admit of 
our being indifferent in preventing them, by a return 
to the original stand-point of the powers, and by a 
determination to base our future negociations on 
the single principle of a complete tibert 
course, such as the treaties establish 
Chinese nation. 

The reasons alleged by the Chinese against this 
free entry into their country, which we have intend- 
ed to obtain, show that it will be more exsy than one 
would _— to retrace their steps when the 
moment diseussion arrives. Every time 
that 7 refuse to grant each or such a 
thing, alleging that that thing is not expressty 
stipulated for in the treaties, they never base 
their refusal on the injustice of the demand, but 
they accompany it by a statement of the ineon- 
v that would ensue if it were granted. 
Now, it would be easy to demonstrate to them that 
those inconveniences wonld not reenit from a 
reasonable interpretation of the sptrit of the treaties. 
Up to the present time the error has been fallen 
into of not seeking to point out to the Chinese that 
their refusal of certain things was a violation of the 
principles admitted by the treaties. 

No doubt these regrettable concessions with re- 
ference to the meanmg of the treaties have been 
made with the object of hamouring thetr snsceptt- 
ties and of showing them that there is a desire to 
treat with them not only on a footing of equality, 
but also to ise the sovereign rights of the 
Emperor within his own dominions. But has it 
never been considered that it would be mach more 
honourable to the Chinese to tell thera that en 
rsa 
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attitude with reference to China; for ~ would be 
able in like manner to declare theinselves free of 
every obligation except those to which they have 
explicitly attached their signatures. So that here— 
we have for all a false position from which they 
ought to make their escape as quickly as possible. 
f, however, one recalls to mind all that has hap- 
pened in China in consequence of the friendly inter- 
retation of the treaties by the foreigu powers, he will 
fal abundant proot’s that they have never, sinve their 
signature, failed in good-will to China, when it is con- 
sidered that the treaties made binding on them 
‘everything which their reasonable interpretation 
could mean. In the first place, the Taiping Rebel- 
lion threatened at oue time to be very disasitous to 
the Manchu dynasty, and if the Peking Government 
had been left to put it down without assistance, there 
is every probability that at the present hour the 
ang Princes would be governing China from 
theie palace at Nanking. Impartial persons, 2@¥- 
ing a practical knowledge of China, were of opimion 
that if, in consequence of the suc:ess of the rebel. 
lion, a new dynasty had replaced the existing Chi- 
nese Goveruinent at Peking, as had already hap- 
pened in former times in the history of the Empire, 
the commerce of foreigners would not only not have 
suffered, bust would have obtained conditions more 
favourable to its extension; that the mineral wealth 
of China would have been developed, and that 
railways and telegraphs would have found encourage- 
ment wader the auspices of the new sovereign. In 
such ctreumstances an immense prosperity would 
a ali over the Empire, of which all nations 
ving commercial relations with China would 
share the benefit. Nevertheless, in spite of all 
these advantages which might have been counted 
en beforehand, the powers have given it up to 
}ehance to see them realised ; and Great Britain and 
| Pranoe, lending their assistance and their forces to 
com pat down the insurrection, have paid 
with the blood of some of their best officers for the 
vente of the strugyzle in defence of the Govern- 
tment.of Peking. The two Western powers have 
faeted im this manner under a sense of their con- 
} seientious obligations of friendship, and of a re 
eiprocal agreement with China which had just signed 
the treaties. That policy of Sidateteatadaaal aud 
fidelity to their forimer enemies, become from hence- 
forth their allies, is an obvious proof of the friend- 
the treaties which 


manner. It was even very 
the interest of the 

ich they represented to act as 

they did; and yet, regarding themselves as bound 
by the sense of their treaties of friendship, they have 
submitted to great sacrifices, with the view of show- 
ing their sincerity and their manner of understand- 
ing their obligations. Their conduct, judged ac- 
cording to the principle of non-intervention 
ia =6vogue would be considered an _ in- 
termeddiing which ht to be avoided: and 
it has been i in view of the existing 
Government of Peking, after 


remembrance of that intervention, so valuable for 
the Emperor, can always be invoked as proof of the 
conciliatory manner in which the two powers then 
interpreted the meaning of the treaties. It was 
only when the rebels had been exterminated and 
the civil war put an end to, that the Chinese had 
recourse to the letter of the treaties to direct the 
settlement of international questions. 


Be that as it may, it will always remain a fact 
that the throne of Tunycli exists to-day only in 
consequence of the action of the two powers 


against the enemies of his dynasty, and that the reigu 
of their young Emperor is the first in the annals 
of China which owes its undisturbed commence- 
ment to the interpretation given by the Western 

wers to the obligations resulting from their 

reaties. It remains to be seen whether the Em- 

ror will forget the debt of gratitude he owes 
tne powers for the benefits which he has received 
from them, and if he will know how to imitate the 
example of disinterestedness which they have 
given to China. It must also be remarked 
that if the powers had not made war on China they 
would never have found themselves in a position to 
come to the assistance of the Government of 
Peking, and the latter would have disappeared. 
The result of the war and the signature of the 
treaties have thus been directly beneficial to the 
Emperor and to tle reigning family, who have 
thereby found, in their utmost need, friends who 
have been gained for them by the brief mortifica- 
tion of a defeat, which inflicted ouly a trifliug in- 
jury on China. 

Apart from the important assistance which as- 
gured the existence of the Government of Peking, 
the powers have, in like manner, rendered important 
assistance towards the adininistration of its finances, 
by granting to their subjects an exceptional per- 
mission to undertake, in all their details, the super- 
vision and direction of the Custom-lhouses. Khe 
advantage which China has derived trom the 
establishment of the Imperial Customs under 
Western auspices, has been as yet hardly even re- 
cognised by the Chinese, although other nations 
may have been able to perveive the useful conse- 
quences of it. Yet it is cape 2 one of the happy 
results of the war, and arises undoubtedly from the 
complete carrying into effect of the meaning of the 
treaties. Its political and financial effect on China, 
studied with attention, proves how much it has 
contributed to the stability and wealth of the Em- 

ire. China is nominally a monarchy, but each of 

its eighteen provinces possesses an authority and 
enjoys a quasi-independence in certain things, with 
relerence tothe central authority, which before 
the war and the establishment of the foreign 
Customs was still more pronounced than 
it is now. By that collection of the revenues 
at the ts, in the name of the Govern- 
ment of Peking, the latter is morally strengthened. 
It thusbecomes obvious that its right to impose 
taxes on trade at the ports is, in reality, superior to 
that of the Viceroys who formerly reigned there 
as masters; and every year the Emperor will still 

in in authority, and China in homogeneity, when 
the same legislation and the same authority will be 

rodominant in all the provinces of the Empire. 
tis now the custom to refer to the tribunals of 

Peking the commercial disputes ey with 
foreigners, disputes which formerly were under the 
jurisdiction of Viceroys; so that the decisions which 
come from Peking show that it is the central power 
which governs everywhere, a fact which before did 
not appear so clearly evident. 

The administration of the Foreign Customs hav- 
ing an Inspector-General who resides at Peking, 
and the latter having subordinates bound to yiel 
absolute obedience to his orders, this furnishes, 
what had never previously been observed, the ac- 
tual example of a central government in the capi- 
tal. And then, the single fact that the Foreign 
Customs has collected for the use of the Imperial 
exchequer so many millions of taels during these 
last twelve years, is it not a proof to 
how large an extent the treaty by which 
ite establishment was permitted, has been pro- 
ductive of prosperity to the Chinese Govern- 
ment? One can fearlessly affirm that, but for the 
administration of the Customs by foreigners, a very 
small part of all that money would have found its 


how to secure her own advantage; for already there is 
a talk of similar ts | for the 
[ tion of the i revenues of the ire. 

Chinese authorities men 


dents in India fheld in the courts of the native 
princes. Perhaps the local mandarigs will end, 
with their habitualftolerance, by acoustoming them- 
selves to the co-operation foreigners in the 
administration, but they ail hope, one day or other, 
to have the opportunity of getting rid of them,—a 
fact which goes to prove once more to what an 
extent the system introduced by the treaties have 
been introductory to advantages to the central 
Government of Peking. 


There had been at the outset between the com- 
mercial communities in China and the foreign Cus- 
toms, disputes which led some to question for a 
moment the usefulness of that institution; but 
those disputes, which were caused by thé excessive 
zeal of the employés, have been happily smoothed 
over, and to-day no one appreciates more favorably 
than the merchants the usefulness of the foreign 
Customs. The Statistical Tables ‘of the trade of 
China,—tables which owe their existence to that 
adiinistration—have supplied a more exact know- 
ledge of Chiva than we could ever have had with- 
out those valuable documents; and all those who 
are interested in trade have been glad to be able 
to take advantage of them. The assiduous and in- 
telligent industry of its employés has also rendered 
most Important services to the Chinese Govern- 
ment; for through this ageney it secures for itself 
detailed information and a more enlightened judg- 
ment regardimg ite commercial relations with the 
outer world than it had ever been previously able 
Lo obtain; and, even, so far as one is able to judge 
of the matter, it has obtained regarding the coasting 
trade information valuable, although incomplete 
for this reason, that the junk trade has not yet been 


placed under the administration of the foreign Cus- 
toms. 


The appearance at the Vienna Exhibition of the 
products of China among those of other nations 
owes its existence chiefly to the administration of 
the foreign Customs. Private individuals and mer- 
chants certainly contributed to it in the form of 
collections selected with much intelligence, but the 
Customs organised with great ability a universal 
collection of articles whieh represent with accuracy 
and good effect the principal objects of Chinese 
trade, thus supplying to those who wish to make 
their account of it an excellent means of studying 
the resources of that Empire. The Chinese Gov- 
ernment is also indebted to its Western agent 
for having ite productions made known in Europ: 
in 1873. Already in 1867 at the Universal Exposi- 
tion in Paris, China had made a figure through th: 
labours and at the expense of the French Governmen! 
but on the present occasion it is the Chinese Govern 
ment itself, represented by its most enlightened 
agents, which places itself side by side with other 
nations for the purpose of teaching them as to what 
that is remarkable can be found in its vast Empire. 


Tf inconveniences have been produced by the es- 
tablishment of the Customs, it is not the Chinese 
who have any night to complain of them. Is it not, 
in short, allowable that the Chinese Government 


may have demanded of the Inspector-General and 
of its other employés more than the signatory 
powers bad the intention of authorising. _ For 
example : political information and advice in its 
discussions with the diplomatic Legations and the 
Consulates; | the translation of political articles 
from the foreign newspapers which dealt with 
certain questions interesting to the Tsung-li Yamen 
and the Taotais; friendly intervention with the 
foreign Ministers and even, indirectly; with the 
Governments of the powers, above all in the revision 
of the treaties; the attempt to substitute the 
Inspector-General of Customs for the ‘Legations, 
by means of the invitation given by the latter to 
the Chambers of Commerce to send to him their 
views as to the revision of the treaties; the Bur- 
lingame Mission suggested and organised by the 
cooperation of the Inspector-General of Customs 
at Peking; the purchase and armament of men-of- 
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war; the ge given to the oe Peking 
by the creation of a newspaper in to support 
it: the discussions in official of the 


gee el 


The friendly disposition of the powers towards 
the Chinese 
manifested b 
members of the diplomatic or consular body, on 
whom continual care had been lavished in orde: 
that they — learn Chinese, to accept th 
employment of that Government and te rende 
them service. The letter of the treaties’ had not 
made ny beer of such concessions, but as they 
seemed t peng consequence of our inter- 

tation of , we made them with pleasure. 

Add still further the establishment of the 
Arsenals, where there are now manufactured ali 
kinds of arms and munitions. All that ig the work 
of foreigners authorised by their Governments to 
render these services to the Chinese, though ali 
the while there did not exist any clause in the 
treaty sanctioning such a concession. It is still 
further owing to the good-will of the foreign 
powers that the Chinese have obtained the assis- 


tance of officers to discipline their troops and to © 


rill. Evidently objections 


teach them mili 
por iy but as all that seemed to be 


might have been 


consistent with the sense of the treaties, complete 


liberty was accorded to the subjects of Western 
powers to engage in these undertakings. | 

One other good effect of the treaties has been to 
cause the Chinese to recognise the lawfulness of 
the propagation of the Christian religion by 
missionaries, the subjects of the powers, and these 
latter have already done an amount of good of 
which thé Chinese will eventually have the 
advan Unhappily, although the preaching of 
the Christian religion may have had some success 
with some individuals or even in small communities 
of catechumens, its moral results are not, up to the 
present moment, visible either among the Chinese 
people or among their governors. The introduction 
of Christian religion among the Chinese does 
not go on differently from what has been observed 
among other nations; it attains its objects slowly : 
but it 1s to be hoped that the time will come when the 
whole nation will be impregnated with the leaven 
of truth, of compassion; when she will know an:! 
worship the true God, and will enjoy the comfor:- 
able knowledge of the civilizing influence of 


the Christian religion which now implants 
itself with patience and in the 
souls of its children. Then the work! 


will be able to estimate the advantages which will 
be derived from opening up their country by the 
treaties to the introduction of revealed truth. One 
is able to foresee how much China would gain in its 
relations with the Christian powers, an: in its inter- 
nal administration, if the character and intelligence 
of its statesmen and its magistrates were enlightened 
by the maxims of the Gospel. Its legislation 
would no longer be distinguished by that arbitrary 
and erwel character which have rendered necessary 
the extraistics territorial clauses inserted in the 
treaties. Her policy would cease to be exclusive, 
false and deceitful, which has caused s0 many wars 
and misfortunes. Her administration, having be- 
come the gaurdian of all her subjects, would no 
longer dream of refusing the entry of foreigners into 
the interior of the Empire. 

Th- powers which, in signing treaties with China, 
have had the honour to represent Christianity, do 
not appea at: present to attach sufficient importance 
to the assistance which the maxims of Christianity 
would afford in their neyociations with Peking, if 
its Government brought them to bear. At present 
the high Chinese officials make no scruple to tell the 
most brazen-faced falsehoods, or to forswear their 
most solemn promises. The conduct of thos: who 
were implicated in the Massacre of Tientsin (187:)) 
as well as in the murder of the chiefs of the Taipings, 
after the assurance given to the English that their 
lives would be spared, are manefest proofs of the 
want of good principles among the highest nota- 
bilities of China. An important feature in the 
international relations with China would be to 
secure on her part a recognition of truth, or of the 
obligation of s ing it, asa virtue which renders 
men 85 that faithfulness in the per- 
formance of promises is that which constitutes men 


qualities di : 
with them, to the extent of making them lose ail 


in their statements or in their actions. 
treaties, — Governments parte fail to gain by it, 


ideas 
obtained still further 
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of the Chinese, 
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take exception to their position, at prosent so 


roment has been still further’ 
the permission granted to some © 


honorable ; in fine that the violation of these two 
discredits those men who have dealings 
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it is for the pur- | German,—will a in the “ Middle: Kingdom.” 

pose of ridding themselves of the obligation to teach | They will:na y claim the. protection of their 
tliem that (which would be more easily secured by representatives at’ Peking, and thus the Chinese 
Christianity,) that the question of right has been Government. will. recognise the fact that the 
eliminated, and that we see substituted for it only Catholic religion exists in other countries besides 
obligations resulting from the letter of the treaties. France. These powers, thus finding themselves, to 
‘Latterly, the Chinese Government has given a cortainextent, unified with the Catholic religion, a 
evidence of its desire to restrict the Catholic mis- great advantage will thence result for the faith. 
siouaries in regard to religion by means of ‘® new The more.there is pushed on in China the estab- 
convention; but happily for China the powers have lishment of Catholic Missions directed by Knuglish, 
firmly refused to sanction that change in legisla- Americanand German Missionaries, the more will 
tion, We were even very muchastonished thatsuch the suvcess of the Gospel be increased in that 
a proposition was made by the cabinet of Peking, for , country. : 
Tseng-kwo-fan, in the memorial already mentioned,| As to Protestant Missions, the Chinese Govern- 
insists greatly on Che uselessness of any. attention ment show themselves so utterly indifferent to what 
to the progress of Christianity in China, because they do, thatone.can very well believe that the 
Confucianism was so invulnerable, that people ought | proselytising results have not. been very numerous, 
tv show their indifference to the preaching of other | and that they have not exercised any important 
creeds. Without doubt the despatch of the Tsung- | spiritual iafluence on the people by the preaching 
li-yamen exaggerated the influence and the social | of their doctrine; but they are far, nevertheless, 


and political effects of Catholic Missions, and one | from being without result, and we are bound to cou- 
ratulate them especially on the success which they 
In fact, the 
Protestant Missionaries have fur some years pub- 
lished in Chinese very useful works, on mechanics, 
botany; medicine,;, mathematies, history and juris- 
prudence ; they have published in English transla- 
tions of the Chinese classical Books, and _ philologt- 
hey have 
established hospitals, and given instances of humani- 
ty and devotion by their care of numerous sick 

ple who have come to ask their assistance. 
Mh have. written: interesting accounts of their 
journeys in the interior which have added to our 
previous knowledge of:China. In fine, their pre- 
sence in the country has done service by accustom- | 
ing the natives; to have frequent intercourse with 


might there catch a glimpse of a reason to doubt 
whether that move was dictated by the Chinese | 
tuemselves, or if some foreigners had not instigated 
them to that declaration against the Catholic reli- 
gion. It will be impossible to avoid'the recurrence 
of the questions raised by that despatch, Christi- 
anity being as contrary to paganism. as truth is. to 
falsehood; and there are several points of contact, 
where the two systems meet each other in such a 
way that it is possible that difference even in social, 
affairs cannot be discriminated. It would be better 
to. acknowledge, once for all, that’ reformed type of’ 
Christianity, instead of denying the existence of 
certain differences, or of promising that: they will 
never, occur any more, or that they arise from 
causes apart from religion; people would in this 
way spare the Chinese the. trouble of exaggerating 
the na tural consequences of the conflict of Christi- 
anity with their-beliefs. We might prepare the 
way f or a better state of things by showing them 
the moral and social advan which Western 
countries might derive after their conversion. 
An undoubted misfortune for missionaries has 
been that the Chinese have always imagined that 
they Sought to propagate some form of national re- 
ligion, instead of universal religion professed by 
ali;Christian nations, Religion, in the estimation 
of the Chinese is thought to bea gathering up of 
social, regulations; the introduction of a foreign 
worship appears to them, in accordance with that 
idea, 4n innovation in favour of some individual 
nation. They have wished to draw therefrom 
the inference that the aim of Christanity was to 
acquire a political or territorial influence in favor of 
the nation to which the missionaries belonged. For 
example, the Catholic religion is always represented 
as being an iastitution specially French, while 
Protestantism is regarded as the Confucianism 
( state religion ) established in Eagland and the Uni- 
ted States of America. All Catholic missionaries, 
—Italians, Belgians, Spaniards and Portuguese— 
are looked oa as French, and it would be exceeding- 
ly difficult to persuade the Chinese that English- 
men or A ascivans are true Catholics. The single 
fact that two systems of Christianity are presented 
for their acceptance appears sufficiently pardoxicial 
to tue Cuinese, for they have-not the historical 
knowledge to enable them to apprehend that Pro- 
testa itis is a recent form of Christianity, result- 
ing from a schism of the ancient church; but it 
anpears still more unlikely that England ever was 
Catholic , or that among the subjects of Great 
ritaiam and America there are.actually found some 
millions who profess that religion. The reason of 
all this is fouad in the fact that the policy of the 
per of these two powers has always been to 
deciare themselves as exclusively identified with 
Protestantism, although they also represent Catho- 
lic populations. 
his estimate with reference to the Christian re- 
ligon has prodaved bad effects. The idea that 
Caitholicism is the religion of France alone makes 
the Chinese believe that any opposition offer- 
ed to it will furnish no matter of 
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China, some restrictions. were 
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and the Powers. in 1861 requested 
cabinet. of Peking to allow in all the Norther 


brought under the notice of the Powers. 
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although the errors'they have sometimes commit.’ 
ted,~-errors very, excusable in persons of their 
position,—may not always,have given the Chinese 


one examines the ‘results 
of the treaties; they will always be found advanta- 
geous to the Chinese even. in the things which 
they believed would involve damage to their interests, 
—such as the permission to admit foreign vessels to 
the coast trade.. In opening the northern ports of 
e in favor of 
certain articles. Thusin some parts they proliibited 
are 
found there, and oddly enough they permitted it 
others. where they were 


restrictions were of course, very quickly observed, 
the 


Ports that export trade. Other difficulties were | 
It was! 
represented to them that if they authorized foreign 
ships to cag ay with junks in the transport of 
these — the native coasting trade would disap- 
, that the crews of the junks finding themselves 
eprived of work would rebel against the Govern- 
ment, whom they would accuse of not having pro- 
them, and that serious evil results would 
Notwithstand- 
ing, it was insisted that the meaning of the treaties 
ised the right to —s these goods, and 
ie 


exportation was permitted, they ought to extend 
that permission to the other ports of the E:mpire. 
At last, the Chinese, consented, and they have 
found that the experience of ten years demonstrates 
to how large an extent such concessions, far from 
being hurtful, are truly advantageous: This point 


may serve as a precedent in the demands to be 
eventually made in regard to railways, when thero 
will be set in opposition to them the possible in- 
jury which they might inflict on the agricultural 


We have never heard serious complaints from 
the sea-faring classes. with reference to foreign 
navigation; ifsuch complaints had existed they 
have been brouglit,to the knowledge of the 
powers, for the pueppse of demonstrating. to them 


° coast 
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| found imperfectly equipped and little suited for” 
such dangerous passages suffered every year a large 
number of shipwrecks. The consequence was that’ 
China suffered in this way heavy losses; cargoes of’ 
considerable value, junks in great number, were 
annually engulfed in the seas of the Empire, and 
immense riches were thus lost to the State. And 
besides, in these shipwrecks the Chinese who na- 
vigated the junks were drowned or died in* conse- 
quence of their sufferings, so that the Empire lost 
au number of its subjects, whose widows and or- 
an deprived of their natural protectors, were 
eft in peaury and became a burden on the country. 
Almost the whole of these calamities have been 
avoided since foreign ships have been allowed to 
navigate the coast of China, so that the treaties 
which authorised the introduction of them, has 
produced great advantages, instead of the injury 
which was predicted, 
As a matter of fact China is enormously indebted” 
to the measures which she has allowed to be taken. 
All that has been asked of her and that she has 
granted has turned out tor her advantage. 
By the permission to export beans and from 
the ports of the North to those of the South, the 
total trade in these articles has risen to an unheard 
of figure, and the imperial revenues have been pro- 
rtionately increased. The sugar planters of the 
South have been able to obtain manure for their 
fields at a better market than formerly, and their: 
roperties vapssege rage have increased in value. 
le farmers in the north have sold to better ad- 
vantage and have become richer. The transactions 
in these articles have become more frequent, and 
the annual profits have become greater. The Chi- 
nese employed in loading and discharging foreign 
ships have received as workmen higher wages than 
i} they formerly obtained. Districts a prey to famine 
have received relief in the form of rice and other 
grain brought by foreign ships, and the products 
of north Clina of all sorts have found an immense 
‘outlet in the South through the same instrumenta- 
lity. The production and sale of sagars in the 
island of Formosa have increased in an incredible 
manner, since (foreign) ships have been employed 
to convey them to the ports of China and Japan, 
while so long as these exportations were effected 
only by junks they reached only an insignificant 
amount. The crowning proof of the advantages 
conferred on China by the free navigation of her 
coasts, and of the smallness of the injury it can do 
to the junks, is the fact that the Chinese them. 
selves have organised a Steamboat Company under 
the gpecial patronage of their Government, which 
thus" acknowledges that the fears it entertained 
were ill-founded, and that the concessions which 
were demanded from it have turned out beneficial. 
We are, therefore, able to repeat anew that the 
result of the treaties has conferred general pros- 
perity on the Chinese. [¢t is the (foreign) powers 
that have been the cause of it by the extension 
given to trade, the fruit of the influence of the said 
treaties; and they have fairly acquired a stronger 
claim to demand analogous concessions and recipro- 
cal privileges, ia return for all the good they has 
done to China. The experience of the benefits 
gained by the employment of navigation and of 
maritime conveyances will be repeated on a greater 
seale, when permission shall have been granted to 
construct railways and to convey from one end 
of the end of the Empire, by the aid of this 
powerful agency, innumerable productions and 
millions of travellers; for the past can serve as a 
ground for demanding fhsihoadl? the authorisation 
to establish them, no matter what may be the pre- 
judices of the Chinese population. 
What is above all things to be earnestly demand. 
ed from the Chinese Gouernment is that the coun- 
try be entirely, opened to foreign trade, and that 
we may have there full power to set on foot 
modern enterprises. We have a right to demand 
from it permission for foreigners to do on its ter- 
ritory whatever ite subjects may themselves do in 
other countries; to have the power to go about 
everywhere, to hire and purchase everywhere lands 
aud houses, to inyest capital in the great mineral 
and commercial operations of the great centres of 
trade in the interior of the Kimpire, to navigate its 
rivers with steamers as -we already navigate its 


coasts. 
To the exercise of these rights which would be of 
mutual benefit, there is set in opposition eee : 
ions made m the treaty of exterritoriality in favor of 
foreigners in the Empire. The native authorities 
allege that’ if foreigners oouduct themselves im- 
y in the interior of the country, they are 
to.punish them and that thus the evil- 
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posed would escape the consequences of 
* le causes of offence anc 
| There is exag 


against the 


iven up to the Consuls, who in concert with the 
hinese magistrate judges them for their misdeeds, 
and punishes them according to the laws of their 


country. In reality, therefore, this extra-territori- 
al clause was introduced only for the purpose 
of preventing that foreigners guilty of offences 

Chinese should be lett exposed to the 
faulty judicial procedure and the cruel and 
pitiless punishments made use of by the mandarins: 
not only for the sake of humanity, but more espe- 
cially because the punishment of a European in the 
interior of China by the Chinese tribunals might be 
rjust and-instigated by the desire to lower 
Europeans in the eyes of the natives and thus to 
lessen their prestige and influence in the country. 
It was, in prospect of this abuses, a. very wise pre- 
cantion,. when one takes into consideration the 
antipathy which fereigners excite in the literate 
who for a purely political purpose would have been 
able to seize an individual and, to degrade him with 
impunity in the eyes of all and by this means to 
compromise the Government of Peking with the 
Powers. If China dcepted a system of laws similar 
to that of Western nations, the exterritorial clause. 
would no longer be necessary, but it must be main- 
tained until the Chinese alter their system of 
_ ‘treating civil disputes as criminal acts, 
and punishing them with inhuman severity. 
But we must no more, because the Chinese make 
unreasonable difficulties about it, renounce the 
right of residence in the interior. 

It is, above all, of great importance that foreign 
merchants should be authorised to establish them- 
selves at Peking. The prohibition to reside in the 
capital was obviously introduced into the treaties 
as a temporary concession to the feelings of the 
Chinese, in consideration of the uncertainty in 
which they found themselves after the war as to 
the success of the mutual relations established 
between them and foreigners, and on account of 
their timidity when they should meet them in the 
capital. The experience of their relations at the 
ports having demonstrated that they can live ami- 
cably together, it is impossible to deduce any other 
- conclusion than that similar sentiments would be 

developed at Peking, if that city was opened to 
commerce. The time has arrived to think serious- 
ly of it, and to insist in conformity with the spirit 
of the treaties on the right of residence in the 
capital. 

This extension of intercourse is of great import- 
ance at the present moment when the new reign of 
a young Emperor gives promise of improvements 
in his Empire. His capital will become more than 
ever the central rendezvous of all the notabilities 
of the provinces, who will come to the court of 
their sovervigny and if they found there trading 
establishments opened for the display and sale of 
foreign productions, they would begin to have a 
favorable knowledge of the industry of the West- 
erns; they would become accustomed to meet 
with Europeans, and would carry back with 
them to their provinces objects, souvenirs, 
and new ideas regarding these last, through 
which they would thus pre the way 
for their introduction into the whole country; in 
this way the chance of quarrels would be lessened, 
and they would assist the Imperial Government in 
consolidating friendly relations with them. 

It is probable, indeed, that the ge of Pe. 
king would not secure any immediate advantage 
for an extensive trade, but it would give a great 
stimulus to retail business in articles of luxury and 
taste, fine fabrics and articles of domestic utility, 
which would be highly appreciated by the rich 
and find numerous purchasers. 

Perhaps it may seem that we attach too much 
importance to the mene of so many trifling 
objects to the attention of the Chinese in their 
capital, and that our hope that they 
there find an outlet is exaggerated. Already at the 
ports there is among the natives, in the articles re- 
ferred to, a traflic of which one can form no idea 
except actin the information given by those to 
keep establishments of this kind. The purchase of 
this class of goods by the Chinese is immense ; and 
things which a short time ago did not at all seem 
adapted to their ideas are now much in fashion. 
This is not the place to indicate more definitely of 
what these articles consist. Let it suffice to say 
that every thing that will please the taste of the 


Chinese, gratify their cunosity, or promote their 
comfort, is tly appreciated and liberally paid for 
by them. © sight of new things creates new 


wants, and even novelties conf y common and 
insignificant, make habits to spring up out of all 
proportion to the cause which prod them. 

e exposure for sale at Peking of a collection 


of e) t and useful articles exported from 
and Ticotan will engender a desire to 
and will have the effect of civilizing and 
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intare when Poking with its millions of iahabitents, 


becomes its customers ; and when a os great | 


cities of the Empire we can offer to the Chinese 
all the useful and amusing things which we 

duce. Up tothe present time the trade of China 
appears to have been only a distribution to 
cotton fabrics and opium, it is surely time 
that other industries were admitted to 
share the entrance into those distant but 
immense markets, open to more than 300 
millions of men, and it is the interest of the repre- 
sentatives of those other industries to demand the 


opening of Peking as the first step to the introduc- | 


tion of their productions into the whole of China. 
The possibility of arriving at this result does not 
seem entirely unthought of by the Government of 
Great Britain, for it has quite lately established a 
Consulate at Peking, doubtless with the exequatur 
of the Emperor; it is, therefore, very natural to 
suppose that it has not acted in this way except 
with the view of extending its trade in that direc- 
tion. The right acquired by Great Britain of hav- 
ing a Consul at Peking secures the same right to,all 
the other powers, in virtue’ of the clause intro- 
duced into the treaties ting to all nations the 
same privileges as have been accorded to any one 
of them, 

Would it not also be of advantage to the diplom- 


atic Legations at Peking to have beside them a_ 


colony of Europeans (comprising bankers among 
others) in addition to missionaries and physicians 
~—the only non-official persons who are at present 
allowed to reside there? There is no reason for 
excluding other Jesidents, for trade could not give 
rise to those troubles which might be objected 
against missionaries, who nevertheless find them- 
selves installed for twelve years in the very citadel 
of Chinese susceptibility. 

It is not intended to consider here the existin 
or future influence of Japan on the relations o 
China with the other powers. It is possible that 
an.alliance which would be the result of a cor- 
dial understanding between these two nations 
of the Far-East would not be, in certain 
circumstances, favourable to Westerns; in like 
manner serious differences between them would 
produce inconveniences which it is not necessary to 


particularise. If the desire for pro in Japan 
finds imitators in China so much the better ; but 


meanwhile it will not be advisable for the powers 
to desist from their representations at Peking to 
obtain desired improvements, and to do away with 


the impression that their influence suffers by com- | 


parison with that which the Japanese enjoy. 

To conclude this rapid exposition, would it be 
presumptuous to say that the existing Situation in 
China is at this moment serious, or at least 
embarrassing for the Western powers? An 
almost evenly poised equilibrum already exists 
between progress and reaction, and an atom thrown 
into one scale or the other miglit produce lament- 
able or happy consequences. In the presence of 
two opposed systems the equilibrium is maintained 
with difficulty, and it remains to be seen to whom 
it will be given first to make it incline to his side. 
The powers which represent progress and which 
take their stand on their right seem to have the 
best chance of success. We must pray for the 
success of their mission to complete the relations 
with. this vast Empire of which on attempt has 
here been made of give a slight sketch. 
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QUAINT ESSAY ON DOGS. 
WRITTEN BY A SMALL NEW ENGLAND Boy. 


As this is the tale of a dog, it may be inferred that 
every dog has a tail, and that every tale hasa dog. I 
have never seen @ dog's tail run over two feet, but the 
tale of adog can be of any length, and four feet 
always run under the fail, As every dog has its tail, 
and every tale its dog, 80 also bas every tail its wag 
and every wag his tale. A dog can wag its tail one 
day out of two, but a wag can tell his tale eight days 
out of a week, making a total difference between the 
wag of a ftaiiand the tale of a wag of 
two dogs, seven ways and a tail. Mr. Shakespere 
(late of England) says that every dog has his day, but it 
can also be said that every day has its dog, so that we 
have day-dogs and dog-days. Dog-days are twenty- 
four hours long without the tail, but day-dogs and 
watch dogs run to any length if they are not chained. 
A watch dog on land is the same as a dog watch on 
ship-board, but they are entirely different from dog 
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Shek-fook-tak, a boat-man, wa 
death for piracy and murder. T 
Chinese woman was found in 
which showed that the face and 1 


fearfully cuted. 
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(Herald 24th Dee. 


The Christmas holidays promis: 
by the usual amount of gaiety : 
therings. The Banks and Publ 
close, as customary, to-morrow 
following. We wish all our re 
Christmas. 

We are given to understand 1 
thieves are at work in the vicinit 
ment, several Chinese houses havir 
into and plundered. ‘The proximi 
nese New Year, or “settling day, 
a great measure for the activity 
finyered gentry. 

Wild fowl are said to be ver 
the neighbourhuod of Sharp FP 
Woga Channel. 

‘ligers are reported to be con 
deprodations in the neighbourh< 
A gentleman recently arrived fr 
has informed us that in one d 
human lives have been lost, and tl 


are in a state of terror. 


The Rowing Club is, we are gp 
stand, making steady progress. 
are already in training, but pendi 
of the boats ordered from Canto 
work has not been commenced. 

The dwelling of the Constable 
Vice Consulate, Psgoda Anchorag 
into. and robbed afew days ayo, 
dollars in coin being abstracted. 

A general meeting of member: 
chow Club was held last evenings 
stant, to consider and decide upon t 
of carrying into effect certain propo 
to the enlargement of the Club bu 
sent—Messrs. OrivErR, Ropixs 
WaLkinsHaw, Datrympce, La 
Morais, Tatuam, Hickiine, L 
SHEPPARD, Newson and CU. D. Sy 

Mr. TatHam was voted to the 
behalf of the committee laid befor 
a plan of the proposed additions 
new bar-room, and lavatory. &. a 
cost of $2,000—to meet which the 
the sum of about $1,400 in hand, | 
SHAW proposed, as an amendm 
question be allowed to stand over 
annual general meeting; that th 
commodation was ample, and tl 
existing circumstances it would be: 
to reduce either charges or su 
means of the balance in hand, ‘T' 
was seconded by Mr. DaLrymp: 
being put to the meeting, was re 
votes. The original motion, sec 
HicKLina, was then proposed fi 
and carried by ten votes, after wh 
ing dispersed. | 

We understand that the prop 
ments will be commenced forthwit 


Again another chance has been 
of communion with the outer 
embrace it to forward you the 
items of local news. As is usut 
conversation, let us discass the 


| This has been simply execrable for 
days, Strong gules of wind and : 
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. Januario the Gover- 
1 on March next for 


: Gama has arrived. 
this port, Yokohama 
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8 promise to be marked 
 gaiety and social ga- 
and Public offices will 
-morrow and the day 
| our readers a merry 


erstand that a gang of 
e vicinity of the settle- 
uses having been broken 
proximity of the Chi- 
tling day,” accounts in 
e activity of the light 


o be very numerous in 
Sharp Peak, and the 


0 be commiting great 
ighbourhood of Amoy. 
rived from that port 
in one district several 
st, and that the ,eople 


we are given to under- 
yrogress. Several ciews 
but pending the arrival 
ym Canton, really hard 
enced. 

Sonstable at the British 
Anchorage, was broken 
days ago, about thirty 
tracted, 
f members of the Foo- 
st evening, the 23rd in- 
cide upon the expediency 
tain propositions relative 
e Club building. Pre- 
. Ropixson, Lavrizs, 
mpLe, Lay, WILLiaMs, 
‘KLING, Laon, Sayce, 
1G. D. Smiru. 
ted to the chair, and on 
laid before the meeting 
additions, embracing a 
tory. &c. at un estimated 
which the committee had 
)in hand, Mr. WaLkIn- 
1 amendment, that the 
tand over until the next 
x; that the present ac- 
ye, and that under the 
| would be more judicious 
ges or subscription, by 
. hand, The amendment 
DaLRYMPLE, and upon 
ig, was rejected by nive 
1otion, seconded by Mr. 
roposed from the chuir, 
s, after which the meet- 
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Le soussigné livre a la publicité les pages 
suivantes pour satisfaire aux sollicitations des amis, 
qui ont voulu connaitre les résultats de son expé- 


rience en Chine, pendant un séjour de treize ans. 


* 

> 

et 

ae 

* 
ei 
aos = 
¥ 4 

ey 
% 

ra 

= 
c.f 
oe 

a 
» FS 
4 
+ 
j | 
: is 
» # 
B23 £ 
Be A 

‘ 2 
eit 
tf 
a a 
a - 

4 

-_ 


THOMAS FERGUSSON oc CHEFOO. 


ihe 


- SITUATION EN CHINE 


ao 


eee. P 
pee tS / ae 4 
i i ee Ee i a 


+ 
* 
bx 


— 


yt 


ap ae 


“ieee IIE, Ce gnc ERIE A ELAR ete 


SITUATION EN CHINE 


f 


. 1861-1873 


ee a i 
LONDRES . BRUXELLES & LEIPZIG 
TRUBNER & C¥ ~  C. MUQUARDT 
LIBRAIRES-EDITEURS Henry MERZBACH, tpirevr 
LUDGALE RILL, 57 & 59 LIBRAIRE BE LA COUR : x 


1874 


quesin SL OR AE. ST Ee EO 


te taarcineliill 


ome 


‘APERCU 
| DE 


LA SITUATION EN CHINE 


1861-18783 


_ -— — 
————— 


fl y @ maintenant environ une douzaine d’années que les 
Etats-Unis d’Amérique, la France, la Grande-Bretagne et 
la Russie ont conclu des traités avec la Chine, et!’on croyait | 
alors, que par leur moyen, des conditions satisfaisantes 
avaient été établies pour assurer une entente permanente 
dans les relations commerciales et politiques, qui désor- 
mais devraient étre considérées comme de droit, entre le 
gouvernement chinois et les puissances contractantes. 

Depuis lors, d’autres nations européennes, l'Autriche, 
la Belgique, l’Espagne, I'Italie, les Pays-Bas et la Prusse 
représentant aujourd hui presque toute l’Allemagne, ont 
fait de pareilles conventions avec la Chine, de maniére 
que, au point de vue de histoire, on dirait qu’entre tous 
les principaux pays du monde et la Chine, la meilleure 
entente devrait subsister dims leurs relations mutuelles 
sur toutes les questions possibles. 


Cependant aujourd’hui, l’opinion publique est presqu’u- 
nanime, pour constater que l'état dela Chine vis-a-vis des 
autres puissances est loin de répondre 4 lespoir qu’on 
avait congu en faisant ces traités avec « l’Empire du 
milieu », et méme que la maniére d’agir du gouvernement 
chinois laisse beaucoup 4 désirer dans certaines questions 
que lon croyait enti¢rement décidées par suite de sa 
reconnaissance des droits des autres nations. 

Il y a méme un pressentiment assez répandu, que le 
gouvernement chinois, au lieu de prendre dans la famille 
des nations, la place qui lui a été reconnue par les traités 
comme un droit, cherche de nouveau 4 s’isoler, et qu’il 
nattend que des circonstances favorables pour s’écarter 
de ses obligations et priviléges internationaux, et forcer 
tous les sujets des autres puissances, sauf ceux employés 
4 son service, quitter un jour ou l'autre le territoire chi- 
nois. On entend méme dire qu'il ne serait pas faché de se 
débarrasser de la présence 4 Peking des légations diplo- 
matiques étrangéres. Selon toute probabilité, cette appré- 
hension n’est pas encore prés de se réaliser, mais l'on 
ne peut guére se rendre compte de la situation en Chine 
sans y préter une certaine attention. I] est possible qu'elle 
ne doive son existence qu’a l’agitation soigneusement 
propagée par le parti des letirés, qui font circuler de 
temps en temps des bruits alarmazits, de nature a habi- 
tuer la population 4 croire que.le départ des étrangers 
est possible, et dans le but aussi d’inquiéter ces der- 
niers sur la stabilité de leur position dans ce pays. 
Si le gouvernement chinois n’en est pas entiérement 
responsable et complice, il ne cherche pas 4 empécher ces ~ 
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intrigues du parti exclusiviste, et ainsi le pressentiment 
se trouve en quelque sorte justifié. 

Il y aencore a signaler comme élément de la situation, 
l’existence d’un mécontentement général parmi les négo- 
ciants étrangers en Chine, qui se plaignent que les auto- 
rités chinoises cherchent a entraver leur commerce partout 
ot elles le peuvent, et a s’opposer au développement qu'il 
pourrait prendre en vertu des traités. Le bruit court qu'il 
ne manque pas d'indices établissant que le gouvernement 
chinois cherche par des manceuvres habiles 4 déloger le 
commerce étranger de tous les ports de la Chine excepté 
de celui de Shanghai, et 4 forcer les négociants de se re- 
plier sur cette ville, afin de n’avoir qu’un seul point de 
contact avec les étrangers. Partout on entend se plaindre 
de ce que les négociants chinois absorbent le commerce 
dans les ports de second rang, alors que dans le commen- 
cement il était entre les mains des étrangers, et on a rai- 
son de croire que ce résultat est en grande partie causé 
par l’action des autorités. On entend dire que les Chi- 
nois ont regu le mot d’ordre de n’acheter que le strict 
nécessaire aux commergants étrangers qui y sont établis, 
et daller de préférence 4 Shanghai pour faire leurs 
emplettes. Ainsi 4 Tientsin, une des villes les plus impor- 
tantes pour le commerce d’importation de la fabrication 
étrangére, les négociants européens ont presque disparu, 
et il ny est guére resté que les agents des bateaux 4 
vapeur qui y apportent les marchandises de Shanghai 
et du midi de la Chine; mais ceci encore ne tardera 
pas & leur étre enlevé, car les Chinois, assistés par 
largent du gouvernement et protégés par de hauts fonc- 


tionnaires, ont organisé une compagnie de bateaux 4 va- 
peur, pour transporter partout les marchandises, et spé- 
cialement 4 l’important marché de Tientsin; de plus ils 
se vantent que d'ici 4 quelques années aucun bateau ap- 
partenant aux étrangers ne naviguera sur le Pejho ni sur 
Yang-tze-Kiang. La fermeture du port de Tientsin a 
méme été déja sérieusement proposée aux agents officiels 
étrangers, sous prétexte que les intéréts de leurs natio- 
naux y avaient tellement diminué, qu’ils ne pourraient étre 
blessés par cette mesure. L’atteinte que cela edt porté a la 
sécurité des légations 4 Peking, a détourné pour le moment 
la réalisation de ce projet, mais le gouvernement chinois 
n’a pas renoncé & son idée premiére dé demander la fer- 
meture du Peiho au commerce étranger, quand les négo- 
ciants découragés par le manque absolu d'affaires se ver- 
ront obligés de s’en éloigner. | 

Dans toute la Chine ces derniers se plaignent encore 
que les légations diplomatiques 4 Peking, établies princi- 
palemerit pour appuyer le commerce, y sont indifférentes, 
etnégligent leurs intéréts. Il y a peut-étre ici de l’exa- 
gération, quoique les négociants en général soient assez 
pratiques, pour ne se laisser influencer que par des cir- 
constances qui-ont dd se manifester avec' assez de force 
pour produire une telle opinion dans leurs esprits. Quoi 
qu'il en soit il est de fait que partout dans les cercles 
commerciaux en Chine, il y a un sentiment de méfiance 
contre le gouvernement chinois et un manque de confiance 
dans les légations diplomatiques, parce que celles-ci sont 
censées n’ayoir pas fait de leur mieux pour les protéger. 

La conclusion 4 en tirer est donc qu’au lieu d’étre 


satisfait des progrés faits avec le gouvernement chinois 
pendant les douze années qui viennent de s’écouler, comme ’ 
on avait le droit d’espérer, l'on est, selon quelques uns, 
vis-A-vis de lui, dans la méme position ov I’on était 4’épo- 
que de la signature dés traités, et que méme, selon d’au- 
tres, l’on est entré dans une période de décadence pendant 
laquelle les gouvernements étrangers ont souffert dans 
leur prestige, et ont méme perdu du terrain, quant a leur 
influence, dans leurs relations avec le cabinet de Pe- 
king. D’autres soutiennent que la situation est en réa- 
lité meilleure quelle n’est en apparence, quoique le 
progrés soit peu sensible; et l’opinion de ceux-ci a une 
certaine vraisemblance qui cependant ne rencontre que 
peu d’adhérents. Pour appuyer leur opinion ils disent, et 
cela avec beaucoup de raison, que les légations diploma- 
tiques se sont trouvées dans une position 4 la fois nou- 
velle et inusitée, et qu'il est tras difficile de les juger 
d’'aprés les circonstances ordinaires ; que maintenant elles 
sont arrivées 4 comprendre, par une expérience de douze 
ans, toute la difficulté de traiter avec les hommes d’Etat 
chinois ; qu’elles ont encore pendant ce temps, acquis la 
conviction de leur impuissance 4 les attirer dans la bonne 
voie par leurs raisonnements actuels, ce qui les con- 
duira dans l’incontestable nécessité de changer désor- 
mais de maniére d’agir 4 leur égard. Ils ajoutent encore 
que les légations diplomatiques, par leur présence auprés 
du pouvoir central, ont mis trés souvent le gouvernement 
chinois dans l’embarras en l'empéchant de s‘opposer trop 
ouvertement 4 l’extension de l’influence étrangére dans 
les endroits ouverts au commerce, et qu’ainsi elles y ont 
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exercé une influence véritablement salutaire. De plus que 
les ministres plénipotentiaires ont montré tellement de 
patience, que le gouvernement chinois ne pourra sous 
aucun prétexte accuser les autres puissances de l’avoir 
traité avec brusquerie ou sans considération. Ils ajoutent 
que l’influence morale de la présence des légations étran- 
géres 4 Peking a beaucoup contribué a |’établissement de 
plusieurs institutions charitables et utiles dans la capitale 
de I’Empire, institutions qui produiront un jour un excel- 
lent effet sur; l’esprit des autorités et méme sur le peuple 
chinois. , | 

Tout ceci est trés vrai, mais l’on aurait préféré voir les 
archives des chancelleries diplomatiques, enregistrer quel- 
ques acquisitions notables dues 4 leur intermédiaire, et 
découlant comme ¢onséquence légitime des droits reconnus 
aux étrangers paz les traités de 1860. Malheureusement 
la publicité donnée 4 la correspondance officielle avec le 
cabinet de Peking, ne dévoile que des échecs nombreux, 
et méme les défaites subies par la diplomatie dans ses 
louables efforts pour améliorer la position de ses_natio- 
naux. | 

Il n’en est pas de méme cependant du cété du gouver- 
nement chinois envers les autres puissances. Les douze 
ans qui viennent de s’écouler, lui ont servi 4 se rendre 
compte par lui-méme, de ce que signifiait la présence des 
représentants des puissances. Le manque d’unanimité 
dans leur politique coopérative, les désunions et les appa- 
rentes diversités d’intéréts sur une multitude de choses, 
lui ont ainsi fourni l'occasion d’exercer toute l’intelligence 
dont il est capable, et de juger, par expérience, quel 
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succés il peut se Sa dans l'avenir pour sa page te 


exclusive. 

L’audience derniérement accordée par Pihabdine de 
la Chine aux ministres plénipotentiaires, promet d’avoir 
une trés grande importance quand elle sera portée a la 
connaissance du peuple, bien qu'elle n’ait pas encore 
amélioré la situation. Les froides formalités qu’on y a 
observées n’ont donné que des preuves du peu d’empres- 
sement du gouvernement chinois 4 entamer des relations 
cordiales avec les autres souverains dont il avait été a 
méme de connaitre les représentants ‘pendant tant 

d’années. 

On peut se faire encore une idée par la correspondance 
officielle, comment le gouvernement chinois considére les 
autres puissances. Il a tellement profité de son appren- 
tissage dans la diplomatie internationale, qu'il a été jus- 
qu’a essayer d’éclairer ses instituteurs involontaires. 
_En passant en revue les transactions diplomatiques des 
derniers dix ans, les hommes d’Etat chinois peuvent bien 
se féliciter de n’avoir rien cédé d’important aux instances 
faites par les plénipotentiaires, pour mettre en pleine 
vigueur l’esprit de leurs traités. 

Si pourtant on tourne les regards vers le peuple chi- 
nois, on verra qu'il s'est produit une grande amélioration 
dans les rapports des nationaux avec les sujets des autres 
puissances quils ont eu l'occasion de fréquenter. Ceci 
est de la derniére importance pour porter un jugement 
sur la situation en Chine, car il s‘ensuit que si l’on pou- 
vait étendre ces rapports mutuels, tout le peuple chinois 
ne tarderait pas longtemps 4 suivre ces exemples de cor- 
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dialité, 4 vivre en bonne amitié avec les autres habitants 
du monde, et a s’assimiler une partie de leurs idées. 
Les Chinois qui ont. eu occasion de vivre en paix avec 
les étrangers, sont maintenant habitués 4 voir et 4 em- 
ployer avec plaisir et bénéfice les bateaux a vapeur, le 
télégraphe, les machines industrielles, l’éclairage au gaz, 
et d'autres produits de l'ntelligence occidentale; et il 
serait impossible de les persuader de la supériorité de 
leur ancienne soi-disant civilisation, ot toutes ces inven- 
tions utiles ne figurent pas, et de les leur faire volontai- 
rement abandonner. } 

Il en résulte que la partie du peuple chinois qui a ac- 
quis l’expérience des étrangers, poursuit, vis-A-vis des 
autres nations, une toute autre voie que celle d’antago- 
nisme dans laquelle son gouvernement persiste toujours. 
Mais ceci doit étre attribué plutét 4 l'impuissance de ce 
dernier & obliger ses sujets de le suivre, contre leurs con- 
victions, dans des idées exclusives, qu’é son désir de les 
laisser faire A leur gré. En effet, son inaction a cet égard 
est causée par son désir de ne pas se montrer en opposition 
ouverte avec les étrangers, dans les ports de commerce 
ou ses obligations sont connues; car dans l’intérieur de 
la Chine, ov il n'y a pas toujours a craindre de parattre 
en contradiction avec les traités, o4 le peuple n’entend 
pas de raisonnements propres 4 lui enseigner la vérité, 
les autorités chinoises ne cachent pas 4 leurs sujets l’anti- 
pathie qu’elles entretiennent, et qu’elles ne cessent pas 
d’encourager par des publications calomnieuses, La mu- 
tuelle fréquentation des Chinois avec les autres peuples 
du monde, est l’espoir et la clef de la situation future en 
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Chine; lon ne saurait trop travailler pour y arriver, et 
pour faire comprendre au gouvernement chinois qu'il est 
de son plus grand intérét, pour éviter dans l'avenir tout 
désaccord avec lés autres nations, de faire que son peuple 
les connaisse de prégs dans le plus bref délai possible. 

Plus on pourra introduire les étrangers de |’Occident 
dans l’Empire, plus il deviendra facile d’établir des 
relations amicales entre lui et le reste du monde, et la 
diplomatie chinoise de l'avenir sera grandement débitrice 
des bonnes relations qui auront depuis longtemps existé 
dans les ports ouverts. 

Des inconvénients se produiront sans doute, comme il 
sen produit partout, dans les rencontres de races diffé- 
rentes, mais d’aprés l’expérience acquise, on peut se 
convaincre que les Chinois ne sont pas ceux qui ont raison 
de craindre d’y perdre, et l’avantage général des commu- 
nications internationales est si universellement reconnu, 
que les inconvénients seront presque nuls en comparaison 
avec celui-ci. rs 

Les chemins frayés par le commerce depuis l’antiquité 
jusqu’é nos jours, ont.toujours été des sentiers de paix et 
de prospérité mutuelles. 

Le massacre de Tientsin en 1870 présente sans doute 
une terrible exception 4 cette entente amicale entre les 
Chinois et les Européens, mais cet horrible crime a 
été précisément. perpétré, par une foule de gens qui 
n’avyaient pas eu loccasion de bien connaitre les Euro- 
péens, et cui étaient poussés par leurs chefs a cet acte de 
violence, pour des motifs politiques habilement cachés sous 
un faux zéle pour le sentiment populaire de l’amour de 
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la progéniture nationale. Rour mieux exciter le peuple 
on lui fit croire, bien 4 tort,\que les Européens avaient 
tué les enfants, et avaient voulu par ce moyen arriver 4 
la destruction de la race chinoise. Si la population de 
Tientsin avait pu connaftre par une expérience suffisante, 
lceuvre charitable contre laquelle elle avait été si folle- 
ment soulevée par les intrigants et les mal-intentionnés, 
elle n’aurait jamais commis les barbaries qui furent le 
résultat naturel de son ignorance. 

Il n’est pas opportun de discuter ici 4 fond, les raisons 
possibles ou probables de l'antagonisme du gouvernement 
chinois envers les étrangers, antagonisme qui a causé tant 
de désappointements, de mécontentements et d’appréhen- 
sions. Peut-étre a-t-on exagéré et mis sur la conscience 
du gouvernement les menées et les desseins du parti 
_opposé aux étrangers, formant un véritable imperium 
in imperio, mais ce parti n’aura jamais la moindre chance 
de succés contre la ferme volonté du gouvernement, qui 
peut-étre tolére seulement pour des motifs de politique in- 
térieure, la manifestation qu'il exprime de son mécon- 
tentement des changements qui ont eu lieu. 

On ne doit pas cependant oublier ici que le sentiment 
de la dignité et de l'amour-propre national, le sou- 
venir de son ancienne splendeur, que l'on prétend 
froissé par un attentat imaginaire contre son indépen- 
dance, ont été beaucoup exagérés en rendant compte 
de la situation actuelle. Il en est de méme de la théo- 
rie de la crainte d’un soulévement populaire contre 
l’introduction des étrangers, basée sur les préjugés doc- 
trinaires des Chinois; car cette crainte est complétement 
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en contradiction avec l’indifférence maintenant reconnue 
de ce peuple, du moment qu'il ne s'agit ni deson bien- 
étre matériel présent, ni de son désir d’avoir des. descen- 
dants pour lui survivre. Aussi, l’appel qu’on entend 
faire constamment an sentiment du Feng-Shui, n’est fondé ¥ 
sur aucune doctrine dogmatique, mais sur le prétendu i 
effet g6omantique que certaines choses produiraient sur la | 
santé, la prospérité, la proléficité des vivants, et sur la ie 
tranquillité des morts. Un document remarquable pré- 
senté 4 l’Empereur de la Chine, il y a deux ans, traite a “eh Te 
fond la question de divergence entre la nation chinoise et . ie 
les autres peuples: Ce document attribué 4 un célébre : 
homme d’Etat, le feu vice-Roi de Nanking Tseng-Quo- t 
Fan, n’exprime aucun regret, ne dit nullement qued’an- ie 
cienne dignité de I'Empire pourrait étre blessée par 
létat actuel de ses relations avec les autres puissances, 
et il soutient méme spécialement comme thése politique, ‘ 
que la seule raison qui ferait soulever le peuple chinois | : ie 
contre les étrangers, et qui causerait de embarras au 
gouvernement, serait, si les populations se trouvaient 
menacées par ces derniers d’étre privées de leur subsis- a 
tance quotidienne, et de mourir sans laisser de descen- a. 
dants pour les soulager dans l'autre monde par des Ne 
sacrifices et des cérémonies funéraires. Les autres q 
hommes d’Etat chinois qui ont exprimé la raison de leur 
résistance a l'introduction des Européens parmi eux, ont ae 
suivi le méme raisonnement que Tseng-Quo-F an. Ils ont We 
insisté sur ce point que c’était seulement la crainte qu’é- | [3 
prouvait le peuple qu’on lui enlevat ses biens matériels. 
Ils se déclarent les gardiens des ressources du pays, que 
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menacerait Tentrée des étrangers dans l'intérieur de 
lEmpire. : 

Il est difficile de concilier cet amour pour le peuple avec 
la carriére officielle des mandarins, car (4 l'exception de 
quelques sommités) elle ne consiste que dans la spoliation 
des districts soumis 4 leur autorité quand il y régne 
labondance, et dans une indifférence égoiste pour la mi- 
sére de leurs malheureux subordonnés, quand la disette 
ou les inondations viennent les accabler. 

Comparez I’état présent d’une province sous le régime 
exclusif des mandarins, voyez-la affligée par la famine, 
sans moyens de se procurer des provisions dans les autres 
contrées, par suite des mauvaises routes et du manque 
de moyeris de transport, et pensez au bien-éire dont elle 
jouirait si les chemins de fer sillonnaient le pays, portant 
partout les produits des endroits ot régne l’abondance. 

Comparez encore la condition des contrées souffrant 
aujourd’hui d’inondations auxquelles personne ne sait 
obvier, avec ce qu'il en serait si par l’admission des 
étrangers instruits et pratiques et l’adoption de leurs 
moyens mécaniques, tous ces fiéaux étaient restreints 
autant qu'il est donné aux efforts humains de le faire. 

Les mandarins feraient preuve de sollicitude pour 
le peuple, s'ils cessaient de s’opposer 4 l’introduction 
des mesures capables d’alléger les miséres auxquelles 
il est si souvent exposé. Leur prétendu et inefficace 
amour paternel sert seulement d’excuse plausible, 
pour éloigner ceux dont ils désirent l’éloignement pour 
d'autres raisons. Quand ils adressent des mémoires & 
lempereur, ils feignent comme le faisait Tseng-Quo-F'an 
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d’étre inquiets du danger qu’on rencontrerait pour la pros- 
périté publique, si le peuple chinois se trouvait privé de 
son soutien matériel; il serait alors impossible de perce- 
voir les revenus, par suite de son appauvrissement. Ainsi 
ils s'accuseraient de négligence envers l’empereur, si ne 
protégeant pas le peuple contre les dangers dont le mena- 
cent les étrangers, le revenu impérial venait 4 en souffrir ; 
et quand bien méme leur protection exclusive ferait défaut, 
le peuple se souléverait contre le gouvernement impérial | 
et le mettrait dans l’impossibilité de continuer ses relations 
amicales avec les étrangers 

Telle est l’origine de cette théorie d’un non possumus 
déraisonnable avec lequel on a continuellement répondu 
aux demandes tendant 4 la sincére et raisonnable inter- 
prétation des traités, Les hommes d’état de Péking ont 
toujours répété : « Si vous nous obligez de céder a vos 
« droits, yous nous rendrez impuissants et méprisables 
« aux yeux de nos sujets », quoiquils sachent trés bien 
que le peuple chinois est trop habitué 4 respecter ses supé- 
rieurs pour manquer d’obéissance envers eux, du moment 
qu’on le prévient que tout est fait avec leur sanction. ‘La 
vraie réponse a toutes les difficultés imaginaires qu’on 
jette 4 la traverse des améliorations, est de faire com- 
prendre que le seul motif pour lequel on les demande, est 
d’augmenter et de faciliter les relations de commerce et 
d’entreprises qui, d’aprés une expérience de douze ans, 
‘ne peuvent étre qu’avantageuses 4 tous ceux qui y sont 
intéressés, et surtout au peuple chinois et 4 son gouver- 
nement par le développement des ressources de |’Empire. 

Un autre motif possible de l’opposition du gouverne- 
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ment chinois, serait la crainte mal fondée que si les étran- 
gers étendaient leurs relations avec ses sujets, ceux-ci 
acquéreraient de nouvelles idées politiques qui produi- 
raient parmi eux du mécontentement et le désir de chan- 
gements dans l’exercice de I'autorité souveraine. Le gou- 
vernement chinois cependant n’a jamais manifesté aucune 
- appréhension a cet égard, en supposant qu'il en ait eu la 
pensée. Son opposition aux étrangers serait plutét un des 
résultats naturels deson long isolement du reste du monde, 
et de sa politique fondée sur la pitoyable idée que la Chine 
possédait exclusivement tout ce qu'il y avait de législation, 
d’intelligence ét de bien-étre dans la création. Il com- 
mence & cette heure 4 reconnaftre que cétte idée n’est plus 
soutenable, mais il n’aime pas 4 avouer que les autres 
nations sont plus avancées que lui, et qu’on est ailleurs 
aussi heureux et aussi bien gouverné que dans « |’empire 
du milieu ». La Chine a besoin pour son avantage, d’ap- 
prendre que les autres nations ont une législation basée 
sur la justice et la considération envers tout le monde, 
enseignées l'une et l'autre par la morale chrétienne, dont 
elles ont l’expérience depuis plusieurs siécles, et que le 
respect pour ces lois, chez elles, a fondé et constitue. 
encore la source de leur puissance et de leur prospérité 
sociales. Si la Chine mettait cela en pratique et y émprun- 
tait quelques maximes, ce serait une cause de renouvelle- 
ment pour son énergie et son autorité. 

Pour arriver 4 ce but, c’est ici le moment d’appeler 
lattention des autorités chinoises sur l’expérience ana- 
logue qu’elles ont déja faite, relativement 4 quelques idées 
et & quelques inventions occidentales telles que les ma- 
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chines 4 vapeur, les usines pour fabriquer les compositions 
explosibles, les armes de précision et la tactique militaire, 
fruits de la civilisation occidentale, et de les inviter a juger 
par 14 si les Européens et les Américains peuvent leur 
enseigner quelque ¢hose d'utile dans les autres sciences 
sociales. | 

Il est probable que les Chinois ont adopté ces inven- 
tions matérielles pour se préparer 4 l’attentat de rentrer 
un jour dans leur ancienne séparation du reste du monde ; 
car en admettant chez eux ces améliorations, il est cer- 
tain qu’ils ne se sont jamais ostensiblement extasiés sur la 
réelle supériorité de leurs nouvelles acquisitions, pas plus 
quils n’ont voulu s’avouer débiteurs de l’intelligence des 
étrangers. Enfin, quoiqu’ils se soient laissé attirer dans 
cette voie un peu malgré eux au commencenient, mainte- 
nant qu’ils ont pu en apprécier la valeur par les succés 
quiils ont obtenus en combattant les rebellions, ils sont 
complétement convaincus des avantages de ces innova- 
tions. | : 

Le corollaire de ces expériences devrait donc encou- 
rager les efforts des puissances pour obtenir l’introduction 
de nouvelles inventions, telles que les chemins de fer, les 
télégraphes, etc., et le cabinet de Péking étre d’autant 
plus rassuré qu’en cédant aux suggestions des autres puis- 
sances il sera de plus en plus consolidé et fortifié chez lui. 

Pourtant ce n'est pas entiérement la faute de la Chine 
si l’on n’a pas fait de bons progrés dans les relations inter- 
nationales avec elle. A la fin de la derniére guerre, et 
quand les traités furent signés, en 1860, les puissances 
occupaient une position ayantageuse et bien propre a 


mettre la Chine dans la bonne voie. N’y a-t-il done pas 
un peu de leur faute si elles n’ont pas réussi, et la pre- 
miére conclusion apparente n’en est-elle pas qu'on @ mal 
dirigé Yaffaire, et qu’elles ne se trouvent dans leur posi- 
tion présente que parce qu’elles se sont retirées volontai- 
rement de celle quelles occupaient en 41860, et cela 
devant les instances des chinois qui cherchaient 4 ren- 
trer dans leur isolement. 

Il est possible que la guerre civile dans les Btats- 
Unis d’Amérique, et la guerre de 1871 en Europe aient 
en quelque sorte entravé la pleine action en Chine des 
deux grandes puissances : ]’Amérique et la France. On 
peut ajouter encore, que Pinsuccés des. Frangais et celui 
des Américains en Corée ov ils sont allés pour demander 
satisfaction des massacres de leurs nationaux, a mis ces 
deux puissances dans une fausse position vis 4 vis du 
cabinet de Péking, et que ces regrettables défaites ont 
privé toutes les puissances étrangéres de leur prestige et 
diminué la force de l’opinion existant alors chez les Chi- 
nois qu’elles .possédaient les pouvoirs de ressentir et de 
punir efficacement les injures qu’onleur infligeait. Maisces 
événements n’ont jamais été une cause pour que les négo- 
ciations avec le gouvernement chinois concernant ]'exten- 
sion du commerce et des relations mutuelles fussent inter- 
rompues, et si l’on avait seulement continué a les suivre en 
conformité avec le point de départ de 1860, de bons résul- 
tats eussent été obtenus. 

Les principes qui guidaient la négociation des traités éta- 
blissaient un état de choses facile A suivre, et qui serait 
arrivé & bonne fin. C’est l’oubliqu’on en a fait depuis dans 
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la conduite des négociations, qui a amené en grande 
partie la situation actuelle, On a vu par la correspon- 
dance officielle publiée par les gouvernements occiden- 
taux, qu’on a substitué l’expédient aux principes primitifs, 
et quion a méme cessé de prendre ceux-ci pour base des 
relations mutuelles. Aucun gouvernement représenté a 
Péking n’a voulu insister sur la pleine et entiédre observa- 
tion du vrai sens des traités de 1860. 

Il y a seulement trois ans, 4 I’époque de la révision des 
traités avec la Grande-Bretagne, qu'un des ministres 
plénipotentiaires a. catégoriquement déclaré, comme 
maxime a suivre pour guider les: négociations immi- 
nentes, que tous les droits dont les étrangers jouissaient 
en Chine devaient leur seule origine aux traités conclus 
avec ce pays. Cette déclaration (avec tout le respect dd a 
lillustre diplomate qui I’a formulée) était une erreur fatale 
et un tort fait 4 toutes les puissances, car les Chinois s’en 
sont emparés comme- précédent et s’en sont servis pour 
établir comme corollaire naturel de ladite déclaration, 
qu'on ne peut rien exiger d’eux qui ne soit littéralement 
stipulé dans les conventions qu’ils ont signées. C’était de 
plus une injustice particuliére infligée 4 la Grande-Bre- 
tagne et 4 la France, qui avaient fait la guerre 4 la Chine — 
expressément pour lobliger 4 admetire leurs droits qui 
existaient déja, et per se, d’avoir libre communication avec 
ce pays et le uple. La seule justification de cette guerre 
était le vole la Chine de reconnaitre les droits natu- 
rels des autres nations d'avoir des communications avec 
elle; et ils’ensuit que ces droits ont réellement existé anté- 


rieurement aux traités, qui ne les ont pas créés mais seu- 
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lement reconnus comme équitables. C’était encore mettre 
la civilisation du dix-neuviéme siécle dans la position 
fausse et identiquement semblable a celle que les peuples 
barbares occupaient vis 4 vis des Grecs et des Romains, — 
car ceux-ci avaient aussi pour maxime de leur conduite 
envers les barbares, qu'il n’existait aucune obligation 
internationale avec les exenovdo, ou ceux avec qui l'on 
n’avait pas fait de traités ; et que les autres races hu- 
maines en dehors de ces pactes n’avaient aucun droit 
-naturel a leur considération et 4 leur amitié. 

Ceci est précisément la théorie et la pratique soutenues 
par les Chinois avant la guerre, et on les a combattus 
pour briser a jamais cette intolérable et anormale exclu- 
sion des autres races. Le principe qui justifiait la guerre 
était constaté dans les traités faits lors de la con- 
clusion de la paix, et on a de la peine 4 croire que les 
puissances, qui 4 la suite des succés de leurs armes en 
ont obtenu la reconnaissance, puissent maintenant l’ou- 
blier. | 

Les traités étaient leur propre ouvrage pour formuler 
les conditions de la paix qu’elles faisaient avec la Chine. 
Ce n’était pas un recueil des limites posées par les Chi- 
nois pour régler définitivement les relations qu’ils permet- 
taient aux étrangers d’avoir avec eux; c’était moins 
encore une charte des concessions spontanées par les- 
quelles ils accordaient aux puissances occidentales, des 
priviléges auxquels elles n’avaient aucun droit que par 
faveur et générosité. Il serait par trop humiliant pour la 
Grande-Bretagne, la France et les autres puissances qui 
ont successivement fait de pareils traités, d’admettre la 


possibilité d’une telle interprétation qu’on a cherché der-— 


niérement a leur imposer. 

Sil’on inséra quelques clauses restrictives dans la lettre 
des traités, cela fut fait par les alliés plutét par considé- 
ration pour I’état de ta Chine a la fin de la guerre, et en 
vue de l’inconvénient de porter immédiatement 4 ses der- 
niéres eOnséquences le sens de leurs traités, mais non pour 
restreindre ce sens en aucune maniére, pas plus que pour 
laisser indécise la question des droits déja consacrés avec 
leurs légitimes conséquences pour régler les relations 
éventuelles. 


Le témoignage donné par les plénipotentiaires étran- 


gers qui ont signé les traités, sur leur sens accepté a 
’époque de la signature, est décisif; ils affirment que le 
principe du droit de libres relations avec le peuple et le 
pays de la Chine dans sa pleine signification, était désor- 
mais définitivement établi. Lord Elgin dans la lettre qu'il 
a écrite 4 ses nationaux en Chine pour leur annoncer la 
ratification du traité, explique ce que nous avons dit plus 
haut, avec une clarté qui rend impossible tout malen- 
tendu a ce sujet. 

Nonobstant tout cela, les principes qui guidaient les 
puissances en faisant la guerre a I’Empire, et les hommes 
d’Etat en formulant les traités, ont été partiellement 
perdus de vue, et conséquemment les Chinois ont pris 
lhabitude de repousser les demandes raisonnables des 
puissances, sous prétexte que les demandes n’ont pas été 
explicitement mentionnées dans la lettre des traités, et ils 
vont jusqu’a s’arroger le droit de commenter a leur guise 

la signification des phrases, pour ne rien concéder qu’ils 
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n'y trouvent littéralement selon leur maniére de les inter- — 
préter. 

Il est trés regrettable de voir régner 4 Péking cet 
axidme : que la position des étrangers en Chine ne dépend 
nullement de la reconnaissance naturelle et juste de leurs 
droits, mais entiérement de la bienveillance du gouverne- 
ment chinois ; et que leur résidence dans le pays est seu- 
lement permise par la tolérance de l’empereur. Il n'est pas 
difficile de prévoir que si Yon ne s‘arréte pas dans cette 
voie d’envisager sur cette base nos relations avec la Chine, 


les Chinois seront portés 4 devenir trop entiers dans la ~~ 


révision attendue des traités, et refuseront tout ce qui ne 
sera pas de leur motu proprio. Les-conséquences d'une 
telle impasse sont trop importantes pour permettre de 
l'indifférence 4 les empécher par un retour a la position 
originaire des puissances, et par une détermination a baser 
les futures négociations sur le principe seul d'une com- 
plate liberté de communication, telle que les traités l’ont 
établie avec la nation chinoise. ° 

Les raisons alléguées par les Chinois contre cette libre 
entrée dans leur pays qu’on a dessein d’obtenir, prouvent 
qu'il serait plus facile qu’on ne croit de revenir sur ses pas 
au moment de la discussion. Toutes les fois qu’ils refu- 
sent de céder telle ou telle chose,: en alléguant que cette 
chose’ n’est pas explicitement stipulée par les traités, ils 
ne fondent jamais leur refus sur l'injustice des demandes, 
mais ils l'accompagnent d’un exposé des inconvénients qui 
auraient lieu si on y accédait. Or, il serait trés facile de 
leur démontrer qu'aucun de ces inconvénients ne résulte- 
rait de l'interprétation raisonnable de lesprit des traités. 
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Jasqu'h présent on est tombé dans Ye erreur, 6n ne cher- 
chant pas 4 représenter aux Chinois que leur refus de cer- 
taines choses, était une violation des principes admis par 
les traités. 

On a fait sans doute ces regrettables concessions ? 
propos du sens des traités, pour ménager leurs susceptibi- 
lités et leur montrer qu’on désire traiter avec eux, non 
seulement sur un pied d’égalité, mais encore reconnaitre 


le droit de souveraineté de l'Empereur dans ses états. 


A-t-on cependant jamais considéré, qu'il serait beaucoup 
plus honorable pour les Chinois de leur dire qu'on ne 
demande d’eux que des choses d’un droit universel, exis- 
tant sans qu'il soit besoin de traités, et hors de toute 
question; et qu’en cédant 4 ces demandes, ils se placent 
au niveau des autres puissances auxquelles ils auront le 
droit de demander également tout ce qui est juste, et de 
droit international absolu. Peut-étre les Chinois ne 
seraient-ils pas flattés.d’étre placés sur un pied d’égalité 
avec les autres nations, et préféreraient-ils rester les supé- 
rieurs imaginaires des autres puissances? Mais ceci ne 
peut plus se soutenir, et ce serait perdre son temps que 
de le discuter sérieusement. A Péking on cherche en effet 
4 convaincre les Chinois qu'ils sont traités comme des 
égaux, sans penser a les instruire sur les droits réci- 
proques sans lesquels l'égalité n’est qu'une théorie insou- 
tenable, cette égalité mutuelle des droits internationaux 
étant absolument nécessaire, pour que les traités produi- 
sos Cepia pect réciproque. 

En admettant, que tout ce que fait la Chine pour les 
étrangers n'est que de son motu proprio, les puissances 
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qui ont conclu des traités avec elle, lui permettant de 
s'imaginer qu’elles la considérent comme une nation supé- 
rieure, l’autorisent 4 agir en conséquence, ou bien, la 
placent dans une position inférieure et déshonorante. 
Qu’on réfiéchisse un moment sur les conséquences de 
la maniére maintenant 4 la mode d’envisager les traités. 
Il est reconnu partout que les Chinois ont été forcés 
de les signer, et au lieu de tirer de cette acte coercitif 
une conséquence honorable pour les Chinois, on veut 


en faire pour eux une position honteuse en leur disant : 


« On vous tient A lobservance des traités par ce que 
« vous avez été obligés de les accepter, et non en raison 
« de leur justice. On ne veut pas considérer comme obli- 
« gatoire le sens des dits traités que vous auriez pu 
« signer en sauvegardant votre honneur, mais la lettre 
« que vous avez été forcée de reconnaitre contre vos con- 
« victions. Vous n’avez pas signé un traité dont la justice 
« et les droits des autres nations étaient le principe, et 
« qui aurait été un monument permanent de votre hono- 
« rable entrée dans la famille des nations, mais votre 
« traité vous tient liés par la chaine de la lettre, a cer- 
« taines choses dont vous cherchez en vain 4 vous débar- 
« rasser en en limitant le sens autant que possible. » 
Telle est & peu prés la position humiliante dans 
laquelle on a placé les Chinois, par cette fausse doctrine 
que les étrangers n’ont aucun droit en Chine, excepté 
ceux que la lettre de leurs traités a reconnus. II s’ensuit 
de 14 que les autres puissances, par ces mémes raisons, 
occupent une position dangereuse vis a vis de la Chine; 
car elles pourraient également se dire libres de toute obli- 
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gation, sauf celles qu’elles ont explicitement signées. Il 
y a donc 1a pour tous une fausse position dont on doit 
sortir le plus vite possible. | 
Si on se rappelle cependant tout ce qui est arrivé en 

Chine en conséquence'de l’interprétation favorable des 

traités par les puissances étrangéres, on trouvera des ~ 
preuves abondantes qu’elles n’ont jamais, depuis leur 
signature, manqué de bienveillance pour la Chine, en 
considérant que les traités les obligeaient & tout ce que 
leur sens raisonnable pouvait signifier. En premier lieu, 

la rébellion des Taepings menagait sérieusement 4 une 
certaine 6poque d’étre trés désastreuse pour la-dynastie 
Mantchu, et si l’on avait laissé le gouvernement de Peking 
sans appui pour la réduire, il y a toute probabilité qu’a 
Yheure qu'il est, les princes Wangs gouverneraient 
« Empire du milieu » de leur palais 4 Nanking. Des 
personnes impartiales, et ayantcune connaissance pra- 
tique de la Chine, étaient-de l’opinion que si par suite du 
suceés de la rébellion une nouvelle dynastie chinoise avait 
déplacé le gouvernement actuel de Peking, comme on !’a 
déja vu autrefois dans l’histoire de ’Empire, le commerce 
des étrangers non seulement n’aurait pas souffert, mais 
quil aurait acquis des conditions plus favorables pour son 
accroissement; que la richesse minérale de la Chine 
aurait été développée, et que les chemins de fer et les 
télégraphes auraient trouvé de l’encouragement sous les 
auspices du nouveau souverain. Alors aurait régné dans 
tout ’empire, une immense prospérité, dont toutes les 
nations ayant des relations commerciales avec la Chine 
auraient partagé les avantages. Cependant malgré tout 


cies GR as 
ces bénéfices qu’on pouvoit escompter d’avance, les puis- 
sances ont renoncé & la chance de les voir se réaliser ; 
et la Grande-Bretagne et la France prétant leur assis- 
tance et leurs forces pour réprimer entiérement l'insur- 
rection, ont payé du sang de quelques uns de leurs meil- 
leurs officiers, le succés de la lutte engagée pour la 
défense du gouvernement de Peking. Les deux puissances 
occidentales ont agi ainsi sous l’influence de leurs obli- 
gations consciencieuses d’amitié, et d’un accord mutuel 
avec la Chine qui venait de signer un traité avec elles. 
Cette politique de désintéressement et de dévouement a 
Yégard de leurs ennemis de la veille devenus désormais 
leurs alliés, est la preuve évidente de l’interprétation favo- 
rable qu’elles ont donnée aux traités revétus de leur signa- 
ture. Aucune clause de traité ne stipulait une obligation 
littérale d’appuyer le gouvernement de Peking de cette 
maniére, Il était méme fort douteux qu'il fat de lintérét 
du grand commerce quelles représentaient, d’agir comme 
elles l’ont fait; et cependant, se considérant comme obli- 
gées par le sens de leurs traités d’amitié, elles ont subi de 
grands sacrifices en vue de montrer leur sincérité et leur 
maniére de comprendre leurs obligations. Leur conduite 
jugée d’aprés le principe de non intervention aujourd’hui 
en vogue, serait considérée comme une ingérance 
qu'on devrait éviter; et il a été soutenu, vu l’attitude 
actuelle du gouvernement de Peking aprés avoir regu une 
si puissante assistance, qu'on a commis ld une grande 
erreur politique. Cependant cette décision était le résultat 
d’une bonne et sincére volonté en faveur de la Chine, etle 
souvenir de cette intervention si précieuse pour |’Empe- 


reur, pourra toujours étre invoqué comme preuve de la 
maniére conciliante dont les deux puissances ont alors 
interprété le sens des traités. Ce fut seulement quand on 
eut écrasé les rebelles et que la guerre civile fut ter- 
minée, que les Chinois fjrent appel a la lettre des traités 
pour guider la décision des questions internationales. 

Quoi qu'il en soit, il restera toujours de fait que le tréne 
de Tung-Chi n’existe aujourd'hui que par suite de l’action 
des deux puissances contre les ennemis de sa dynastie, et 
que le régne de ce jeune empereur est le premier dans les 
annales de la Chine, qui doive son commencement assuré, 
4 la signification donnée par les puissances occidentales 
aux obligations qui découlaient de leurs traités. 

Reste a voir si l’Empereur oubliera son devoir de re- 
connaissance envers les puissances pour les bienfaits qu’il 
en a recus, et sil saura imiter l’exemple de désintéresse- 
ment qu’elles ont donné 4 la Chine. I] est encore 4 remar- 
quer que si les puissances n’avaient pas fait la guerre 4 
la-Chine, elles ne se seraiént jamais trouvées dans la po- 
sition de venir en aide au gouvernement de Peking, et que 
celui-ci aurait disparu. 

Le résultat de la guerre et la signature des traités ont 
donc été indirectement avantageux 4 lEmpereur et a la 
famille régnante, qui y ont trouvé, dans un besoin extréme, 
des amis qui lui ont été acquis au prix de la légére mor- 
tification d’une défaite, qui n’a infligé qu’un mal insigni- 
fiant 4 la Chine. — | 

En dehors de cet important appui qui a assuré |’exis- 
tence du gouvernement de Peking, les puissances lui ont 
également prété une assistance importante pour |’admi- 
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nistration de ses finances en donnant une permission ex- 
ceptionnelle & leurs sujets d’entreprendre dans tous ses 
détails la surveillance et la direction des douanes. L’avan- 
tage que la Chine a retiré par |’établissement de la douane 
impériale sous les hospices des occidentaux, n’a été qu’d 
peine reconnu encore par les Chinois, quoique les autres 
nations en aient pu percevoir les conséquences utiles. Ce- 
pendant cela est véritablement un des résultats heureux 
de la guerre et provient indubitablement de la compléte 
exécution du sens des traités. 

Son effet politique et financier sur la Chine, étudié 
avec attention, prouve combien il a contribué 4 la stabi- 
lité et la richesse de l’Empire. La Chine est nominalement 
une monarchie, mais chacune de ses dix-huit provinces 
posséde une autorité et jouit d’une quasi indépendance en 
certaines choses vis-a-vis de l’autorité centrale, qui avant 
la guerre et l’établissement de la douane étrangére était 
encore plus significative quelle nest maintenant. Par la 
perception des revenus dans les ports, au nom de gouver- 
- Nement de Peking, celui-ci a été moralement fortifié. On 
s’est apercu que son droit d’imposer les taxes au commerce 
dans les ports, est réellement supérieur 4 celui des vice- 
rois qui précédemment y régnaient en maitres, et chaque 
année l’Empereur gagnera encore en autorité, et la Chine 
en homogénéité, quand la méme législation et la méme 
autorité prévaudront dans toutes les provinces de Em- 
pire. Il est maintenant d’usage de déférer aux tribunaux 
de Peking les différends commerciaux survenant avec les 
‘ étrangers, différends, qui autrefois étaient du ressort des 
vice-rois ; de sorte que les décisions qui viennent de Peking 
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montrent que c'est le pouvoir central qui.gouverne par- 
tout, ce qui auparavant ne paraissait pas avec tant d’évi- 
dence. 7 

L’administration de la douane étrangére ayant un chef 
qui demeure a Peking, et celui-ci des employés tenus a 
une obéissance parfaite 4 ses ordres, cela donne ce qu'on 
n’avait pas vu jusqu’alors; l’exemple pratique d’un gou- 
vernement central dans la capitale. Et puis le fait seul 
que la douane étrangére a percgu pour l'usage de I’échi- 
qaier impérial, tant de millions de taels pendant les douze 
derniéres années, nest-il pas une preuve combien le 
traité, par lequel son établissement fut permis, a été pro- 
ductif en prospérités pour le gouvernement chinois. On 
peut affirmer sans crainte, que sans l’administration de 
la douane par les étrangers, une minime partie de tout 


cet argent aurait trouvé le chemin de Peking; et il est a — 


espérer que cela a été vu par les autorités sous un jour 
favorable. C’est un modéle d’administration financiére 
donné a4 la Chine, dont elle saura tirer son profit; car 
déja on a parlé d'adopter de semblables arrangements 
pour la perception des revenus intérieurs de Empire. 

li y a parmi les autorités chinoises des hommes qui 
n’aiment pas la douane étrangére. Peut-étre en sont-ils 
jaloux, parce qu'elle les empéche par sa présence, d’ap- 
pliquer a leur propre usage les revenus qui appartiennent 
& l'Empereur. Car les chefs de douanes dans les ports 
occupent a peu prés la méme position vis-a-vis des manda- 
rins, que les Résidents dans I’Inde avaient dans les cours 
des princes indigénes. Les mandarins locaux finiront 
peut-étre, avec leur patience habituelle, par s’accoutumer 
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4 la coopération des étrangers dans l’administration, mais 
ils espérent tous d’avoir un jour ou l'autre l’occasion de 
sen débarrasser, ce qui sert 4 prouver une fois de plus 
combien le systéme introduit par les traités a apporté 
d’avantages au gouvernement central de Peking. 

Il y a eu dans le commencement entre la communauté 
commerciale en Chine et la douane étrangére, des diffé- 
rends qui ont fait contester momentanément par quelques 
uns, l'utilité de cette institution; mais ces différends qui 
étaient causés par le zdle excessif des employés, ont été 
heureusement aplanis, et aujourd’hui personne n’apprécie — 
plus favorablement que les négociants, l’utilité de la 
douane étrangére. Les tables statistiques sur le commerce 
de la Chine, tables qui doivent leur existence 4 cette admi- 
nistration, sont d’une grande valeur et suffiraient seules 
_ pour compenser les obstacles qui ont entravé, dans le com- 
mencement, la liberté de commerce telle quelle est re- 
gardée en Chine, La lumiére jetée sur le trafic par les 
statistiques de la douane, a donné de la Chine une con- 
naissance plus exacte quon n’aurait jamais pu lavoir 
sans ces documents précieux ; et tous ceux qui sont inté- 
ressés dans le commerce, ont été heureux d’en pouvoir 
tirer avantage. Le travail soigneux et éclairé de ses em- 
ployés a aussi rendu de grands services au gouvernement 
chinois ; car par ce moyen, il s'est procuré sur ses rela- 
tions commerciales avec le monde extérieur, des détails 
et un meilleur jugement qu'il n’avait jamais pu obtenir 
auparavant ; et méme d’aprés ce qu'on en peut juger, il a 
obtenu sur le commerce de la céte des renseignements 
précieux bien qu’incomplets, par la raison que le com- 


—s— 


merce des j jonques n'est pas encore soumis d Vadministra- 
tion de la douane étrangére. 

L’apparition a l’exposition de Vienne des produits de 
la Chine parmi ceux des autres nations, doit son existence 
principalement 4]'administration de la douane étrangére. 
Des particuliers et des négociants y ont bien contribué au 
moyen de collections choisies avec beaucoup d’intelligence, 
mais la douane a organisé avec une grande habileté, une 
collection universelle d’articles qui représentent avec fidé- 
lité et avantage les objets principaux du commerce chi- 
nois, fournissant ainsi 4 ceux qui désirent en faire leur 
profit, un excellent moyen d’étudier les ressources de cet 
Empire. Le gouvernement chinois doit encore a ses agents 
occidentaux d’avoir fait connaitre ses productions en Eu- 
rope en 1873. Déja en 1867, & l’exposition universelle de 
Paris, la Chine avait figuré par les soins et aux frais du 
gouvernement francais, mais dans l'occasion présente, 
c'est le gouvernement chinois lui-méme, représenté par 
ses agents les plus éclairés, qui se place A cété des 
autres nations pour les renseigner sur ce qu’on trouve de 
remarquable dans son vaste Empire. 

Sil y a eu des inconvénients produits par |’établisse- 
ment de la douane, ce ne sont pas les Chinois qui peuvent 
sen plaindre. N’est-il pas admissible en effet que le gou- 
‘vernement chinois ait exigé des chefs et de ses autres em- 
ployés, plus que les puissances signataires des traités 
n’avaient l'intention de permettre. Par exemple : des ren- 
seignements et des conseils politiques dans les discussions 
avec les légations diplomatiques et les consulats ; la tra- 
duction-des articles politiques des journaux étrangers qui 


iin ake 


touchaient certaines questions intéressant le Tsung-li- 
Yamen et le Taotais; la médiation officieuse avec les plé- 
nipotentiaires étrangers et méme indirectement avec les 
gouvernements des puissances, surtout dans la révision 
des traités; la tentative de substituer l’inspecteur général 
des douanes aux légations, 4u moyen de I’invitation faite 
par celui-ci aux chambres de commerce de lui envoyer 
leurs idées sur la révision des traités ; la mission Burlin- 
gham suggérée et organisée par la coopération de I’in- 
—specteur général des douanes 4 Peking; l’acquisition et 
l'armement des navires de guerre ; l’appui donné au ca- 
binet de Peking, par la création d'un journal destiné a le 
soutenir : les discussions dans le journal officiel de la 
douane sur le consulat de Hong-Kong, et méme des 
observations hostiles aux droits de la Grande-Bretagne 
de ne conserver la possession de cette colonie qu’a cer- 
taines conditions. Tout ceci le gouvernement chinois I’a 
exigé de ses employés, alors que selon la lettre des traités 
on aurait pu lui contester le droit de le faire; mais ona 
consenti 4 fermer les yeux sur tout cela, parce que le sens 
des traités semblait pouvoir le leur permettre. Peut-étre 
ce mélange d’occupations politiques, avec la surveillance 
des revenus maritimes, ne nuira-t-elle pas a l’influence 
et Ala permanence de cette administration. de la douane 
étrangére, 4 moins que le gouvernement de Peking ne se 
décide & soustraire ses employés 4 leur position am- 
bigué, en les accréditant ouvertement comme ses agents 
politiques aussi bien que financiers. Alors on ne pourra 
plus tirer exception de leur situation si anomale aujour- 
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Les bonnes dispositions des puissances pour le gouver- 
nement chinois, ont été encore manifestées par la permis- 
sion accordée 4 quelques uns des membres de la diplomatie 
ou du corps consulaire auxquels on avait prodigué des 
soins continuels pour eur apprendre le Chinois, d’ac- 
cepter des emplois de ce gouvernement et de lui rendre 
des services. La lettre des traités n’avait fait aucune men- | 
tion de semblables concessions, mais comme elles sem- 
blaient la conséquence légitime de leur interprétation on 
les ‘a faites avec plaisir. 

Ajoutez.encore I’établissement des arsenaux ou se fa- 
briquent maintenant toutes sortes d’armes et de munitions. 
Tout cela est l’couvre des étrangers, autorisés par leur 
gouvernement 4 rendre ces services aux Chinois, alors 
méme qu'il n'existait aucune clause dans les traités com- 
portant une telle concession. C’est encore par la bonne 
volonté des puissances étrangéres, que les Chinois ont 


obtenu le concours des officiers pour discipliner leurs 


troupes, et leur enseigner la tactique militaire. Evidem- 
ment des exceptions eussent pu étre faites, mais comme 
tout cela semblait étre conforme au sens des traités, on a 
laissé une liberté compléte aux sujets occidentaux de s’oc- 
cuper de ces entreprises. | 
Un autre bon effet des traités, a été de faire reconnaitre 
par la Chine la légitimité de la propagation de la religion 
chrétienne par des missionnaires sujets des puissances, 
et ceux-ci ont déja effectué un bien dont le gouvernement 
chinois aura éventuellement l’avantage. Malheureusement 
quoique la prédication de la doctrine chrétienne ait eu 
des succés auprés de quelques individus ou méme dans 
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de petites communautés de néophytes, ses résultats mo- 
raux ne sont jusqu’é présent visibles, ni dans la nation | 
chinoise ni dans ses gouvernants. L'introduction de la 
religion chrétienne en Chine ne procéde pas différemment 
de ce qu’on a vu chez les autres nations; elle s’accomplit 
lentement, mais.il est 4 espérer que le temps arrivera ou 
toute la nation sera imprégnée du levain de la vérité, de 
la miséricorde; qu’elle connaitra et adorera le vrai Dieu, 
et jouira de la connaissance consolante de l’influence civi- 
lisatrice de la religion chrétienne, qui simplante mainte- 
nant avec patience et tranquillité dans les Ames de ses 
enfants. Alors on pourra apprécier les avantages qu'elle 
se sera attirés en ouvrant son pays par les traités, a l’'in- 
troduction de la vérité révélée. On peut prévoir combien 
la Chine gagnerait dans ses relations avec les puissances 
chrétiennes, et dans son administration intérieure, si le 
caractére et l’intelligence de ses hommes d’Etat et de ses 
magistrats étaient éclairés par les maximes de l’Evangile. 
Sa législation n’aurait plus cet arbitraire et cette cruauté 
qui ont nécessité les clauses d’exterritorialité insérées 
dans les traités. Sa politique cesserait d'étre exclusive, 
fausse et trompeuse, ce qui a causé tant de guerres et 
malheurs. Son administration devenue providentielle pour 
tous ses sujets, ne songerait plus 4 refuser l’entrée des 
étrangers dans l’intérieur de Empire. 

Les puissances qui, en signant des traités avec laChine, 
ont eu l’honneur de représenter le christianisme; ne sem- 
blent pas attacher maintenant assez d’importance a l’as- 
sistance que les maximes chrétiennes apporteraient dans 
leurs transactions avec Peking, si son cabinet les appli- 


quait. A présent, les hauts fonctionnaires chinois ne se 
font aucun scrupule de dire les faussetés les plus effron- 
tées, ou de s’écarter de leurs promesses les plus solen- 
nelles. La conduite de ceux qui étaient impliqués dans le 
massacre de Tientsin (1870), dé méme que le meurtre des 
chefs de Taepings, aprés l’assurance donnée au comman- 
dant anglais que la vie leur serait assurée, sont des preuves 
évidentes du manque de bons principes chez les sommités 
chinoises. Un’ élément, considérable dans les relations 
internationales avec la Chine, serait d’assurer chez elle 
la reconnaissance de la vérité ou l’obligation de la dire 
comme une vertu qui rend les hommes respectables, et 
que la fidélité dans l’observation des promesses est ce qui 
les rend honorables. Enfin que.la violation de ces deux 
qualités discrédite ceux qui transigent avec elles au point 
de faire perdre toute confiance dans leurs assertions ou 
dans leurs actions. Les gouvernements étrangers ne pour- 
raient manquer d’y gagner, si, en vue de faire pénétrer 
ces idées dans esprit des Chinois, ils obtenaient encore 
de nouvelles facilités pour la libre prédication et la libre 
adoption de la religion chrétienne dans tout l’Empire. 
C'est principalement parce que les Chinois sont paiens, 4 
qu ils sont exclusifs ; et il est trés curieux, mais néanmoins ~ | : 
trés vrai, que les puissances, en voulant traiter avec la ' 
Chine sur'un pied d’égalité, agissent comme si elles avaient \: 
-affaire A des chrétiens. Elles ne tiennent aucun compte 
de leur ignorance de ce qui constitue le droit, et peut-étre 
est-ce pour se débarrasser de l’obligation de le leur en- 
seigner (ce qui serait plus facilement effectué par le chris- 
tianisme), que la question du droit a été écartée, et qu’on 
) 8 
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y a substitué des obligations découlant seulement de la 
lettre des traités. 3 

Derniérement le gouvernement chinois a témoigné le 
désir de limiter les droits des missionnaires catholiques 
relativement a la religion, au moyen d'une nouvelle con. — 
vention; mais heureusement pour la Chine, les puis- 
sances ont refusé avec fermeté de sanctionner ce chan- 
gement dans la législation. On fut méme trés étonné de 
cette proposition faite par le cabinet de Peking, car 
Tseng - Quo-F'an, dans le mémoire déja mentionné, insiste 
beaucoup sur l’inutilité de s’occuper des progrés du chris- 
tianisme en Chine, parce que le confucianisme était telle- 
ment invulnérable, qu'on devrait se montrer indifférent a 
la prédication des autres croyances. Sans doute la dé- 
péche du Tsung-li-Yamen exagérait l'influence et les effets 
sociaux et. politiques des missions catholiques, et on y a 
entrevu une raison de douter si cette démarche émanait 
des Chinois eux-mémes, ou si quelques étrangers ne les 
avaient pas poussés 4 cette déclaration contre la religion 
catholique. Il sera impossible d’éviter le retour des ques- 
tions soulevées dans cette dépéche, le christianisme étant 
aussi contraire au paganisme que le vrai l’est au faux; et 
il y a plusieurs points de contact ot les deux systémes se 
rencontrent de telle sorte, qu’il est possible que la diffé- 
rence, méme dans les affaires sociales ne se remarque pas. 
Il serait mieux d’avouer une fois pour toutes, ce caractére 
réformateur du christianisme, au lieu de nier lexistence 
de certaines différences, ou dé promettre qu’elles n’arrive- 
ront plus, ou qu’elles viennent de causes étrangéres a la 
religion ; on épargnerait ainsi aux Chinois la peine d’exa- 
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gérer les conséquences naturelles de la rencontre du chris- 
tianisme avec leurs croyances. . 

On préparerait la voie 4 un meilleur état de choses , 
en leur montrant les avantages moraux et sociaux qu’en 
ont retirés les pays d’Occident aprés leur conversion. 

Un véritable malheur pour les missionnaires c’est que 
le gouvernement chinois a toujours supposé qu’ils vou 
laient propager une religion nationale quelconque, au lieu 
d’une religion universelle professée par toutes les nations 
chrétiennes, La religion pour les Chinois est censée étre 
une réunion de réglements sociaux; aussi l’introduction | 
d'un culte étranger leur a-t-elle semblé d’aprés cette idée, 
une innovation en faveur de quelque nation particuliére. © 
Ils ont voulu en tirer cette conséquence que le but du - 
christianisme était d’acquérir une influence politique ou 
territoriale pour la ‘nation 4 laquelle les missionnaires 
appartenaient. 

Par exemple la religion catholique est toujours re- 
présentée maintenant comme étant une institution spé- 
cialement francaise, tandis que le protestantisme est 
regardé comme le confucianisme établi en Angleterre et . 
aux Etats-Unis d’Amérique. Les missionnaires catholi- - 
ques, Italiens, Belges, Espagnols et Portugais, sont con- 
sidérés comme Frangais, et il seraitextrémement difficilede - 
persuader aux Chinois que desAnglais ou des Américains 
sont de véritables catholiques. Le seul fait que deux dif- 
férents systémes de christianisme sont présentés 4 leur 
acceptation est assez paradoxal pour les Chinois, car ils 
n’ont pas l'histoire pour leur apprendre que le protestan- 
tisme est une forme récente du christianisme, résultant 


’ 
» pre EE Bie nei EE LE ee 


— 0 — 


d'une séparation de l'ancienne église; mais il leur parait 
encore plus invraisemblable que Angleterre ait jamais 
été catholique, ou que parmi les sujets de la Grande-Rre- 
tagne et de l’Amérique on en trouve actuellement quel- 
ques millions qui professent cette religion. La raison de 
tout ceci se trouve dans le fait que la politique des léga- 
tions de ces deux puissances a toujours été de se déclarer 
identifiée exclusivement au protestantisme quoiqu’elles 
représentent encore des populations catholiques. 

Cetie appréciation 4 propos de la religion chrétienne a 


_ produit de mauvais effets. L’idée que le catholicisme est 


la religion de la France seule, fait croire aux Chinois que 
l’opposition qu’on y fait ne fournira jamais un sujet de 
provocation capable d’'intéresser Amérique et la Grande- 
Bretagne. Le massacre de Tientsin de 1870 présente un 
regrettable incident bien propre 4 confirmer ce malen- 
tendu. 

Parmi les victimes se trouvait une scour de charité 
irlandaise, et le gouvernement anglais déclina toute im- 
mixtion pour obtenir une réparation, laissant au gou- 
vernement francais le soin de régler cette affaire in-globo 
avec celle des scours francaises. En agissant ainsi, la lé- 
gation anglaise ne faisait que se conformer A ses tradi-. 
tions, dans le but d’éviter de s‘identifier en aucune facon 
avec l’idée qu'il était possible pour la Grande-Bretagne 
d’étre catholique. 

Cet état de choses ne peut pas exister indéfiniment, car 
d’ici 4 un temps peu éloigné les catholiques de la Grande- 
Bretagne, des Etats-Unis d’Amérique et de l’Allemagne, 
désireront partager avec les autres nations catholiques, 
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Yhonneur et le mérite de la conversion de la Chine et des’ 
missionnaires catholiques anglais, américains et alle- 
mands, paraitront dans « Empire du milieu ». Naturel-' 
lement ils réclameront la protection de leurs représentants, 
4 Peking, et ainsi le gouvernement chinois reconnattra 
le fait que la religion catholique existe dans d’autres pays 
que la France. Ces puissances se trouvant ainsi d'une 
certaine maniére solidaires avec la religion catholique, 
un grand avantage en résultera pour la foi. 

Plus on hdtera en Chine I’établissement de missions 
catholiques dirigées par des missionnaires anglais, amé- 
ricains et allemands, plus le succés de l’Evangile gran- 
dira dans ce pays. 

Quant aux missions protestantes, le gouvernement 
chinois se montre teHement indifférent 4 ce qu’elles font, 
qu’on pourrait presque. croire que leur prosélytisme n’a 
pas été trés nombreux, et qu’elles n’ont exercé aucune im- 
portante influence spirituelle sur le peuple, par la prédi- 
cation de leur doctrine; mais elles sont loin cependant 
d’étre sans résultat, et on doit les féliciter surtout des 
succés qu’elles ont eus dans leur apostolat scientifique. 
En effet, depuis quelques années les missionnaires pro- 
testants ont publié en chinois des ouvrages trés utiles sur._ 
la mécanique, la botanique, la médecine, les mathémati- 
ques, l'histoire et la jurisprudence ; ils ont fait parattre des 
traductions en anglais, des livres classiques chinois, et 
des études philologiques de la langue chinoise. Ils ont 
établi des hépitaux et donné des exemples q’humanité et 
de dévouement dans le soin des nombreux malades qui 
viennent demandér leur secours. Ils ont écrit, de leurs 
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voyages dans l’intérieur, des narrations intéressantes qui 
ont ajouté aux connaissances antérieures de la Chine. 
Enfin leur présénce dans le pays a servi 4 habituer les in- 
_ digénes a fréquenter les hommes de l’Occident et a obser- 
ver leurs usages, quoique les erreurs qu’ils ont quelquefois 
commises, erreurs bien excusables chez des personnes de 
leur position, n’aient pas toujours donné aux Chinois une 
opinion favorable des Européens. sts 

Sous quelque face qu'on examine les résultats des trai- 
tés, on les trouvera toujours avantageux aux Chinois, 
méme dans les choses qu'ils croient devoir porter atteinte 
4 leurs intéréts, telle que leur permission d’admettre les 
navires étrangers 4 la navigation des cétes. En ouvrant 
les ports du nord de la Chine au commerce, on avait fait 
des restrictions en faveur de quelques articles ; ainsi dans 
quelques ports on défendait Vexportation de certaines 
denrées qui s’y trouvaient, et bizarrement on la permettait 
dans quelques autres ot elles ne se trouvaient pas. L’in- 
convénient de ces restrictions fut bien vite remarqué, et 
les puissances en 1861, invitérent le cabinet de Peking 4 — 
permettre dans tous les~ports du Nord ce commerce d’ex- 
portation. D’autres difficultés furent soumises 4 l’appré- 
ciation des puissances. On leur disait que si on autori- 
sait les navires étrangers 4 faire concurrence aux jonques 
dans le transport de ces denrées, le cabotage indigéne 
disparaitrait, que les équipages des jonques se trouvant 
sans travail se révolteraient contre le gouvernement qu’ils 
accuseraient de ne pas les avoir protégés, et que de graves 
inconvénients surgiraient pour les populations maritimes. 
Cependant on insista sur ce que le sens des traités avait 
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reconnu le droit d’exporter ces denrées, et que comme 
elles n’existaient pas dans les ports d’od l’exportation était 
permise, on devait étendre cette permission aux autres 
ports de l’Empire. Enfin les Chinois consentirent, et il se 
trouve que l’expérience de douze années démontre com- 
bien de pareilles concessions, loin d’étre nuisibles 4 la 
Chine, y sont vraiment utiles. Ce point est d’autant. 
plus important a constater, qu’il peut servir de précédent 
dans les demandes 4 faire ultérieurement relativement 
aux chemins de fer, quand on y opposera le tort possible 
quils pourraient apporter aux populations agricoles. 
-Onn’a jamais entendu de plaintes sérieuses des popula- 
tions maritimes par rapport 4 la navigation étrangére; si 
ces plaintes avaient eu lieu on les aurait portées 4 la con- 
naissance des puissances, afin de leur prouver l’effet nui- 
sible des traités. Les armateurs des jonques trouvent de 
continuelles occupations pour leurs navires. Dans les ports 
on ne voit pas de jonques démontées ou non employées, 
et sur le grand fleuve le Yang-tze-Kiang ov les bateaux a 
vapeur devraient faire une véritable concurrence aux jon- 
ques, le commerce de ces derniéres va toujours en crois- 
sant, et on les voit aller et venir avec de complets charge- 
ments. Dans les petits ports du littoral chinois, on 
construit de nouvelles jonques pour porter des marchan- 
dises aux grands ports de commerce ouverts aux étran- 
gers, et si la concurrence des vapeurs et des voiliers 
étrangers a détourné les jonques de leurs voyages vers 
les ports éloignés, elles y trouve une large compensation 
dans les fréquents voyages ‘qu'elles font entre les ports 
voisins. Ajoutez a cela qu’anciennement les jonques em- 
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ployées 4 de longs voyages, tels que ceux entre Tientsin 
et Canton, se trouvant trop mal équipées et trop peu 


-convenables pour de si dangereuses traversées, subis- 


saient chaque année de nombreux naufrages. Il en résul- 
tait que la Chine avait souffert ainsi de grandes pertes; 
que des chargements d’une valeur considérable, des jon- 
ques en grand nombre, étaient annuellement engloutis 
dans les parages de I'Empire, et que d’immenses richesses 
échappaient ainsi 4 Etat. Et puis dans ces naufrages les 
Chinois qui naviguaient sur ces jonques étaient noyés ou 
mouraient des suites de ces sinistres, de sorte que l'Empire 
perdait nombre de ses sujets, dont les veuves et les or- 
phelins privés de leurs protecteurs naturels, restaient 
dans la misére et tombaient 4 la charge du pays. La 
presque totalité de ces désastres a été évitée depuis 
qu’il a été permis aux navires étrangers de naviguer sur 
les cétes de la Chine, de maniére que le traité qui en a 
autorisé l'introduction, a apporté de grands avantages au 
lieu du détriment qu'on prédisait. . 

En effet, la Chine est énormément débitrice des me- 
sures qu'elle a consenti a laisser prendre. Tout ce qui lui 
a été demandé, et qu’elle a accordé, a tourné 4 son avan- 
tage. Par la permission d’exporter les féves et les tour- 
taux des ports septentrionaux 4 ceux du Midi, le com- 
merce total dans ces articles s'est élevé 4 un chiffre inoui, 
et les revenus impériaux ont été augmentés en proportion. 
Les planteurs de sucre du midi ont pu se procurer |’en- 
grais pour leurs champs 4 meilleur marché qu’aupara- 
vant, et leurs capitaux en conséquence ont gagné en va- 
leur. Les cultivateurs du Nord ont vendu beaucoup 


davantage, et sont devenus plus riches. Les opérations 
dans ces articles ont été plus fréquentes, et les béné- 
fices annuels plus élevés. Les Chinois empicyés pour 
charger et décharger les navires étrangers, ont recu 
comme ouvriers des salaires supérieurs 4 ceux qu’'ils rece- 
vaient autrefois. La population des ports du Nord s’est 
quadruplée depuis le commencement. de ce commerce. 
Les contrées en proie la disette ont recu des allégements 
au moyen des riz et des grains apportés par les navires 
étrangers, et les produits de toute sorte du nord de la 
Chine ont trouvé un débouché immense dans le midi, par 
ces mémes moyens. La production et la vente des sucres 
dans l'ile de Formosa se sont accrues d'une maniére in- 
croyable, depuis que les navires ont été employés 4 les 
transporter dans les ports de la Chine et du Japon, tandis 
que lorsque ces-transports étaient effectués uniquement par 
des jonques, il ne se faisaient que dans une insignifiante 
proportion. La preuve culminante des avantages apportés 
& la Chine par la libre navigation sur ses cétes, et du 
peu de mal qu’elle peut faire aux jonques se trouve dans 
le fait que les Chinois eux-mémes ont organisé une com- 
pagnie de bateaux 4 vapeur sous les auspices spéciaux de 
leur gouvernement, qui avoue ainsi que les craintes qu'il 
avait exprimées étaient mal fondées, et que c’étaient 
d’avantageuses concessions qu’on lui avait demandées. 

On peut donc répéter encore que le résultat des traités 
a amené une prospérité générale pour les Chinois. Ce sont 
les puissances qui en ont été la cause par |’extension 
donnée au commerce, fruit de l’influence des dits traités . 
et elles ont justement acquis un droit plus fort de 
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demander des concessions analogues et des avantages 
réciproques, en compensation de tout le bien qu’elles ont 
apporté a la Chine. L’expérience des bénéfices acquis par 
l’exercice de la navigation et des transports maritimes, se 
répétera de nouveau sur une plus grande échelle, quand 


pareille permission sera accordée de construire des ¢he- 
mins de fer et de transporter d’un bout a l’autre de l’em- 


pire, 4 l'aide de ce puissant moyen, les innombrables 
produits et les millions de voyageurs; car le passé peut 
servir d'argument pour les demander sans crainte que 
l’autorisation de les établir nuise en quoi que ce soit a la 
population de la Chine. 

Ce qui est principalement a4 rechercher du gouverne- 
ment chinois, c'est que le pays soit ouvert entiérement au 
commerce étranger, et qu’on y ait pleine liberté de créer 
des entreprises modernes. On a le droit de lui demander 
la permission pour les étrangers de faire sur son terri- 
toire ce que ses sujets peuvent faire eux-mémes dans les 
autres pays; de pouvoir circuler partout, de louver et 
d’acheter partout des terres et des maisons, de placer des 
capitaux dans les opérations minérales et commerciales 
dans les grands centres de l’intérieur de empire, de 
naviguer sur les fleuves par bateaux a vapeur comme on 
navigue déja sur les cétes. 

A l’exercice de ces droits qui seraient de mutuelle uti- 
lité, on oppose les provisions exigées par les traités d’ex- 
territorialité en faveur des étrangers dans l’empire. Les 
autorités indigénes alléguent que si les étrangers se con- 
duisent mal dans l’intérieur du pays elles ne peuvent pas 
le punir, et qu’ainsi les malintentionnés échapperaient 
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aux conséquences de leurs crimes, et seraient ainsi des 
“causes de scandales et de mauvais exemples pour le 
peuple. Il y a ici de l'exagération comme on en trouve 
partout quand les Chinois ont voulu contester les propo- 
sitions qu’on leur a faites. En vertu des traités, les étran- 
gers accusés de crimes, doivent étre arrétés et livrés aux 
consuls, qui d’accord avec les magistrats chinois les 
jugent de leurs méfaits, et leur infligent des punitions 
selon les lois de leur pays. En réalité donc, cette clause 
d’exterritorialité n’a été introduite que pour éviter que les 
étrangers coupables envers les Chinois, soient laissés 
exposés aux mauvais procédés et aux punitions cruelles et. 
sans miséricorde, appliquées par les mandarins; non seu- 
lement par raison d’humanité, mais encore principalement 
parce que la punition dun Européen dans l’intérieur de la 
Chine par les tribunaux chinois, pourrait étre injuste et 
motivée par le désir d’abaisser les Européens aux yeux 
des populations, et de diminuer ainsi leur prestige et leur 
influence dans le pays. C’était en prévision de ces abus, 
une précaution trés sage, quand on envisage |’antipathie 
que les étrangers inspirent aux lettrés qui, dans un but 
purement politique, auraient pu saisir un individu, le 
dégrader impunément aux yeux de tous, et par ce moyen 
compromettre le gouvernement de Peking avec les puis- 
sances. Si la Chine admettait une législation pareille a 
celle des nations occidentales, la clause de l’exterritorialité 
ne serait plus nécessaire, mais on doit la maintenir 
jusqu’a ce que les Chinois changent leur systéme de traiter 
les différends civils comme les actes criminels, et de les 
punir avec une inhumaine sévérité. On ne doit pas non 


plus parce que les Chinois y opposent des obstacles dé- 
raisonnables, renoncer au droit de résidence dans l'inté- 
rieur. 

Il est surtout d’une grande importance que les négo- 
ciants étrangers soient autorisés 4 s’établir 4 Peking. La 
restriction de demeurer dans la capitale a été évidem- 
ment introduite dans les traités, comme une concession 
temporaire aux susceptibilités des Chinois, 4 cause de 
l'incertitude ov ils se trouvaient aprés la guerre, sur la 
réussite des relations mutuelles entre eux et les étran- 
gers, et en raison de leur timidité lorsqu’ils les rencon- 
treraient dans la capitale. L’expérience de leurs relations 
dans les ports ayant démontré qu’ils peuvent vivre ami- 
calement ensemble, on en peut tirer Ja conclusion que des 
sentiments semblables se développeraient 4 Peking, si 
cette ville était ouverte au commerce. Le temps est arrivé 
de songer sérieusement et d’insister en conformité avec 
le sens des traités, sur le droit de résidence dans la 
capitale. | 

Cette extension des communications est d’une grande 
importance dans le moment présent, alors qu'un nouveau 
régne d'un jeune empereur, promet des améliorations 
dans son Empire. Sa capitale deviendra plus que jamais 
le rendez-vous central de toutes les notabilités des pro- 
vinces qui viendront 4 la cour de leur souverain, et sil | 


s’y trouvait des établissements de commerce, ouverts pour 


étaler sous leurs yeux les produits étrangers, elles com- 
menceraient & connattre favorablement J’industrie des 
occidentaux, s’habitueraient 4 rencontrer les Européens, 
et rapporteraient avec elles dans leurs provinces, des 
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objets, des souvenirs, et des idées nouvelles sur ces der- 
niers, auxquels elles prépareraient ainsi la voie. pour leur 
introduction dans tout le pays; de cette maniére la chance 
des querelles diminuerait, et elles aideraient le gouver- 
nement impérial 4 consolider l’entente amicale avec eux. 
Il est probable que l’ouverture de Peking n’apporterait 
pas des avantages immédiats pour le grand commerce, 
mais cela donnerait un grand élan au commerce de détail, 
des articles de luxe et de fantaisie, des tissus fins, et 
d’utilité domestique, qui seraient hautement appréciés 
par les riches et trouveraient de nombreux acheteurs. 
Peut-étre semblera-t-il qu’on attache trop d’importance 
4 présenter tant de choses frivoles aux regards des Chi- 
nois de la capitale, et que l’espoir de leur y trouver un 
débouché soit exagéré? Déja dans les ports, il y a parmi 
les habitants, dans ces articles, un trafic dont on ne peut 
se faire une idée que par les renseignements donnés par 
ceux qui tiennent des établissements dece genre. L’achat 
de ces objets par les Chinois est immense; et des choses 
qui, ilyapeu de temps, ne semblaient pas adaptées 4 leurs 
idées sont maintenant trés en vogue. Ce n’est pas ici le 
lieu d’'indiquer plus précisément.de quoi se composent ces 
articles. Il suffira de constater que tout ce qui peut plaire 
au gott des Chinois, 4 leur curiosité et 4 leur confort, 
est trés apprécié et largement payé par eux. La vue des 
choses nouvelles crée des besoins nouveatix, et méme des 
nouveautés reconnues communes et insignifiantes, font 
naitre des habitudes hors de proportion avec lac cause qui 
les a produites. 
L’étalage 4 Peking de collection de choses Sista et 
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utiles provenant de l'Europe et de l’Amérique, aménera 
le désir de les acquérir, et aura pour effet de civiliser et _ 
de pacifier les classes aisées, par l'emploi qu’elles pren- 
dront l’habitude de faire de ces objets. On a trop dédai- 
gné ce petit commerce de détail, mais il aura un grand 
avenir quand Peking avec ses millions dhabitants de- 
viendra sa clientéle, et quand dans toutes les grandes 
villes de "Empire on pourra offrir aux Chinois les choses 
utiles et amusantes qu'il produit. Jusqu’é présent le 
commerce de la Chine semble avoir été seulement le par- 
tage des fabriques de coton et de l’opium; il est temps 
que les autres industries soient~admises 4 partager l’en- 
trée de ces lointains mais immenses marchés ouverts 4 
plus de trois cent millions d’hommes, et il est de l’intérét 
des représentants des autres industries, de demander l’ou- — 
verture de Peking comme premier pas 4 l’introduction de 
leurs produits dans toute la Chine. 

La possibilité d’arriver 4 ce résultat ne semble pas en- 
tiérement étrangére au gouvérnement de la Grande-Bre- 
tagne, car il a tout récemment établi un consulat 4 Peking 
sans doute avec l’exéquatur de |’Empereur; il est donc 
tout naturel de supposer qu'il n’a agi ainsi, qu’en vue 
d’étendre son commerce de ce cété. Le droit acquis par 
la Grande-Bretagne d’avoir un consul & Peking donne le 
méme droit aux autres puissances, par suite de la clause 
introduite dans les traités accordant 4 toutes les nations 
les mémes priviléges qu'on reconnait 4 l'une d’elles. 

Ne serait-il pas encore avantageux pour les légations 
diplomatiques 4 Peking, d’avoir a cété d’elles une colonie 
d’Européens (y compris entre autres des banquiers) en 
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dehors «les missionnaires et des médecins, seuls personnes 
non officielles A qui on permette d’y demeurer A présent? — 
Il n’y a pas de raisons pour exclure les autres résidents, 
car le commerce ne pourrait causer aucun des inconvé- | 
nients quon objecte aux missionnaires, qui se trouvent 
cependant installés depuis douze ans dans le chef-lieu de 
la susceptibilité chinoise. 

Il ne s'agit pas de considérer ici J’effet actuel ou pro- 
chain de l'influence japonaise sur les relations de la Chine 
avec les autres puissances. I] est possible qu’une alliance 
qui serait le fruit d’une entente cordiale entre ces deux 
nations de l’extréme Orient, ne serait pas, sous certains 
, rapports, favorable aux occidentaux ; de méme qu'une dif- 

! férence sérieuse entre elles apporterait des inconvénients 
| qu'il n’est pas nécéssaire de préciser. Si le godt du progrés 
au Japon trouve des imitateursen Chine tant mieux : mais 
en attendant il ne serait pas opportun aux puissances de 
cesser leurs instances 4 Peking pour obtenir des amélio- 
rations désirées, et effacer cette impression que leur in- 
: fluence souffre en comparaison de celle dont jouissent les 
C Japonais. 
e Pour terminer cet exposé rapide, serait-il présomp- 
r tueux de dire que la situation actuelle en Chine est en ce 
e moment grave ou au moins embarrassante pour les Occi- 
e dentaux? Un équilibre 4 peu prés égal y existe déja 
8 entre le progrés et la réaction, et un atéme jeté d'un 
cété ou de l'autre pourra amener des conséquences fu- 
8 nestes ou heureuses. 
ie En face de deux systémes opposés, l’équilibre se main- 
tient difficilement, et il reste 4 voir 4 qui il sera donné le 
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premier de le faire pencher de son cdté, Les puissances 
qui représentent le progrés et qui s’appuient sur le droit. 
semblent avoir la meilleure chance de réussir. I] fautfaire — 
des voeux pour le succés de leur mission de compléter les 
relations avec ce vaste empire, dont on a cherché a don- 
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_ NOTICE of tHe RECEPTION oF THE MINISTERS of WESTERN POWERS 


THE EMPEROR OF CHINA, 


(translated from an account drawn up for distribution in China). 


<= OS 


HEREAS upon the 26th day of the 1st moon of the 12th year of the reign T‘una Cain (23rd 
February, 1873), the Board of Ceremonies wrote to apprise the Yamén of Foreign Affairs that 
His Majesty, the Emrrror or Curna, had duly and formally assumed the Government of the Empire, ! 
the Yamén made an intimation to the same effect to the Ministers of the different Powers resident in 
the capital. The Ministers replied collectively, requesting the Yamén to move His Majesty to grant 
them an Andience in order that they might present their congratulations; and in the 3rd moon, when 
the Emperor returned from the Imperial Mausolea, a reply was received from His Majesty instructing 
the Yamén to arrange in conference whatever matters proper to an Audience had to be considered. In 
respectfal obedience whereto, several conferences were held between the Yamén and the Foreign Minis- 
ters; and agreement having been arrived at as to the essential conditions, on the 20th day of the 5th 
moon (14th June,) a second Imperial Decree was received from His Majesty, directing that all Foreign 
Ministers in the capital provided with Letters from their Governments * should be admitted to an 
Audience, 


On the 3rd day of the 6th moon (27th June), the Paryce or Kune and the Ministers of the 
Yamén were informed verbally by His Majesty the Emperor, that an Audience would be granted 
Foreign Ministers upon the 5th day (29th June), in the Tzi-Kuang Ko, or Purple Pavilion. 


In respectful accordance with His Majesty’s Commands, the Ministers of the five Western 
Powers before named, met at an early hour on the morning of the latter day at the Pei T‘ang [the 
Roman Catholic Establishment,] within the -Western Gate of the Great Enceinte of the Palace, and 
after a short interval, the Minister Cn‘unauov, at the time previously agreed, came to the Pei 
T'ang to request their attendance. 


The Foreign Ministers proceeded in their chairs to the Fu Hua Gate of the Nan Hai Park.® 
A barricade of matting had been constructed for the occasion east of the Fu Hua Gate, so as to block 
the thoroughfare, and to the east of the gate a tent had been placed, in which there were people to receive 
the escorts or followers of the different nationalities. 


At the gate the Foreign Ministers alighted from their chairs, and followed by M. Bismarck, 
Interpreter of the German Legation, and by M. Deventa, Interpreter of the French Legation, they 
entered the Park. Within the gate they found the Grand Secretary, Winsiane, Mao Cuana-nei, Pre- 
sident of the Board of Civil Office, Tune Hsttn, President of the Board of Revenue, and Cu‘une.un, 
President of the Board of Works, waiting for them, and in their company they proceeded to the Shih 
Ying Kung, the Temple of Prayer for Seasonable Weather. 


*1.—The Decree was dated 16th April.—Translator's Note. 


2.—Oriainat Norr.—These Letters from Governments are Letters which the Chief of any State 
sending a Minister to a State with which it is in relations, seals and delivers to its Minister to be deli- 
vered by him to the Ruler of the State to which he is sent, as proof that he is a Minister representing 
his own State. 

The States of the West which have treaties with China are the following twelve: England,* the 
United States, France, Sweden, Russia, Germany, Denmark, Holland, Spain, Belgium, Italy, and 
Austria. In the East, Japan has concluded a treaty; but it is ‘not yet published. At the time above 

ken of, but five of the [ Western] States had Ministers in Peking provided with Letters from their 
| ts: namely, ia, the United States, England, France and Holland. Japan had sent a 
special mission to China with a letter of congratulation. 


* The Governments enumerated here stand in order of the dates of their treaties with China.—7ranslator’s Note 
+ They are enumerated in the order of the seniority of their Kepresentatives.—Translator's Note, 


. 8,—The Nan-Hai is properly the water south of a marble bridge in the locality in question, which gives name to 
ee he eee oe Note. 


— 


The Minister of Japan, escorted by Cu‘ftvanty, Vice-President of the Colonial Office, had already 
arrived from the Hsien Liang Ssii.* 


The Foreign Ministers assembled here sat down to rest themselves; tea and confectionery from 
the Imperial Kitchen, by favor of the Emperor, being in readiness for them. 


After an interval of some duration, the Ministers of the Yamén of Foreign Affairs accompanied 
the Foreign Ministers and their interpreters, to an oblong tent of matting on the west side of the Purple 
Pavilion. They were met at this point by the Prince or Kune accompanied by Paoyty, President of 
the Board of Civil Office, and Suftw Kvei-réy, President of the Board of War, and here they waited 
until His Majesty entered the Pavilion.® 


The Ministers of the Yamén then invited the Japanese Minister to present himself before His 
Majesty.° His Audience ended, the Ministers of the Yamén accompanied the Ministers of Western 
Powers up the flight of steps to the west of the Purple Pavilion, entering the building by the side-aisle 
west of the centre. M. Bismarck, Interpreter of the German Legation, followed them. 


Tut Emreror was seated facing southwards. On either hand of His Majesty stood, with the 
Prince or Kuna, certain other Princes and high officers ; in all four or five persons. In the centre of 
the Hall a table covered with yellow was placed. 


The Foreign Ministers, carrying each one the Letter of his Government, entered the Hall in their 
proper order, and on reaching the centre aisle halted, with their faces northward, and bowed one and all 
together; then advanced in line a little farther, and made a second bow; and when they had nearly 
reached the yellow table, a third bow; after which they remained erect; M. Bismarck standing a little 
in rear of the Minister of Russia. 


Four or five of the Ministers of the Tsung-li Yamén ranged themselves, in order, to the right and 
‘left [lit. east and west, sc. of the Foreign Ministers.) The Grand Secretary, Wfnsiana, stood to the 
west of the yellow table, slightly in advance. 


M. Vianaaty, Minister of His Majesty the Emperor of Russia, then read aloud an address in 
French,’ and as soon as this was ended, M. Bismarck, the German Interpreter, read a Chinese 
translation of it. The purport of the address was somewhat to the following effect :— 


on 


4.—The Temple in which he was residing.—TZranslator's Note. 


5.—Oniainat Notr.—The Tzii-Kuang Ko, or Purple Pavilion, according to the Archeology of the 
Capital, published by Imperial Authority (1774), was in the reign Wv Ts’une of the Ming Dynasty 
(1506-1521) the P’ing T’ai, the Terrace or Estrade. For this, at a later date, the Purple Pavilion 
was substituted, and the present Dynasty made no change in its designation. His Majesty, Canonised 
as the Humane, (K’ang Hsi, 1661-1722), was used to assemble here, in the second moon of autumn, 
the high officers of the Imperial Guards of the Three Senior Banners, for the archery matches. Later 
still, presentations and audiences of the official establishment in general took place in the Purple Pavi- 
lion; affairs of state were transacted there; princes, nobles and chiefs* of departments were entertained 
by the Emperor; new-year receptions were granted to the outer tribes, as also to eral officers -on 
their return from victorious campaigns; military graduates [after passing examination for the highest 
degree, }] were here put through martial exercises. 


*The phrase employed has special reference to the Presidents and Vice-presidents of metropolitan bureaus,— 
Translator’s Note, 


+ In order to selection of the three best, who are classed under special designations accordingly.—TZranslator’s 
Note. . 


6.—OrtainaL Nore.—The Japanese Minister had his andience before the rest, because he was a 
Representative of the highest grade, (sc. an Ambassador), The Representatives of the Western Powers 
were all of the second grade. 


7.—Oriarsat Norr.—M. Vianeary took the lead of the corps [of Ministers present], becanse, 
according to the general usage of Western States, the Minister who has longest en mission, counting 
from the day on which he arrives in the foreign state to which he has been sent by his watt 0 ba 
regarded as the senior. M. Viaxcaty had been longer resident as Minister in the capital of China 
than any of his colleagues. are et 

e address was read in French, because, for several years past, French has been the language 
in which the diplomatic correspondence between Western States has been in general conducted.- ss 
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The Ministers Viaxca.y, Low, Wanz, pe Grornoy, and Fercusoy, accredited representatives of 
Russia, the United States, Great Britain, France, and the Netherlands, had the honor, on behalf of their 
respective Governments, to offer their congratulations to His Imperial Majesty on the attainment of 
His majority, and their best wishes for the duration of His Reign and the prosperity of His people. 

They called to mind the achievements of His Majesty, Canonised as the Humane, during whose 
Reign (K’ang Hsi) the Empire was raised to a height of glory and power without precedent in all 
antiquity, while at the same time encouragement was given to the arts and sciences of the West. 

Under the Administration of His present Majesty, a renewal of the happiness enjoyed by the 
Empire during the Reign of His distinguished Ancestor might be confidently looked for, and with it 
that confirmation of friendly relations between China and the Treaty Powers, which would so greatly 
gratify their Governments. 

They had now the honor to lay before His Majesty their Letters of Credence. 


The address to His Majesty having been read, the Foreign Ministers made another reverence, 
and respectfully ldid their Letters of Credence on the yellow table. 


The Emperor was pleased to make a slight inclination of the head towards them, and the Prince 
or Kuna, advancing to the left of the Throne, and falling upon his knees, had the honor to be informed, 
in Manchu, that His Majesty acknowledged the receipt of the Letters presented. 


The Prince or Kuna, with his arms raised [according to precedent,] * came down by the steps 
on the left of the dais to the Foreign Ministers, and respectfully repeated this to them in Chinese; after 
which he again ascended the steps, and fell on his knees on the left of the Throne. His Majesty then 
' kindly inquired after the health of the Chiefs of the States represented, and expressed a hope that all 
foreign questions might be satisfactorily disposed of in discussion with the Yamén of Foreign Affairs. 


The Prince or Kuna, having descended as before, and repeated what had been said to him, the 
Ministers of Russia, the United States, Great Britain, and the Netherlands, bowed once more, and then 
retired & reculons, bowing repeatedly, until they had reached the entrance. They then returned to the 
Shih Ying Kung, and there waited [until rejoined by the Minister of France ]}. 


M. pe Grorroy, the Minister of the French Government, had a second Letter to deliver, being 
the reply of his Government to the Letter of explanation which the Emperor or Curna had sent by a 
special Envoy to France, after the Massacre at Tientsin in the year 1870. M. pe Grorroy remained con- 
sequently in the Reception Hall after his four colleagues had retired. As they left the Hall, the Ministers 
of the Yamén of Foreign Affairs introduced M. Devenria, the French Interpreter. M. pe Grorroy 
having delivered his special address, and Jaid the Reply of his Government upon the yellow table, His 
Majesty acknowledged receipt of the Letter, as in the former instance. 


This done, M. pt Grorroy withdrew, followed by M. Deverta. The Ministers of the Yamén 
accompained them to the Shih Ying Kung, and the whole party being now reunited, was similarly escorted 
to the Fu Hua Gate. Here the Foreign Ministers seated themselves in their chairs, and returned to 
their respective Legations. 


8.—The precedent of Confucius, when in the presence of his Sovereign.—7Zranslator’s Note, 
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Inspectorate GENERAL OF CusToMs, 


Pexina, 12th December, 1873. 


I. —Ay explanation of the form in which these Statistics are cast, and a synopsis of some varieties of 
the information they contain, may be useful as.a guide to those who feel inclined to look through the 
following pages. 

- 2,.—The Cunva-Trape Sratisrics were compiled to supplement a collection of samples of merchandiee, 
to be exhibited at Vienna and intended to illustrate China's share in “the international exchange of pro- 
ducts.” The object of the compilation suggested an attempt to make figures paint'a series of statistical 
pictures, which should in turn present the subject in the aspect most interesting to each group of lookers-on. 
These lookers-on, the people interested in China’s share in “the international exchange of products,” are 

: Nationalities, 
. Consumers, 
Producers, 
Carriers, and 
Insurers. : | 
Statistical Tables were thereon devised to produce a picture for each, and, in the attempt to clothe general 
suggestiveness in as scientifically precise habiliments as circumstances might admit of, what appeared to be 
the most convenient order of sequence in the Tables was adopted. The words themselves—“ international 
exchange of products” —suggested that the order of arrangement might best be carriers first, and then things 
‘ carried. Starting from this point—the Shipping Interest,—Tables of Tonnage were elaborated to exhibit the 
actual amount of carrying capacity called for by the trade; or existing on it. The individuality of Vessels was 
- thus a secondary matter, and each entry or clearance had to be regarded, from the point of view of carrying 

_ capacity actually called for or provided, as the entry or clearance of a separate vessel ; total tonnage arrived 
at, the Tables had then to show how that tonnage was divided between nbereationl and interprovincial 
branches of the trade, between ships and steamers, between nationalities, and between the ports of China, 

_. .. Advancing from the carrying capacity required or provided, the Tables of Tonnage naturally 
suggested Tables of Values from the Shipping or Carrier’s point of view. So much Tonnage was called for 
or offered: what was the value of the goods that paid freight? There are two answers to this question: 
one from the Shipping or Carrier’s, the other from the Producer's and Consumer’s point of view,—the first 
giving the cumulative value of good in motion, the second the net value of goods contemporaneously 
existing. Carriers earn, and goods pay, freight for every new movement: the re-export of the same goods 
is an occasion for a voyage and employs new tonnage—it is theefore value in the eyes of the Carrier, just 
as much as the first carriage of original cargo. The Value Tables were accordingly so cast as to give 
information to the Shipping Interest, and in their order they very much follow the Tables of Tonnage and 
thus illustrate the various fields for the employment of Tonnage, and suggest to what extent flags, ports, &c., 
have divided freight-value. By this arrangement, too, it was thought that some data might be provided 
for another of the divisions into which the investment of capital flows, viz. /nswrance offices ; for, if it may be 
assumed that, generally speaking, owners insure cargoes, the capital applying for insurance, and for which 
Insurance offices may be calculated to have made themselves liable, would be—not the net value of contem- 
poraneous goods, but—the carrier's value, that is the cumulative value of the goods in movement. In 
fact, what is freight-value to the carrier may be taken as the measure of the demand for insurance which 
Insurance offices exist to supply. 

; ks thisd:and:egpessed: in. entee degree: ehtsinable in thus. presenting the Tebles of Valuns, via., to 
give, as far as could be given, the values through which—es distinguished from and compared with the actual 

Seen Seemeneernntnes erence ee en eer renee mee wamney Om priite en’ the 
ultimate sum to be paid for commodities by consumers. aoe 
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The Tables of Tonnage—which indicate, on the one hand, the demand made by international exchange 
for carrying capacity, and, on the other, the extent to which ship-owners provide and compete for the 
and the Tables of Values—which illustrate the value of cargoes that pay freight and insurance, and thereby 
hint at the effects produced on prices, are followed by Tables of Articles. The Tables of Articles are so 
drawn up as to show the quantity and value of goods contemporaneously existing, and thus provide the kind 
of information most likely to be asked for by Producers and Consumers. They exhibit the quantity and 
value of goods : 
1. Imported from Foreign Countries ; : 
2. Re-exported to _,, ‘i : ; 
3. Distributed in China: ¢ Sent from ports having direct trade; 
‘ Received at out-ports ; . | 
[from which figures it is easy to ascertain the actual quantity and value of. Foreign Imports, — 
note the utility of seemingly unimportant points, which have no direct trade, as new 
distributing centres,—and, to some extent, prompt speculation salable es the difference 
of values at the ports which are direct or indirect importers }; 
5. Chinese Coast ee | Original cargoes Outwards ; 


Foreign Merchandise. 


Inward cargoes ; 
Chinese Produce...... 7. \ Re-shipments to Native Ports; 


8. Foreign Export Trade: Re-shipments to Foreign Ports; 

| 9. = * Original shipments to Foreign Ports ; 

[from which figures, observing how interprovincial exchange impinges on and commingles with 
international exchange, one may gather the value of the Foreign Export Trade, and the 
value of the Chinese Coast Trade as carried on in foreign bottoms, while such rough — 
materials as could be got are given to illustrate the differences of price at the ports of supply 
and demand |; 


the whole showing what is China’s share in the international exchange of products, and to what extent 
international exchange furthers and is furthered by interprovincial exchange. ae 

Special Tables give fuller information respecting certain staples—Tea, Silk and Opium. 

Tonnage, Values and Articles finished with, it remained to show to what extent her share in the 
international exchange of products provides revenue for China, and, in doing this, the Tables of Revenue had 
also to be so cast as to exhibit the revenue paid by each division of the trade, by each flag, and at each 
port. 

To' complete the Statistics; Tables of Population seemed appropriate to end with. It was proposed 
to give the Chinese populations of the Treaty Ports, Treaty Port Prefectures and Treaty Port Provinces, and 
the foreign populations of the Treaty Ports, Statistics as to the number of cities in each province were 
attainable and reliable, but the figures to be given for Chinese population could have only one value—they 
could not be accepted as reliable in the sense in which Census-Statistics in the West are taken, but they 
might serve to suggest quickly to people away from China, some idea of the immense populations in the 
Inner Land, which lie behind the Treaty Ports, to be got at through such channels. The statistics of 
foreign population would, on the other hand be fairly reliable, and would show what number of people.China’s 
share in the international exchange of products has for the nonce brought in its train. 

The first pages of the volume were to be reserved for General Tables, in which the figures for all the 
Treaty Ports would be brought together, and: following them were to appear the separate Port Statistics of 
each individual port. 

It will now be seen that a central thought runs through botli form and matter of these Special 
Statistics,—viz., to illustrate the international exchange of products in its various phases in China,—and 
that an attempt has been made to provide information for the different classes affected, and to indicate the 
points at which the Statistics are linked with men’s interests and sympathies. To what extent success 
attends the effort to remove some of the dreariness by which Statistics are generally, more or less deservedly, 
swamped, remains to be seen. Very little time was available for the compilation, and as the Statistics 
embrace a period of ten years, 1863—1872, it will be readily perro erchneen if errors have not crept in, 
imperfections could hardly have been kept out. 


tC ee 


3. Tonnacz.—The Statistics give; first, Tables of ‘Tonnage. To show the Tonnage or carrying 
capacity actually required for the trade by the quantity and movement of goods, every entry and every 
clearance is regarded by the Statistics as the entry or clearance of a new vessel. 
_ , Note-—Here it must be remembered that, in point of fact, many vessels frequently. 
) Tonnage is the carrying capacity actually called for or employed ; entries and clearances give 


the arrivals and Seriado we v 8 appearing only once in the year, while others have 
an aggregate of fifty or more entries at different ports. 


Vatves.—Following Tonnage, the Statistics give Values. Values, as given in these Tables, have special 
reference to shipping: they show what was the value of the cargoes carried by the tonnage actually employed, 
and they enable us to compare the shares which Flags, Ports and Divisions of Trade have contributed or 
commanded as seen from Fre‘zht-Values. The use of these Value Tables is thus partly to illustrate the 
movement of goods and the divisions of trade, but they are chiefly interesting as illustrating the field for the 
employment of Tonnage. 

Note.—The real value of the merchandise in existence at a given time or belonging to a given 
division of trade need not be looked for from these Value Tables, but they do give correct 


answers to the queries, What was the value of the cargoes brought into or carried out of any 
given port }—What was the value of the cargoes carried by such-and-such a Flag? 


, Arricies.—The Tables of Tonnage, showing carrying capacity finding freights in the China trade, and 
the Tables of Value, showing the value of the freights viewed as original cargoes, are followed by the Tables 
of Articles. These Tables of Articles are cast in a form which will enable any one to ascertain the real value 

of goods actually existing, and of the several divisions of the trade. 

: .. Note.—As regards Tables of Values and Tables of Articles, it is to be a5 in mind, that, while 
the Quantities given in the latter are to be accepted as correct, the Values given in both are 

only approximate. Differences in currency,—in rates of exchange,—in the valuation of the 
same kind of goods at the same time by different individuals, or at different times by the 
same individual—the reduction of different values to average value—and other causes, of one 
kind or another, will always render difficult, if not impossible, the issue of strictly reliable 

Value Tables: still, it is claimed for the Value Tables that they assist in giving colour to the 

general picture painted. | 


Revenve.—Tonnage, Values, and Articles, are followed ie the Revenue Tables. 

Note.—Export Duties include Duties paid not only on Chinese Produce for foreign export, but 
also on Chinese Produce, carried coastwise, at the port of shipment. Coast T'rade Duty is 
the duty paid on Chinese Produce carried coastwise at the port of discharge, and is about 
one-half the amount paid at the port of shipment: accordingly, Coast 7rade Duty amounting 
to about half-a-million, the amount to be deducted from Export Duties in order to get at 


the amount paid on goods for foreign export, may be said to be twice as much, or about a 
million of Taels. 


Porutarion.—The Population Tables are correct as regards the foreign populations at the Ports. 
The figures they give for the Chinese populations are accepted by Chinese, and, if far from reliable, are 
perhaps more likely to be under than over the mark. 


q TONNAGE. 


In eee there were 17,090 entries and clearances. Of these, 8,360 were British, 5,174 American, 
1,976 German, and 2,580 other Treaty and Non-Treaty Powers. 

As an illustration of the extent to which the re-appearance of the same vessels has helped to swell 
the list of entries and clearances, it may be remarked that the fifteen or sixteen steamers of the Shanghai. 
Steam Navigation Company and Pacific Mail Company contribute over 1 »300 to the 2,587 entries 


[ stT4 of American vessels, and that some 2,000 of the 4,180 [ =afe ] British entries are in the 


same manner to be accounted for by the movements of eighteen or sali steamers belonging to British 


oa int = r vv 


[ viii] 


VALUES. 


The Value of the Goods paying freight to Tonnage in 1872, is shewn thus: [vide Values, Table 2]: 
Foreign Goods Imported, ............c00++eseneseeee Tis. 114,263,000 . 
. oreign Merchandise 
Minus Foreign Goods Re-imported,...... ...... 5, 41,552,000 [vide es 
Tis. 72,711,000 
Native Produce Exported and Native and 
Foreign Goods Re-exported to Foreign >- ,, 78,193,000 
CHOUINNE, boi Sccipepeusis deiaeevidos vis es | 
Native Produce Exported and Native and 
Foreign Goods Re-exported to Native » 111,857,000 
TUM, iececcnccussessbcciss ee bbastcsbiiie 
Tis. 262,761,000 


- | i.e. £ 87,600,000 


This result is arrived at by taking up Value Table No. 2, page 22, which gives gross 
values, and deducting from its total the figures given as the value of nen pat Sipeees and 


Chinese Produce Table 6, 
ae ~Faceles tarebastlin ee oho ,— items which of course enter into the composition. of 
the items brought to account as Native Produce exported to Native Ports and Native Produce re-exported 
_ to Foreign Ports, and as Foreign Goods Imported. 

Thus, Foreign Bottoms in 1872, whether internationally—between China and foreign countries—or 
interprovincially—between Chinese Treaty Ports—found employment, and earned freight in carrying what 
was practically—as far as the carriers, ships, are concerned—original cargo, worth £ 87,600,000, and this is 
the sum to which the risks taken by Jnsurance offices, during the year, may be supposed to have amounted. 

The Value Tables as they stand, it is to be repeated, are values from the shipping or carrier’s point 
of view, and represent the values through which the action of freight and insurance charges operated in 
their influence on prices. So far, therefore, it is only indirectly that these Value Tables throw any light on 
the statistics of production or consumption: they may, however, be again referred to as being in some 
degree introductory to, and corroborative of the Tables compiled from other stand-points. 


MERCHANDISE. (1872.) 
A.—Fonuicx TRADE. 
Inronrs.—Articles: Table 1. Merchandise carried, ......-.-.c-cesecese> cusses Te: 90,208,000 


Minus ,, wt ‘ re-exported : to foreign ports, ... ,, 2,905,000 
| Tis. 67,317,000 
A | t.e. £ 22,500,000 

Valeo of eeu Hagerte 


eee eee eee eter ew eee eee eee eee eee ee 


Plus He » 9 Re-shipments, ............... ahistee wala bie tail ate eee: * : 25,506,000 
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: B.—Cuese Howe, on Coastmrc Trape 1x Forrian Bortous. 
. Iswarps.—Articles: Table 6. Chinese Produce received, ............sss.cseeesee Tis. 76,092,000 


Mins { a ee ae a Re-shipped to Chinese Ports, ,, 10,073,000 plus 
| e et Se »  Re-shipped to Foreign Ports, ,, 25,506,080 
‘Tis, 40,513,000 
te, £ 13,500,000 
Value of Coast Trade Goods Inwards. 


Ourtwarps.—Articles: Table 5. Chinese Produce sent to Native Ports, ...... Tls. 60,231,000 
Minus a ees eS ‘. Re-shipped to Foreign Ports, ,, 25,506,000 


Tis. 34,725,000 
4.e. £ 11,600,000 


Value of Coast Trade Goods Outwards. 


©C.—Forsien Direct, anv Distrisutine Import Trane. 


Direct.—Articles: Table 1. Ir-ports, ............cccccsesecsccrssssessceeceeseeeseess Tis. 70,222,000 
: - » 2. Re-exports to Foreign Ports,.. ......... Gecdaaen 5» 2)905,000 plus 
Minus | . } 
m »  3- Re-exports to Native Ports, ..............cc0..cs0 » 41,552,000 
| Tis. 25,765,000 


t.¢. £ 8,600,000 


Value of Foreign Direct Import Trade. 


 Disraipvtine.—Articles: Table 3. Re-exports to Native Ports, ..........s.:.05 Tis. 41,552,000 


tt. £ 13,900,000 
Value of Foreign Distributing Import Trade. 


N.B.—These figures illustrate the use of. the smaller class of ports. Such ports have no direct trade 
worth mentioning with foreign ports, but they are important centres of distribution and as useful to the 
foreign producer as the ports that carry on direct trade—if not even more useful. Every new port is a new 
centre: we can safely say what ports will or will not have a direct trade, but experience alone can show the 
value of the consuming region opened up by the addition of a comparatively insignificant point as a port. 


D.—Retarion oF InwarD TO OutTwarRD VALUEs. 


Forster Disrrisutine Import TraDE :— 
Articles: Table 3. Outwards: Leaving Chinese Ports,... Tis. 41,552,000=£ 13,900,000 
re Table 4. Inwards: Reaching Chinese Ports,... ,, 44,040,000= ,, 14,700,000 
- Canvese Coast Trapz :— 
Articles: Table 5-Table 8: Outwards: Leaving Chinese 
BERR Geer chee eaten Teepe Ve ere eee Tis. 34,725,000=£ 11,600,000 


sebdecdec gic Saab tuickeyiseabaunnaanateGeh cis 9 40,513,000= ,, 13,500,000 


- N.B.—Deducting for the 1871-December departures, brought to account in the 1872 arrivals, and 
allowing for the 1872—December departures, brought to account in 1873, and for wrecks, these figures partly 
corroborate each other, and partly, although in a very small degree, help to illustrate difference of value at 
direct and indirect importing, and at supplying and demanding ports. : 


[x ] 


E.—Retations or Vatves ro Carriers ann Propucers. 
Surprixe Interest: Caraters anp Insurers :-— 


Tonnage Table 2: From Foreign Ports, ..............+++. 995,942 Tons: Entries 2,073 
“ a iy i si’. aapleae esee ees 986,622 ,, Clearances 2,051 
‘9 ” Between Native ,,  ...ccssscsseese 3,252,338 » 6,499 
5,234,902 Tons, Carrying Capacity provided. 
Value Table 2: Foreign Goods Imported at all Ports, ........2.........4. Tis. 114,263,000 
Minus Foreign Goods re-exported from all to all 

SENN FIO in. « ccvbine sb cencesaadiceteces ugiascdes » 41,552,000 
| Tis. 72,711,000 

_ Native Produce Exported and Native aud Foreign Goods ee 
re-exported to Foreign Ports,.............s.sccsssaseses . re 

Native Produce Exparted and Native and Foreign Goods 8 
re-exported to Home Ports, ..........ssecccesescdeners Sree 


. | Tls. 262,761,000 
t.e. £ 87,600,000 


Propucers anp ConsuMERS :-— 


Foreign [mport: Trade, ........00scrssserscsessesseccvccsctscseseedtly OF, 327,000 £ 22,500,000 
ais RE. aes enone ecunahaneeetos sapeneeecieenae » 75,287,000 = ,, 25,100,000 
Chinese Coasting Trade Inwards,............cssseccseeseseeees 1 40,513,000 = ,, 13,500,000 


Tis. 183,117,000 = £ 61,100,000 


7 


‘The actual value of .goods and the capital represented by them being £ 61,100,000 to Producers and 
Consumers, they have been, through movement and distribution, as if of the value of £ 87,600,000 to Carriers 


and Insurers, by employment given to tonnage and business to insurance offices. 


F.—Tora, Va.uzs. 


Forsien Trape.—Imports at Treaty Porta, ..........:sccssecceeeseeseseseneeseees ne 22,500,000 
Exports from ,, sees dnveasegvegane sidesscunetcedeesesnes _ » 25,100,000 ; 
* Opium through Hongkong, .............ssccccesseeees 9» 3,000,000 
t Foreign Goods through Hongkong 
and and S8Y, 4,400,000 


Hour Trapz.—Chinese Produce in Foreign Bottoms for Chinese consumption 


| at Treaty Ports, Sissskoassaaevasdiakansbcrandl Giesnascaiekonass £ 13,500,000 
Chinese Produce fa, Fouslgn Botte for Chinese consumption é 


t through Hongkong and Macao, say..........+...ssseeeees ++ 99  1y§00,000 


Toray Vata or Goope cansiap ix Fonstox Borrow, oop... £ 70,000,000 
SS 


* Estimated value of Opium. 
+ Value of Foreign and Chinese Goods passing through Hongkong and Macao simply guessed at. 


ee Ge tee ee) eee 
a hy rae 5) 


G.—Ravesue. (1872). 
1°, Import Dorres.—Foreign Imports, | 
WRUNG BE... cdbibbabeesseesseess Tis. 67,317,000 
} : Paid Import Duties, ..............0s0-+0 Tis. 3,700,000 
; a ee SO ee ee Ok per eee 


Paid Export Duties, .......s.sceseseeeees Tis. 5,800,000 
That is, paid an average duty of 773 per cent. 
3°. Coastine Dutizs.—Chinese Produce for Chinese consumpticn, 


Se ee 2 eas ‘T's. 40,513,000 
Paid Outward and Inward Duties,...... Tis. 1,650,000 


That is, paid outward. and inward duties amounting, 
together, to an average duty of about 4 per cent. 

Note.—As regards the average rate of duty for each of the three classes of goods—Imports, 
Exports, and Chinese Produce carried coastwise—the worth of the result depends on the 
degree of acceptance to be accorded to the Values. Jf the Values are too low, the average rate 

. of duty is too high; if the Values are too high, the average rate of duty is too low. 
4°. Duty Payive Fiacs.—British Bottoms paid Duties, ... Tls. 7;260,000 
American ,, ‘. ke 1500 | 11,678,000 
Other Treaty Powers paid Duties 93 1,705,000 
oS ~ Wote.—These figures examined in connection with the preceding per-centage rates of duty, 
Values of merchandise and Tonnage Tables, suggest that the bulk of the Foreign Trade was 
British Trade, and that American Tonnage was chiefly interested in the low-rate-of-duty 


Coast or Chinese carrying trade. 
° [Tomnaae Dvugs.—Tonnage Dues are leviable Once in Four months. 
In 1872 British Tonnage paid, ...... Tis. 144,600 . 
= American ,, aS pestis » 38,000 — 
i German a et »  $2,%70 
» Other Flags ,, po gto eer » 27,500 


Note.—This Table, taken from the Annual Trade Returns (published at Shanghai) for 1872, shows 
that British Bottoms—not engaged in coasting trade—predominated and corroborates the 
preceding remark]. 


4.—In conclusion, attention must again be called to the fact that the ee Gen a now 
et ee in round numbers a general view of the trade in its different divisions. 
They are for the general reader—if there be such a thing as a general reader of Statistics—rather than for 
the St ti tici 


a ROBERT HART, 
Inspector General of Chinese Maritime Customs. 
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